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EDITOR’S NOTES
Henry County and the Lake Area

PARIS!
Editor and Publisher
Smantha Parker

No Place Like PARIS! for the Holidays
I love the song, “There’s No Place
Like Home for the Holidays.” Perry
Como may be “oh, so 1950s,” but the
man could croon a tune that made listeners yearn for home.
During the holidays, our home
community is alive with the opportunities to make memories with your
loved ones, and they are as close as the
Krider Performing Arts Center, Santa’s
Gingerbread House, Paris Landing and
local churches.
PARIS! for the Holidays highlights
plenty of these activities. First, we offer a Q and A featuring Kathy Ray, the
executive director of the Downtown
Paris Association. Second, we highlight a new downtown app that covers
community activities, merchants and
more. Finally, we’ve compiled a good,
old-fashioned calendar of events.
Speaking of events, many local activities have been chronicled
in an exciting, new book from the
Paris Photography Club. Through the
Lens is a colorful combination of local
festivals, landmarks, people, wildlife
and landscapes.
Much of what makes the holidays
special revolves around memories
from childhood. John McDougal and
Bill Neese entertain us with stories

On The Cover
Henry County Circuit Court Clerk
Mike Wilson enjoys amateur
photography and captured the
spirit of the holidays in this photo
from Downtown Paris.
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

from the kitchen and countryside that
will, no doubt, cause many readers to
say, “You know, I remember when….”
The amazing Jane Chenoweth
and Pastor Leon White, both incredible individuals, round out this issue’s
profiles, while Gardening Guru John
Watkins gives us a hearty laugh with
his piece, “The Thankful Gardener.”
Susan Jones brings us up to date on
Plus Endowment and yes, Virginia,
there’s more.
As always, I’m thankful for our loyal
readers, writers, photographers, advertisers, and subscribers and for the
gift that is Henry County, Tennessee.
As the song says, “When you pine for
the sunshine of a friendly gaze, for the
holidays, you can’t beat home, sweet
home.”
From the Parker Family to your
family – “Happy Thanksgiving and
Merry Christmas.”
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length, clarity and style.
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BACK IN THE DAY

When I Was A Boy
By Bill Neese
Bill Neese is a local attorney, a sportsman, a youth shooting team coach and a newly minted grandfather. He recently began
writing stories about his family, work, community and coming of age in the South. While composed primarily for
his grandsons, his hope is “that these little stories will bring a smile to those who might read them.”

The Hanging of Hopalong Cassidy

W

hen I was seven years
old, my hero was a
movie star named
Hopalong Cassidy. He
wore all black with lots of sparkles and
fringe, a white hat, two guns and rode
a white horse named Topper. He was
a classic western idol of the 1940s and
1950s. Like the other cowboy heroes,
he stood for right, justice and the
American Way.
On my seventh birthday, I received
a Hopalong Cassidy outfit, complete
with hat, shirt, gun belt and two shiny
cap guns. I was, in my own mind, an
exact duplicate of ol’ Hoppy himself.
After the party, all the little boys
played cowboys and Indians until the
guests tired and went home. I kept at
it, stalking imaginary bad guys and
shooting it out with them.
While we didn’t live in cowboy
country, we did reside where there was
a big backyard with a double garage.
To the side and behind the garage, the
yard was enclosed by a picket fence
and I assume it was a dog yard. As I
crept along the top rail of the fence,
ready to open fire on the camp of the
bandits below, I lost my footing and
fell head first off the fence but I did not
hit the ground. As was common for
boys of that era, I was wearing heavy
jeans with the cuffs rolled up two or
three turns. The cuffs of the jeans
caught on the pickets sticking above
the top rail and there I hung.
The fence was just tall enough
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that my hands would not touch the
ground. Try as I might, I could not free
myself. What indignity for the famous
Hopalong Cassidy. There was nothing
to do but swallow my
pride and start calling for help. I might
as well have saved my
breath as no one in the
house could hear my
cries from behind the
garage.
I don’t know
how long I hung
there, but after
a while I started
getting dizzy and
my head felt as
if it would explode. Finally,
Mother came
out to call
me in to
supper. By
then, my
voice was
weak. When
she didn’t hear
me answer, she
started looking.
As she entered the
fenced yard she
finally heard my
cries for help. She
rushed to me
but could not lift
me up enough
to free the cuff

from the picket. She took off my boots,
gun belt and unfastened my jeans
whereupon on I fell to the ground in
my undershorts. I was greatly relieved,

but boy, did I feel stupid that the obvious escape method had not occurred
to me.
I learned two things that day. One,
don’t walk on the top rail of a picket
fence and two, there is more than oneway to skin a cowboy.
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

Fencing Country Style

M

y grandfather, PaPa,
was never one to do any
elaborate fencing for his
livestock. Since initially
the easiest and cheapest fence is an
electric fence, that is what he used. Oh
sure, it required more maintenance
and livestock gathering but he didn’t
mind that.
For the uninitiated, an electric
fence is simply a wire strung from post
to post and attached to the post by an
insulator. A controller sends an electric
pulse down the wire. When an animal
touches the wire, it is grounded and
the animal gets a shock. Cows aren’t
as dumb as they look and very quickly
learn to stay away from the fence, as
long as it is operating. Somehow, they
can sense when it is out of service
and out of the pasture they go. As you
might imagine, an electric fence is very
entertaining to young boys, especially
when their city cousins come visiting.
Game one works best with younger
kids or girls. If you can talk them into
holding hands as you walk along,
you have them. All you have to do is
hold their hand real tightly and reach
out and grab the electric fence. You
will feel nothing, but it will light your
partner up real bright. Since they
have no idea what is happening, they
have no idea what to do other than
dance and yell. It is even better to get
three or even four holding hands in a
chain. Only the last one in the chain
will take the hit. Everyone else will just
look at them like they are possessed
until the last one breaks loose and
then, the next to the last one will put
on the show and so on up the chain.

visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

Of course, we knew we would catch it
from our parents and aunts when the
story got back to the house, but it was
worth it.
We also had tough man contests
to see who could hold onto the wire
the longest. Steve would always win
because I would be in the barn and
turn the controller off while he held
the wire. I thought some real tough
guys were going to die before giving
up. Steve could really put on a suffering act while he held that completely
dead wire.
One of the benefits of the country
is that you don’t have to go inside to
relieve yourself. This is really neat for
little boys, especially city boys.
“Really, I don’t have to go inside?”
they’d say.
“Nah,” we’d explain. “We usually
just pee on the fence.”
And you know what, most of them
did just that. Now pause and think
about physics. When the stream hits
the wire the shock runs right up the
stream to the most sensitive part of the
male anatomy, and the screaming and
ground rolling begins.
Based on experience, you do not
want to induce a larger, stronger, faster
boy to pee on an electric fence. As they
say, “Out in the country, we make our
own fun.”
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Moody Realty would like to express its appreciaon to all
who helped make 2016 successful.
We are truly blessed to have made so many good friends
over the past 60 years and thank you for the
opportunity to have served you.
We wish you and your family a warm and safe
Holiday Season and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

REMEMBER OUR TROOPS and GOD BLESS AMERICA!
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FEATURE

There’s an

APP
for That!
by Susan Jones

J

ust in time for the holidays, the
Downtown Paris Association
(DPA) has created a gift for the
entire community and its tourists. The Downtown Paris App, which
launched in late September brings information, history and great shopping
deals to smart phone users.
“We continually ask ourselves how
we can better promote our town,” said
DPA Executive Director Kathy Ray. “After the city, county, chamber and DPA
joined together for the online community calendar, this was a logical next
step. When Travis McLeese mentioned
a downtown app in our board meeting, everyone was intrigued.”
The next generation
“Research shows that nearly twothirds of Americans are now smartphone owners,” said McLeese, a DPA
Board Member and Associate Director
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

of the Renaissance Program at Bethel
University. “The younger they are,
the more likely they are to use their
phones to find and share information about happenings in their local
communities,” he said. “This is an
incredible way for Paris to connect to
the next generation. They need to understand our history and what made
this the community the place where so
many of us want to live and raise our
families.”
The app is very different from the
DPA website. “It’s more interactive and
communicates with current and potential customers and tourists in a far
more personal way,” explained Gaines
Hedges, who specializes in local advertising and marketing.
Expanding the borders
Downtown’s mantra “Eat, Shop,
Live” is well reflected in the new app.

“We want folks to come shop with us,
dine at our restaurants and spend time
in and around downtown, but we also
want all of our DPA members, many
of whom are outside of the downtown
footprint to be included,” said Ray.
“From Blues Landing to Joe Mahan
Ford, to Air Evac, our membership
includes businesses throughout the
county who appreciate the beauty and
history of the square from a tourism,
shopping and quality of life standpoint. All of those businesses, as well
as our city, county and chamber are
included on the app. You can touch a
button to view their website, Facebook
page or call them,” said Ray.
Deals!
One of the most exciting items
for shoppers this holiday season is
the “Deals” section where downtown
merchants offer deals for individuals
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who have downloaded the app. “You
actually have to show your phone to
get the deal,” said Ray. “This app will
bring more business to downtown and
more business to Paris as a whole. This
section will expand quickly now that
other merchants see its potential.”
Getting it right
As simple as it looks, this was an
expensive, laborious process. Over
a year was spent researching what
should be included and then creating the app, which was paid for by the
DPA. “For example, Kathy, who was the
driving force, had to individually visit
with each merchant about the “Deals”
section. It took a while to get photos
of our historic sites and to coordinate
with Cherry Jones, our hometown
Emmy and Tony winner who describes
them on the app,”said McLeese.
Teamwork
If it takes a village to raise a child,
it takes a village to create an app, too.
“We partnered with Travis,” said Ray,

“and with the app’s designer, Ryan
Griffin and Bethel University. The city
and county were also included, as well
as the chamber. We also partnered
with Cherry and the DPA merchants
who are participating in the “Deals”
section. They include: K & B Supplies for Success, Butler and Harber,
Lura Lee’s of Paris, Maggies, The Iron
Place/You’re Invited, Too!, My Favorite Things, The Toggery, Jack’s Java
and Jack Jones Flowers and Gifts.
We encourage other members to get
onboard, because that section will
change constantly,” said Ray.
Favorites
As history buffs, both Ray and
McLeese like the “Sites” section the
best, but Ray is also is a fan of the community calendar under the “Live” section. “It’s great to have everything that’s
going on in Paris and Henry County in
the palm of your hand.”
And with the busy holiday season
approaching, that could be helpful for
everyone.

Wedding & Baby Registries

It’s beginning to look a lot like

Christmas!
at

112 E. Washington Street • Paris, TN
Next to Perkins Drugs • DEBRA PERKINS, Owner

(731) 407-9400
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Paris
Photography
Club
publishes
its first
book
© VICTOR BROWN

I

t has been said that we are living in the most photographed
generation ever. But sadly, most
of those photographs are lost to
cyberspace. Everyone with a cellphone
can be a photographer, but few of
those photos are ever printed for prosperity as in previous times.
With that in mind, the Paris Photography Club set out on a two-year
journey to capture the life and times
of Henry County and publish a coffee
table book of photographs. Recently
released, the participating photographers were surprised by the book’s
outcome and felt they had become
part of local history themselves.
Like most projects, the book began
with an idea. “Jeff Roush, our club’s
president, described how a photo club
he formed in Dyersburg had carried
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

out a similar project. Our club members were enthusiastic about doing
something similar,” said Dell Ezell, a
PACU nurse at Henry County Medical
Center who served as the chairperson
of the photo book committee.
To gather enough material to fill a
book, club members did several activities to obtain local photos. Some accepted monthly Facebook challenges
on a particular topic, others attended
community events or participated in
photo safaris, while others were selfmotivated to find captivating images
on their own. Complimenting his
fellow photographers, Ezell boasted,
“They really brought to life what a
special place Henry County is. Sometimes you have to leave the area to
appreciate this, but these pictures in a
subtle, non-verbal way make you say

to yourself, ‘Yeah, that’s where I choose
to live.’ ”
Graphic designer Karen Geary was
visiting the club for the first time when
the discussion of the book began.
“Dell was so excited about this project and that was contagious. Being a
former book designer, I found myself
volunteering the physical layout. I
wasn’t even a club member yet,” Geary
remembered. “But I could see the
outcome before any parameters had
been discussed. Henry County has so
much to offer in the way of beautiful
scenery, abundant wildlife and unique
architecture.”
After two years and thousands
of photos, 23 individuals submitted
five images to a selection committee.
Each person is showcased with three
photos on a two-page spread in the
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© MIKE GRACE

“Night Lights“ is one of the 75 photos featured in the coffee table photo book and depicts a serene Volunteer Drive. It was captured by amateur photographer Mike Grace.

book. “Choosing was hard,” said Ezell.
“There were so many great shots.”
“When the Paris Photography Club
decided to produce this coffee table
book I knew we would have a winner,”
Roush recalled. “I’m proud to say, we
have a masterpiece!”
Although the books are for sale,
Ezell expressed the club’s desire to not
exploit the community for financial
gain. “I wanted very much for this not
to be a commercial enterprise,” said
Ezell. “I hope that future projects can
capture a more comprehensive view
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of the depth and beauty of our culture
throughout the county.”
With the holidays approaching, the
coffee table book would make a nice
gift for locals and out-of-towners. “It
is a real conversation starter,” Ezell
admitted. “It seems like everyone has
a story about one or more of the photographs.”
Preserving history was a defining
outcome for the photo book. “I hope
that the book will help preserve images that might be gone in years to come.
It is my desire that folks will pick up

the book from time to time, look at the
photos, and reflect on what a special
place Henry County is,” Ezell said. “I
also hope that the book will kindle an
interest in someone to pursue photography for themselves.”
Roush added, “This book tells a
visual story about Paris and Henry
County, Tennessee, that has never been
told in one manuscript. I’m proud to
have been a part of its creation.”
In the future, the club will continue
to be at community events, setting
up photo booths, and photographing
as a group around the county. Future
projects are already being discussed
with an emphasis to visually describe
what day-to-day life is like in our community.
Reflecting on the project, Ezell
concluded, “I hope that some part of
our book will say to the viewer’s mind
what Life photographer Joe McNally
once wrote : ‘It is easy to forget how
powerful a photograph can be and occasionally is. For everyone, looking at
a photograph that means something
to them induces an interior seismic
shift. It may be imperceptible and not
understood immediately, but your
compass has been altered, ever so
slightly, and you will never be the same
again.’ ”
To purchase a book or for more information about the club, contact the
Paris Photography Club at parispc1@
gmail.com. The club meets every
fourth Thursday of each month and
welcomes all photographers.
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AROUND OUR TOWN

Events that

Celebrate
the Season!
S

outh of the North Pole, there
are few places with as much
Christmas spirit as Downtown
Paris. Recently, PARIS! visited
with Kathy Ray, Executive Director of
the Downtown Paris Association about
upcoming holiday activities for the
young and the young at heart.

PM – Paris has an outrageous number of Christmas events during Downtown Unwrapped. How many events
are there during that period?
KR – You won’t believe it, but there
are 37 events during the 57 days of
Downtown Unwrapped. It all begins
with our enchanting Christmas Open
Houses, Friday through Sunday, November 4 – 6. November 4 is also the
French Holiday Bazaar at First Presbyterian Church.
PM – We always start our Christmas
shopping that weekend. What comes
next?
KR – The day after Thanksgiving
is North Pole Family Fun Day from 10
am until 2 pm. Santa rolls in on the
big, red fire truck along with Mama
Claus, Rudolph and their elves. 4-H
has FREE children’s activities, and
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Santa visits with the little ones in his
gingerbread house. The Band Boosters
take photos with the big man in red
for $5 each. (Note: Santa is in his gingerbread house every weekend until
Sunday, December 18.)
The next day, November 26, Elf on
the Shelf visits Jack’s Java from noon
until 2 pm. Bring your camera; that’s
exciting stuff!
PM – Indeed it is! Remind us about
the Advent Walk.
KR – Several years ago, Reverend
Joe Geary had the idea for the DPA
to partner with downtown churches
for the Downtown Paris Advent Walk.
Worshippers stroll to six, beautifully
decorated churches for a message and
songs of the season on Wednesday
evening, November 30.
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PM – And then December rolls
around.
KR – Yes, it does! On Saturday,
December 3, the Holiday Bazaar and
Cookie Decorating kicks off December
at Lee Academy for the Arts.
The next day, Sunday, December 4,
the Paris-Henry County Arts Council’s
Community Christmas Concert celebrates the season with song.
PM – The Festival of Trees has a
new home this year, right?
KR – This year’s Fabulous Festival
of Trees is in the former Murray-McKenzie building on Washington Street.
Ed and Vickey Roberts have purchased
this building and have graciously offered it for this event, which runs from
December 6 - 18. This winter wonderland is open Tuesdays – Sundays.
I can hardly wait to see the illuminated trees against that gorgeous
exposed brick.
Hundreds of people attend the
Festival of Trees each year. Having a
tree at the festival is a creative way for
businesses and groups to wish the
community a Merry Christmas and to
create awareness for their products or
services.
PM – The Christmas Festival and
parade is one of our favorites.
KR – It’s one of mine, too. The
Christmas Festival (3:00 – 4:00 pm)
and Sketch Crawl (4:00 – 5:00 pm) are
on Saturday, December 10 followed
immediately by the Holly, Jolly Electric
Christmas Parade at 5:00.
The fun moves to the W.G. Rhea
Public Library on December 17 for the
Polar Express Night.
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North Pole Family Fun Day

Hot Tips

Come see Santa roll into town,
but don’t stand in line!
Go immediately to Commercial
Bank for face painting.
Then enjoy the petting zoo,
ride the train and hear
The Polar Express
at the old depot.
Make Christmas crafts
with the 4H kids, then have some
hot chocolate at Jacks Java or
lunch at one of our
downtown eateries.
Then around 1:00 or so, go visit
Santa, Rudolph and the elves
after the line has gone down.
Don’t forget to support the
Mighty Patriot Band
by having your photo made
with Santa for only $5.
And of course, Sunday, December
18 is Santa’s last day to visit downtown
as he leaves his gingerbread house for
the North Pole. He has to start packing
the sleigh for Christmas Eve.
PM - Speaking of Christmas Eve…
KR– Several of our downtown
churches have Christmas Eve services.
This is a marvelous way to focus on the
reason for the season before Christmas
morning arrives.

PM – Aside from Santa, what are
the perennial favorites?
KR – Everyone loves the Christmas
parade. Also our Christmas Open
Houses offer a nice preview of special
Christmas items. That helps people get
in the spirit.
PM – How does the DPA do this all
for free?
KR – We have fundraisers, such
as the ice cream social, and fashion
shows. We sell Fish Fry beads .We apply for grants from BPU Roundup,
Helping Hand and the Henry County
Tourism Authority. We partner with
other associations and civic groups.
And finally, we have fabulous members. We promote membership
throughout our county, because
downtown belongs to everyone in the
community.
PM – What do these events mean
for Paris and Henry County?
KR – Family is what makes this
community, and in downtown Paris
we are all about making great memories. Our free events bring our grown
children home with their children. We
love seeing three and four generations
together at Christmas downtown.
PM – Last question. Is it true that
you roll your hair in peppermint
sticks during the Christmas season?
KR – Well, yes. Santa brought me
a set of hot peppermint hair rollers
like Mama Claus uses. They work
great and make my hair smell just like
Christmas!

PARIS! for the Holidays 2016 13

Nobody offers more drivers
more discounts. So get yours.
It’s that time of year when some extra
shopping money comes in mighty handy.
So let State Farm® help by carving some
fat oﬀ your car insurance bill.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.®
CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

All Wood Cabinets • Soft-close Hardware • NO Particle Board • Stone, Solid Surface & Laminate Countertops
Kitchens, Baths, Bookcases, Built-Ins, Etc. • Lifetime Warranty
1103139.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

440 FA IRGROUNDS ROAD • PA R IS, TN • 814-312-4765
jim@silverwoodcabinetry.com • www.silverwoodcabinetry.com

If you are a client of Foundation Bank, you can take
REAL TIME BANKING off your Christmas Wish List!

See your transactions right away with our
FOUNDATION MOBILE SOLUTION.
Just another way we are seeking to earn the
FINANCIAL LOYALTY of our FINANCIAL COMMUNITY.

1137 E. WOOD STREET • PARIS, TN • 731-642-3130
14201 HWY. 79N • BUCHANAN, TN • 731-641-8885

foundationbank.org
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JUST FOR FUN

Puzzle solve on page 39

ACROSS
1. Paris __________ Club has published
its first book.
5. Type of cellphone
8. __________ Puzzle Tree
9. Pastor White has church studio for this.
13. John McDougal collected these.
16. Type of holiday cake
17. Who sees children in his house on the
court house lawn?
18. __________ Family Fun Day
20. Warm Springs facility treated this condition.
DOWN
2. __________ Cassidy
3. Type of dark chocolate cookies

visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

DOWN
4. Place this on your door at Christmas time.
6. A woman wears this on wrist or finger.

DOWN
7. __________ Journeys at
Discovery Park of America
10. Serving Paris & Henry
County for 30 years
11. Last name of fighting
brothers
12. Pets shouldn’t be given
as __________ .
14. Jane Chenoweth saw
this President at
Warm Springs
15. Downtown __________
19. __________ Endowment
gives grants to local
teachers.
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SPOTLIGHT

By Shannon McFarlin

J

ane Chenoweth keeps a precious
set of mementoes in a nearby
drawer in her living room, where
she can look at them often.
When she looks at the collection of
old photographs and postcards, she is
remembering a time in her life which
was both precarious and special.
As a child, Chenoweth suffered
with polio and had the rare experience
of being treated at the famous polio
treatment center at Warm Springs,
Georgia. While there, she also met
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
whose polio made him a frequent

visitor to Warm Springs and its recuperative warm waters. The waters was
found to have rejuvenating qualities
for many ailments, including polio.
Chenoweth still has vivid memories
of her time at the sanitarium at Warm
Springs and FDR’s visits with her and
the other patients, complete with all
the hoopla that a presidential visit always brought.
Early treatment
Chenoweth, daughter of the late
Johnnie and Mary Ruth Neese Che-

noweth, was stricken with polio at
the age of three. Her parents took her
immediately to Campbell’s Clinic in
Memphis but they could not offer
much hope.
Her family was good friends with
the Rhea family and one day her father and Dr. W.G Rhea, Sr. were talking
about her health. Her father said he
wished they could get her to someplace that could help and Dr. Rhea
said he had heard of the center at
Warm Springs. Dr. Rhea told her father,
“We’re going to take her there.”
Dr. and Mrs. Rhea drove the Chenoweths to Warm Springs in their

Above: Jane Chenoweth visits with friends at Warm Springs.
Right: Patients at Warm Springs learn of President Roosevelt’s death.
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Lincoln Zephyr automobile, which she
remembered as “quite fancy”. They
had to leave her little sister Judy behind with family “and I know that was
hard on my parents.”
“They drove us all the way there,”
Chenoweth said. “Dr. Rhea wanted to
see about the treatment. I remember
we stayed at the Warm Springs Hotel
and the next night Dr. Rhea and my
Dad had to go back to Paris because
they both had to work.”
Treatment at Warm Springs
The personnel at Warm Springs
said they did not have room for Chenoweth, but her family and the Rheas
were determined.
“Mom and I and Mrs. Rhea stayed
there. Mrs. Rhea had family in Savannah that she could stay with, but she
told Mother to stay at the hotel and to
keep calling them until they let me in.
Rhea said, ‘Let them know you’re not
leaving,’” Chenoweth recalled
The second night, the staff at Warm
Springs called their hotel room and
notified her mother that Jane had been
accepted.
Chenoweth said she was taken to
a children’s ward, which she remembered as being a long room, and that
is where she stayed for a year. At Warm
Springs, she had two surgeries on each
leg quickly after she arrived and both
legs were in casts.
She was also placed in a body cast
which covered most of her and served
to straighten her back and her legs. “I
was the first child to have spinal cord
surgery,” she said. “I remember they
told Mother she couldn’t stay with me
and she hid behind the bed. The nurse
really bawled her out for that, but she
didn’t want to leave me.”
Her many surgeries included two
spinal fusions, and she said the doctors
“put me on a stage there and showed
me to everyone at a conference. I really
hated that. I was 12 by that time and I
was so embarrassed.”
President Roosevelt’s visit
One day the staff announced to everyone that President Roosevelt would
be coming. “We were so excited,” she
said. “They took all of us outside in our
wheelchairs to greet him. I remember
he arrived in a black convertible. He
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

was sitting in the back seat and they
drove him past everyone slowly so he
could wave to each of us.”
Chenoweth said when FDR was
using the pool at Warm Springs, “everyone else had to get out of the pool.
He was always in there alone.” FDR
built a home on the grounds that
was nicknamed “The Little White
House” and Chenoweth remembered, “Whenever FDR came, he
always had a bunch of movie stars
visiting him. I remember that Georgia Hall on the grounds
was always all lit up
when he was there
because he was
entertaining. The
lights just sparkled.”
Fond memories of
Warm Springs
Her first months at Warm Springs
were difficult and lonely with all the
surgeries and recuperation. Most of
her days were spent in bed or a wheelchair. Nurses would wheel the children
onto the large veranda so they could
enjoy the sunshine and fresh air. Gradually, visitors were allowed to visit her,
and she made friends with other girls
her age, too.
Chenoweth said most of her memories of Warm Springs are good. “I
wasn’t scared. It was a beautiful place.
The doctors were nice and the nurses
were, too, except for the one that yelled
at Mother.”
But most of all, she said, she thanks
Warm Springs and its staff for her ability to walk. “I have fond memories
of the place. They really helped me.
When I went there, I was completely
crooked and they straightened out my
spine. Because of them, I was able to
walk with crutches the rest of my life
until 2004 when I broke my leg.”
When FDR started the March of
Dimes Foundation to raise money
for polio research, Chenoweth said,
“Some men from FDR came to Warm
Springs and handed out dimes to every young person there. They said the
dimes had just come out of the mint.
I wore mine as a necklace.” She still
treasures that dime.
Back home in Paris
Chenoweth was already back

home in Paris when FDR died. “I remember that so well. We were so upset
when he died,” she said. “It was a very
sad time.” FDR died at Warm Springs
while having his portrait painted and a
funeral was held for him there.
One of Chenoweth’s friends was
still at Warm Springs at that time and
took photos of the funeral procession,
including one of a military officer with
FDR’s famous dog Fala. That image is
among the photographs in her collection today. Other photos she still has
include pictures of her in her wheelchair and with her friends there.
In Paris, Chenoweth graduated
from Grove High School in 1953 and
was a member of the National Honor
Society. She worked for several years at
the Board of Public Utilities.
Chenoweth and her family returned to Warm Springs many years
later on a family trip. “We were going
to Florida and Dad said, ‘Let’s go by
Warm Springs’. We saw parts of it we
hadn’t seen when I was there. The Little White House was open to the public
after FDR died and we went through it
and remembered it all.”
Over the years, the center at Warm
Springs was allowed to deteriorate
“and that was sad”, she said. “But I
have my good memories of it all.”
Shannon McFarlin is a freelance writer
and author. Her book about the history of
Camp Tyson has been published and is for
sale locally and on the Internet.
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SCHOOL OF THOUGHT

Paris Elementary 4th graders
demonstrate the revolution of
the earth and moon around the
sun and learn why the moon’s
appearance seems to change.
Left to right: Ava Higgins, Kyra
Taylor, and Erin Smith

…Enriching Education

L

ike inventors, writers and
musicians, great teachers are
creative to their core. These are
the people who awaken in the
night with new ideas to help capture
their students’ imaginations and spark
learning. But implementation of great
ideas generally comes with a price
tag, and that’s where Plus Endowment
comes in.
In the 1999 inaugural “Plus Endowment Update,” it described a “creative
funding program designed to provide
grant money for innovative educational experiences in the public schools.”
The brainchild of retired School Superintendent William Atchison, Plus Endowment was modeled after a similar
program in Milan, Tennessee.
The idea was simple. Individuals,
businesses and groups contribute to
Plus Endowment. As the corpus grows,
the dividends grow. Teachers apply for
grants to fund their innovative projects. Grants are awarded, and exciting,
educational endeavors take place resulting in increased student learning.
But the entire program hinges on that
first part, “donations from people and
businesses.”
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Who donates?
Teachers and staff in the two school
systems are huge donors, according to Plus President Susan Hayes.
“Each year they contribute in excess
of $10,000 through payroll deduction.
Other businesses can easily put payroll
deduction in place for their employees
or individuals can simply do a bank
draft,” said Hayes. “A small monthly
bank draft can quickly turn into a large
annual donation,” she said.
Other ways to give include making an annual donation, making a
donation in honor or in memory of a
teacher or loved one. This is especially
a good idea this time of year. Individuals can include Plus Endowment in
their estate planning.
Because there is no paid staff with
Plus, a 501c3 non-profit organization,
the lion’s share of the money is used on
grants. Only a small portion is used to
promote the program.
The big jump
During Plus Endowment’s first year,
1999, a total of $2,500 was awarded
to six teachers. By 2013, more than
$22,000 was awarded. Three years

later, that figure more than doubled
when 107 grants were awarded totaling more than $50,000. But how did
that happen?
In short, the board of directors doubled down on program awareness and
fundraising. “August was designated
‘Plus Endowment Month,’” said VicePresident Steve Blount. “The city and
county mayors made joint proclamations which garnered much press, plus
we promoted it on our Facebook page.
We also did some very visible fundraising that month, as well.”
“Board members and friends of
Plus waited tables the first Saturday
in August at a fundraising breakfast at
Ann and Dave’s. Along with all of the
tips, 10% of the sales plus our bake sale
revenue, we made more than $1,650,”
said Blount. “But that wasn’t all we
made that morning – we made a lot
of friends, too. Folks were able to ask
questions and really understand what
Plus Endowment is all about.”
While the two school systems have
always been supportive, they went into
overdrive encouraging their teachers
to apply for grants and encouraging
the community to get on board.
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

Henry County School Superintendent Dr. Brian Norton said that the
work of Plus Endowment speaks volumes. “It says to teachers, ‘I appreciate
what you do each day, and so I want
to support you in something great for
your students,’” he said.
“Plus Endowment grants provide
enrichment and intervention opportunities to our students. When I look
over the grant recipients, it is likely
that every Henry County student is
touched in one way or another by the
grant dollars.
“The grants also allow teachers
to step outside of the mandate of
state standards or district curriculum
and add a special creative spark to
their instruction. Our school system is
blessed by the generosity of the community and the hard work of the Plus
Endowment Board.”
Favorites
Over 17 years, hundreds of grants
have been awarded. What are Blount’s
and Hayes’ favorites? “I love the big red

hauler that Rusty Wiles is working on
with his HCHS automotive students,”
said Blount. “When you get into the
details of what the kids are learning
as they build that vehicle, it’s super
impressive. Plus, when it’s completed,
it will be used at parades, the fair and
ballgames to promote the automotive
department, HCHS and even Plus Endowment! It’s great.”
Susan Hayes knew her favorite
grant immediately. “It’s the Reality
Store,” she said. “Not only is this a
grant where the two school systems
can work together, it’s an opportunity
for our students to see what life is like
for grown-ups. They take on the role
of the head of the family. They have a
salary, make necessary purchases, pay
bills and make decisions about luxuries. It is an eye opener on many levels;
it really sticks with them.”
For more information on Plus
Endowment or to make an end of
the year contribution, contact Susan
Hayes at jsusanhayes@hotmail.com or
Blount at turkeytalker@charter.net.

AMBER BRINLEY
(731) 333-4551

BOB GRAY
(731) 220-8041

1507 East Wood Street • Paris, TN

731-642-0515

www.landmarkrealtytn.com

Sick during the holidays?
Angie Justice’s Pre-K class at Henry Elementary has enjoyed taking home their literacy
bags for Family Game Night. Each bag contained a book and a game board. Pictured is
Marshal Eaton with his dad, Jon, and his brother, Harrison.

Try our friendly, personal service
to assist you with all your medical needs!

YOUR HOME TOWN PHARMAC Y
FOR ALL OF YOUR CLASSROOM NEEDS
Owners: Kevin Buie and Brenda Evans

312B NORTH MARKET STREET • PARIS, TN
One block north of the Historic County Court House

731-540-1222
Email: sales@kandbsupplies.com
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731-407-7220
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• CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU •
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REMINISCENCE

By John McDougal
My first Christmas memory came
in a four-room house on the two-lane
Mineral Wells Avenue. I spent Christmas Eve with my dad, and during the
afternoon, I fell asleep. When I awoke,
the largest candy cane I had ever seen
was hanging from the mantle over a
fireplace. I asked my dad where that
came from. He said one of Santa’s
helpers had brought it while I was
asleep. It was the first of many memories I had at Christmas.
The next day, I found cars and
some toy trucks placed under the
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Christmas tree. One of the toys was a
large Dick Tracy police car that had a
flashing light on it.
Years later, long before video
games, I awoke to an impressive service station on Christmas. That was so
long ago when gasoline cost 29 cents
a gallon and service stations were on
a large number of corners in Paris. In
a gas war, one could purchase gas for
19 cents a gallon. I remember my dad
filled the tank on his 1955 Chevrolet
Belair Station Wagon for five dollars.
The service station I received that

Christmas had two stories and a handoperated elevator that brought toy cars
up to the station’s second level. When
it was time to leave, the car could depart on a ramp at the backside of the
station. For an eight-year-old, this was
exciting.
On another Christmas, I received a
modest electric freight train. The track
was a figure-eight, and I can’t remember how many cars it had, but naturally it had an engine and a caboose.
The craze in my neighborhood
some years later was bricks now called
Legos. If one was crafty enough, building a house with plastic bricks was an
accomplishment.
We lived in a modest 4-room apartment where I had my own room. My
fascination in those years was fire
trucks. Paris had a volunteer fire department then. I collected fire trucks
and lined them up under my bed.
They were always ready to go. This
wasn’t a small collection, either. I had
about 10 fire trucks under that bed.
The more impressive ones had bells
and sirens. One of my favorites had a
flashing light on it. A friend of mine
offered me a silver dollar for that truck,
but I passed on the offer. I’m sure
my parents worried about me burning down the house since I loved the
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com
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Surprises from under the tree on so many
Christmas mornings have
eventually faded away.
But the memories of
those long ago, and
not so long ago,
gatherings still live
in my mind.
John McDougal is
a retired newswriter
and enjoys singing
and preaching in local
churches.

Season’s Greetings
During this holiday season,
we wish you all the best.
Pete Piskos, AAMS®

MKT-9811-A

sound of a fire truck with a siren blaring and lights flashing.
As I grew older, I learned Christmas
had its share of wonderful smells. The
kitchen and living room were large
enough to accommodate our family
members for Christmas dinner. My
mother did all the cooking. The smell
of meat and vegetables with delicious
desserts filled that apartment along
with other smells from the natural
Christmas tree. It came from some
wooded area and was covered with
lights and other trimmings.
It was during these years I learned
my mother had a great Christmas
spirit. The dinner table had handmade
name tags where my relatives would
sit. It was part of our Christmas Day.
The dessert table had such treats as
jam, coconut and sometimes strawberry cakes, but Mother had to keep
an eye on Dad. He wanted to eat her
jam cake before it was time. She also
made delicious Date Nut Kisses.
After the meal, those in the kitchen joined those who had eaten in the
living room. There the gifts waited
under the Christmas tree. Uncles,
aunts, cousins, and grandparents
were all there to enjoy the day. I realized years later the spirit of giving
emanated between members of my
family. I loved the presents and the
food.
As an adult, I celebrated Christmas with my own family. I thought
the first Christmas was really special.
To me, Christmas should have its surprises. My stepson never dreamed a
video game would be under the tree
for him. The surprise he expressed
that Christmas is still with me. It was
filled with joys and hugs.
While the gifts were fairly modest,
the expression, “It’s the thought that
counts,” was evident as my wife and
two children gathered for a Christmas
celebration.
Future holidays brought things
like a PlayStation, other video games
and televisions along with meals at
my mother-in-law’s house. The taste
of boiled custard and sweet potato
casserole along with the usual turkey and dressing will always be a
memory. Arlene Workman knew how
to cook and make everyone feel at
home.
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PARIS CUISINE

Grown Ups & Chocolate
By Annie Mayoza Holmes

T

his whole growing up thing is
weird.
Last weekend I went home
for my best childhood friend’s
baby shower. We both live in different
places, far away from our hometown
and we only see each other about
twice a year. We chit-chat often, but for
the most part, we are friends from afar.
I love her, I miss her and I know she
feels the same but we have come to
terms with the fact that we won’t ever
ride bikes to each others houses again
or have sleep overs. We are grown-up
friends in grown-up places.
I know that. Logically, I understand.
But within minutes of seeing her this
weekend all those years faded away.
She was Katie and I was Annie, and we
were gossipy girls again. It was as if no
time had passed. I have always loved
that about our friendship.
When the shower was over we
stood around much longer than we
should avoiding our goodbyes. She

and I stood outside the little country
church as the sun was setting and said
a tearful goodbye. We hugged a bit longer and a bit tighter than normal with
her big baby belly in between us. It is
the last time I will see her before she
has a family of her own.
I drove away, down the winding
country back roads to my parents’
house and passed the roads she and I
played on and the fields we learned to
drive in and I couldn’t help but smile.
I pray no matter how many miles
and how many years pass, life will always bring us back together.
And now chocolate, because…
well, why not?
Annie Mayoza Holmes is the gluten-free
blogger behind the website Maebells. She is
a Henry County native who has a passion
for revamping classic Southern dishes into
lighter, healthier, gluten-free fare. To see
more from Annie, visit her website, www.
maebells.com.

DARK CHOCOLATE PEPPERMINT COOKIES
INGREDIENTS
• 1 (15 ounce box) chocolate cake mix
• 2 large eggs, beaten
• ⅓ cup canola oil
• 2 tablespoons butter, melted
• 1 cup chopped Andes mints
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350° F.
2. Combine the cake mix, eggs, oil and butter until a thick cookie
batter forms. Fold in the Andes mints.
3. Spray a large baking sheet with cooking spray and roll the
dough into golf ball size balls.
4. Bake 10 minutes.
5. BE CAREFUL not to over bake. Allow cookies to cool on a
cooling rack, not on the pan to avoid over baking.
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DARK CHOCOLATE POPOVERS
WITH WARM RASPBERRY SAUCE
INGREDIENTS
For the Chocolate Popovers
• 1½ cup gluten free Bisquick
• 1 teaspoon salt
• 3 tablespoons cocoa powder
• 1 tablespoon coconut sugar
For the Raspberry Syrup
• 1 cup fresh raspberries
• 2 tablespoons coconut sugar
• ⅛ cup water

• 4 eggs, room temp
• 1¾ cups milk
• ¾ cup finely chopped dark chocolate

• 2 teaspoons corn starch
• 2 teaspoons warm water

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 450° F. Heat a 12-count muffin tin or 12 count popover pan.
2. Whisk together flour, salt, cocoa powder and sugar until combined.
3. Whisk together eggs and milk in a separate bowl and fold into the flour mixture until completely blended.
4. Add half of the chopped dark chocolate.
5. Remove the baking tins from the oven and quickly spray with cooking spray
(or brush with one tablespoon of melted butter).
6. Working quickly pour the batter into the baking tins filling 3/4 full. Sprinkle the rest of the chocolate
over the top of the batter.
7. Bake 20 minutes.
For the Raspberry Sauce
9. Combine the raspberries, water and sugar heat to medium and let it simmer for 15 minutes.
10. Strain the mixture and discard the seeds.
11. In a small bowl combine the water and corn starch and pour into the raspberry sauce.
Return to heat and let the mixture thicken.
12. Serve over warm popovers with additional chocolate and fresh raspberries.

DARK CHOCOLATE RASPBERRY
CHEESECAKE BITES
INGREDIENTS
•
1 (8 ounce) package of cream cheese (I used reduced fat)
•
3/4 cup powdered sugar
•
1/8 cup fresh raspberries (more if you prefer a stronger flavor)
•
1 cup dark chocolate chips
•
4 to 5 cups chocolate covered pretzels
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Using a stand mixer or electric mixer combine the cream cheese, sugar, raspberries until completely blended.
2. Place the cheesecake mixture in the freezer for 10 minutes to allow it to firm up so it is easier to handle.
3. Pipe or carefully spoon the mixture onto one side of a pretzel and top with a second pretzel to form a sandwich.
4. Place the cheesecake stuffed pretzels on a wax paper lined baking sheet and place in the freezer for 20 minutes
so they become firm.
5. Carefully melt the chocolate by microwaving 30 seconds at a time until it is smooth.
6. Dunk the pretzel bites into the chocolate and place on the wax paper.
7. Store in freezer until ready to serve.
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FACES & PLACES

Marty Gordon and Susan Jones were all smiles while they helped
the DPA sell drinks at Commercial Bank’s Noon on the Square.

Linda Hilliard, pastor of Antioch
United Methodist Church, prepares
for the annual Blessing of the Pets
with doggie treats.
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Coach James Counce leads the singing of “Happy Birthday” for
Dustin Warman at the HCHS Pep Rally at the Henry County Fair.

Dispatcher Debbie Tummins and her doggie
with Deputy Ricky Wade at the Boss Hoss Rally
in downtown Paris.

Shelby Freeman picks which pumpkins she
likes best, with grower Ted Neumann’s
help, at Oktoberfest this year.
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FACES & PLACES

Fairest of the Fair Jayna Nance and First Maid Aleece Passman enjoy the Moon Pie contest at the Fair.

Paris Building Inspector Mike Brown
working at Clean Sweep Paris Day in
the Atkins Porter neighborhood.
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Shania Teague and Macy Vermillion in their best togas at the
Henry County High School Homecoming festivities.

Aubrea Irby of Paris found a lot of neat
old clothes to play dress-up in at the
7Sisterz Fall Festival.

Sheriff Monte Belew and his pal “Si” at the Got
Milk! promotion at Lakewood to remind kids
about the importance of drinking milk.
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FEATURE
Pastor
Leon White

By Shannon McFarlin

O

ne day several years ago,
Pastor A.Z. Hall was in the
middle of a message to
members of the Church
of God in Christ in Jackson when he
paused and looked at Leon White and
said, “God is getting ready to enlarge
your borders. People will come from
all around. They’ll come looking for
catfish and they’ll find your church.”
Today, Pastor White looks back on
that prophesy with wonder, “Can you
imagine that?” White, along with his
evangelist wife, Veronica , are pastors
of Church In Paris, which has grown by
leaps and bounds from a small group
meeting around a table at the Hampton Inn to the congregation it is today.
When Pastor Hall made his prediction, they had not begun to make any
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plans for such a church. “It was God,”
White said. “He did it.”
When the Whites decided to move
from Chicago to Paris years ago,
they were predominantly looking for
“somewhere for our kids to be safe because we didn’t want them brought up
in that environment.”
Veronica Hagler White hails from
Paris, so they made their way back to
her hometown, arriving at the former
Greyhound Station at the train depot
on Ruff Street carrying little more than
their suitcases.
Pastor White became an ordained
minister in 1982 and was appointed
to churches in Martin, Tiptonville and
then at Milan.
Along the way, he said he had an
epiphany. “I saw a table with chairs

around it, but at the time I didn’t know
what that meant,” he said.
The simple table and chairs at the
Hampton Inn is what started them
on the road to Church In Paris. Their
church now contains a room with a
table and chairs around it where Bible
studies are conducted. “We want to be
real about Christ.”
As membership grew, Church In
Paris outgrew the room at the Hampton Inn, and it moved to the former
Lutheran Church on West Wood Street.
Outgrowing that building, it then
moved into the former Maplewood
Baptist Church on Grove Street.
The church is full of life and expanding all the time. In addition to
the sanctuary and offices, it contains
a kitchen, two dining rooms, colorful
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

Leon and
Veronica White

and vibrant classrooms for children,
a video and recording studio, and a
work-out room for church members.
Presently, members are remodeling a
room into a bookstore and gift shop.
“We think this is the best-kept secret in West Tennessee”, White said.
Why has the church grown so much
in so little time? “Through the word of
God,” White said. “People have seen
their loved ones change as they learn
the scriptures.”
One of the aspects Pastor White
is most proud of is “Voice Book,” the
church’s 24-hour prayer line. By calling 731-400-0247, anyone can make
a prayer request. “They can either do

it anonymously or ask that someone
contact them,” he said.
White is a talented videographer
and has crafted commercials for
the prayer line which have aired on
Charter Cable. The response has been
tremendous, he said. “We have had
hundreds of calls from all over – Parsons to Brownsville, Milan, Savannah,
Grand Junction, Jackson. People have
been helped by this and it’s just been
overwhelming.”
White has been interested in recording and videography for some
time and has converted a couple of
rooms in the church building to a studio where he produces documentaries

and family histories, along with commercials for local businesses that air at
the Parisian Theatre.
The documentaries and family histories are his real passion, combining
his love of history with videography. “I
just think it’s really important for families to know their history, to sit down
and share them with each other.”
Church In Paris is located at 1822
Grove Street where worship begins
at 8:30 am Sunday mornings. They
would love to welcome you there.
Pastor White said the achievements
of Church In Paris continue to amaze
and delight him. “It’s grown organically. It’s all about God.”
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IN THE GARDEN

By John Watkins

O

nce again the holiday season is upon us. And with
what has become sort of a
tradition for me, I thought
I might spend a few moments listing
a few of the many things for which I
am thankful. I’ve always considered
myself a “glass half full” kind of guy, so
it comes easy to find a little something
to be thankful for in almost any situation. So here we go, let the thankfulness begin!
First of all, I am thankful that I live
in a country where freedom prevails.
Freedom to plant red salvia next to
orange marigolds if I want to. Freedom
to put tomato plants in my flower bed.
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

And the unalienable right to put a garden gnome right out in the open on
my back porch, if I so desire. God Bless
America!
I’m thankful that most acorns are
about the size of a pea weighing next
to nothing. Imagine if you were parked
under a majestic oak and all of a sudden an acorn the size of a bowling ball
came crashing down! I think I’d have to
consider moving to Arizona where the
only decent shade trees to be found
are just photographs in the National
Geographic on the coffee table.
I’m thankful that all plants don’t
cause allergic reactions like poison ivy.
I can just see myself having to wear

a radiation suit every time I went out
to mow the lawn. Florist shops would
have to require background checks
before allowing you to buy a dozen
roses. And Vegans would no longer be
able to talk incessantly about the newest ways to cook kale. (Well, that last
one wouldn’t be all bad.)
I’m thankful that almost all tree
leaves are green. Could you just imagine if they were something really weird
like light blue? You wouldn’t be able
to tell where the tree ended and the
sky began! Or maybe a bright pink or
fluorescent purple. It would like trying to catch some shade under a giant
Teletubby.
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I’m thankful that plants can grow
using sunlight and water. What if we
had to go out every night and plug
them in or fill them up with gas in order to get them to bloom? I’d probably
forget half the time and end up with
a yard full of malnourished, drooping weeds. Either that or I’d forget to
unplug them and end up with a landscape that looked like something from
Land of the Lost.
On a similar note, I’m thankful that
bees, butterflies, and wind take care
of most of the pollinating for us. If
they relied on me to go out and gather
pollen from one plant and take it to
another so that I could have an apple
or pear, I guess I’d have to go back to
my college days of sustaining almost
exclusively on Ramen noodles.
I’m thankful for reggae music. No
particular reason, just because.
I’m thankful for the Monkey Puzzle
tree. Not that I could grow one in this
area if I wanted to and not because
they are even all that beautiful. Mainly
because I just like the sound of the
name – Monkey Puzzle. Come on, say

it with me…Monkey Puzzle. Next time
you’re having a bad day, just repeat
that name a few times and you’ll be
feeling better in no time.
I’m thankful for the first person
who decided that mushrooms might
be good to eat. I can almost hear him
saying to himself, “So, here’s this funny
looking fungus growing right in the
middle of a cow pie. I think I might just
try eating that thing!” Thank goodness
he did, otherwise I might be quartering up something like a rutabaga to
marinate and pour over my steak.
I’m thankful for the guy who invented the rotary lawnmower. Because
I’m sure my neighbors would be in a
constant state of anger with me for my
sheep always straying over into their
yard and eating all their pansies.
Finally, I’m thankful I live in such a
wonderful small town like Paris, Tennessee! With a beautiful downtown,
lovely neighborhoods, and a genuine
friendliness in everyone you meet, I
wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.
Happy Holidays and Happy Gardening Everyone!

Monkey Puzzle Tree
Araucaria araucana
John Watkins is the grounds director at
Discovery Park of America and resides in
Henry County.
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HEALTHY IDEAS

By Karen Geary

N

ot everyone likes the holiday
seasons. It’s hard to believe
that someone wouldn’t
enjoy home-cooked turkey
dinners, relatives around the table,
cheering and shouting at football
games on television or in the stadium,
baking holiday cookies and pies, and
humming carols while doing everyday
tasks. But for some, they can’t wait for
the holidays to end.
Years ago, I worked for a former
naval intelligencer officer who had
experienced horrific investigations in
Vietnam. To most, he seemed like a
man of steel. But when the holidays,
like Thanksgiving or Christmas, rolled
around on the calendar, he would
retreat to his office and rarely involve
himself in routine office banter. Once
while offering him some Christmas
cookies in his office, he muttered, “I
hate Christmas.”
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From the look on his face, I could
tell it wasn’t the holiday itself that he
hated, but a trauma that had occurred
in his life. I had worked with him long
enough to know not to press him for
details and I went about my work day.
Later, he apologized for his refusal of
my cookie offering and asked if I still
had any. As I took the plastic wrap
off the cookie plate, he quietly spoke
about his aversion.
“Christmas wasn’t a good time for
me as a child,” he said. “My folks drank
and the holidays gave them an excuse
to drink more. They always fought
and yelled a lot. Often, there were no
meals. Sometimes they forgot any gifts.
When they did remember, my toys
were sometimes broken during their
fights.” Sadly, each holiday brought
back painful memories for him.
After he told me about spending most of his holidays hiding in his

room, I could understand why he
experienced negative reactions during
festive times. That encounter made me
more sympathetic of those who hide
their secret pains.
Understanding
The best ways to deal with individuals with anti-holiday sentiments is to
understand. If the person doesn’t want
to talk about it, it is best to give them
their private space. Trying to draw talk
from the person might make them
withdraw more. If their holiday depression and anxiety seems too much
for them, seek professional help from
their personal physician.
Lower holiday anticipations
If a family member suffers from this
type of depression, it is better to lower
the anxiety of the holidays for that person. Plan low-key events with a small
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com
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number of people attending. Ask the
person what they would like for dinner
or what holiday event they would like
to attend to help ease the pressures
to be jolly. Remember, no holiday is
perfect so try not to have a magazineinspired holiday or keep up with the
neighbors. Just have your own peaceful family fun times.
Gratitude and thankfulness
If you personally experience the
pressures of the holidays, a good piece
of advice is to take an accounting of
your life and be grateful.
Holiday seasons will come and go,
but reflect daily on what is good in
your life. It may not sound like much,
but when you take an accounting of
your life, gratitude will help put things
into perspective.
Thoughtful giving
Giving goes hand-in-hand with
gratitude. If you have the means, give
to a cause that helps ease past traumas. The first thing most people think
of at the holidays is donating toys to
underprivileged children, which is a
worthy cause, but try to personalize
your giving.
Consider placing an honor wreath
on a military grave. Donate funds to
supply critical medical care to people
affected by hurricanes, buy a goat for
a village in a foreign land, or assist local food basket programs. Check on
an elderly neighbor and help with a
household task or errand. The list is

Meaningful giving, like placing a wreath on a military grave, helps reduce stress for some
individuals who dread the holidays.

endless and even if your resources are
limited, one person helping another
person is always the best gift.
Personal care
Finally, if you are anxious about the
holidays, take care of yourself. Lack
of sleep, exercise, or healthy foods
only adds to the stress. A rested body
and mind will help you deal with the
added pressures. Lighten your holiday
calendar and make it a purpose not to
overload your days.
Remember, Clark Griswald in the
movie National Lampoon’s Christmas

Vacation? His inflated expectations
were stressful and destroyed his holiday. Your holidays may not be what
most envision as ideal, but what feels
right for you and your family is more
important than the stress and anxiety.
By doing a thoughtful evaluation,
you or your family member will gain
control of the stressful holiday period.
Like my boss, recognize the source of
the depression or anxiety, communicate what you feel, and find some
action to lessen the stress. By doing so,
the holidays will be less uncomfortable
and easier to handle.
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ALL ABOUT PETS

By Karen Geary

G

iving pets as Christmas gifts
is as nostalgic as an old black
and white movie. The image
of a huge gift box wiggling
under the Christmas tree and a gleefully squealing child ripping the top off
to reveal a cute, face-licking puppy is
programmed in our minds as the ultimate gift solution. Or is it?
According to pet experts, the holiday season is not the proper time to
give an animal as a gift. The decision to
add a pet to your household should be
well thought out and not hastily made.
Here are a few points to consider when
contemplating a gift pet.
The holidays are a very busy time
of the year
Families are busy enough keeping
up with their hectic holiday schedules
– visiting family members, cooking
and baking responsibilities, decorat-
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ing the home, shopping, parties, and
drop-in guests. Now add a new puppy
or kitten to the mix. It’s frightening
enough for a pet to be introduced to
its new environment, but adding one
in the hustle and bustle of the holidays
can be overwhelming for the little
creature. Its’ needs and care can also
be time consuming for the child and
the parent.
It is best to wait to bring a new pet
into your household during warmer
weather of spring and summer. The
days are longer and provide an excellent time for bonding with the pet during outdoor play sessions and walks in
the neighborhood.
When school is out during the
summer, the child more available for
responsibilities such as pet obedience
training, feeding, litter box cleaning
and exercising. Plus, it will be easier
to potty train your new puppy to the

outdoors when it’s warm. Even a dog
doesn’t like lifting his tail on cold,
snowy ground.
Pets should never be considered a
“gift” to a child
This is an important lesson in your
child’s life: a pet is a living, breathing creature, not a toy that can be put
away or forgotten like many Christmas
gifts. As with any living creature, it
must be cared for and loved. A child
might not realize that responsibility
when the pet is suddenly presented to
him or her under the Christmas tree.
Parents need to realize that after
the gift wrap is thrown out and households return to their normal routine,
the pet remains. When the child is
pressed into service to care for the pet,
he or she may resent that responsibility, decide the pet is too much of a
bother, and turn their back on their
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

new companion. It is the parent’s
responsibility to evaluate the child’s
readiness for a pet before the holidays.
Pets are a long-term commitment
A new puppy or kitten will be a
family member on average for 10 to
15 years. That means a child literally
grows up with the pet and often leaves
their pet at home when he or she
departs for college, military, or job opportunities.
It is estimated that yearly expense
for a pet is between $350 to $500 depending on the size of the animal. A
family needs to add those expenses
into their household budget when
considering a new pet. If money becomes tight, many times the family pet
is the first expenditure to be eliminated. Imagine your pet’s despair when
suddenly it is removed from its comfy
home and taken to the stark environment of an animal shelter.
As a parent, will you be willing to
continue the care for an aging pet
when your son or daughter leaves
home? Many people do not consider
this aspect or the expense of veterinarian care as the animal ages. Animal
shelters are full of aging animals that
are difficult to place in new homes.

ready “just in time for Christmas.”
Often, these puppies or kittens are
shipped into cities from puppy mills
or sold by disreputable individuals.
Many of those animals were raised in
filthy, inhumane conditions and have
had little interaction or handling from
humans. Your chances of purchasing
an animal with disease, disorders or
behavioral problems increase.
Wait before adopting a new pet
during the holiday period
If your child really wants a new pet
for Christmas, consider
giving your child a
pet gift pack with
pet bowls, bed,
toys, collar
and leash
in it. Also,

enclose in the pack a gift certificate for
a pet adoption from the local animal
shelter. This will allow time to grow
anticipation, talk with your child about
what type of pet they wish for and to
discuss pet responsibility.
Chances are that within a couple of
months of Christmas, the local animal
shelter will be full of young purebred
puppies and kittens that other children grew restless of after the holiday
season. Someone else’s cast-off pet
could very well become your family’s
best companion for life.
Karen Geary is a freelance
graphic designer and
writer who is owned
by Lilly, a rescued
dachshund
mix pup.

Beware of purchasing your pet from
a pet store or a classified ad
During the holiday season, a flurry
of pet stores will pop up in shopping
centers and there will be an increase
in ads claiming pedigreed animals are
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WHEN BULLETS FLEW
As part of his quest to help save our forgotten and often ignored history for
future generations, Larry Ray is compiling a number of articles detailing the history
of some local families during the Civil War. This is the twenty-fifth in the series.
Previous articles can be read online in the archives of MyParisMagazine.com.

By Larry Ray

A

lthough Henry County
was not formed until 1821,
there are many living here
whose ancestors fought
bravely in the Revolutionary War and
War of 1812. Some of those veterans
came to Henry County after receiving
land grants for their military service.
Among these early families are the
Paschalls, which is one of the largest
pioneer families of Henry County with
roots going back to the early 1800s.
The graves of hundreds of Confederate veterans in cemeteries throughout the county show that Henry
County went beyond expectations in
furnishing volunteers for the Confederacy. One of the reasons our small
county became known as the “Volunteer County of the Volunteer State” was
for supplying over 2,500 volunteers to
the Confederacy. Although the county
is only 70 miles from Illinois, very few
chose to join the Union cause.
This is the story of one of those
early families that sacrificed so much.
After the death of her husband, William, Ann Paschall migrated to Henry
County in 1823 from North Carolina
and settled on 640 acres northwest of
Puryear where the Paschall Cemetery
is now located.
One of her sons, Elisha Paschall
(1797-1844) and his wife Rachel (1802-
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1890) came with her to Henry County.
Elisha and Rachel had 11 children including 7 sons that were all of military
age during the Civil War. Six of the seven sons joined the Confederacy with
two becoming officers. Four of these
sons were captured and sent to prison
with one being severely wounded, but
they all miraculously survived the war.
The Civil War had a tremendous
impact on every family in the county,
but the Paschalls felt it more than
most. The following is a short history
of these brothers.

near Chicago. He was exchanged at
Vicksburg, Mississippi, in 1862. He
served the remainder of the war with
the 4th Tennessee Infantry Regiment.
He was paroled at the end of the war
in Greensboro, North Carolina, and
walked home. He and his wife are
buried in Martin/Coats Cemetery near
Crossland in Henry County.

William George Washington Paschall
(1826-1910)
William was the oldest brother. He
married Mary Ann Paschall, had four
children and migrated to Dallas County, Texas after the war with his brother
Edwin. He is buried there in Long
Creek Cemetery. It is rumored that he
fought in the war for the Confederacy,
but information is limited.

Elisha Paschall (1831-1904)
Elisha married Elizabeth Martin in
1854, the sister of his brother Samuel’s
wife, and had seven boys and five girls.
He was elected a 2nd Lieutenant of the
46th Tennessee Infantry. Elisha was
also captured at Island #10 and was
imprisoned in an officer’s prison at
Camp Chase, Ohio. He was exchanged
at Vicksburg and rejoined the Confederacy as a 1st Lieutenant. At the end
of the war he was paroled and walked
back home to Henry County. He and
his wife are buried in Mill Creek Cemetery in Henry County.

Samuel Lafayette Paschall
(1827-1924)
Samuel married Elvira Martin in
1851. They had six sons and six daughters. Samuel joined the 46th Tennessee
Infantry and was captured at the battle
for Island #10 on the Mississippi River
and sent to Camp Douglas prison

John Dill Paschall (1833-1898)
John married Malinda Jane Nantes
and had 12 children. John was Captain
of Company K of the 46th Tennessee
Infantry and was also captured at Island #10 and sent to an officer’s prison
with his brother Elisha at Camp Chase,
Ohio. He was exchanged at Vicksburg
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

and rejoined the fight.
He served in the Atlanta Campaign
of 1864 and was severely wounded at
the Battle of Franklin losing a thumb
and two fingers of his right hand. He
was also wounded in the neck and
knee. Captain Paschall was brought
back to Henry County strapped to a
horse which took 17 agonizing days.
After the war, he farmed and raised
prized tobacco. He and his wife are
both buried in the Paschall Cemetery
near Puryear.
Martin Van Buren Paschall (18401909)
Married Demetrus Semetri Key
who was the sister of William Harrison
Key. They had one child Edwin Macon
Paschall. He and his wife are buried in
Mill Creek Cemetery in Henry County.
He was the only brother that did not
fight in the war.
Edwin Polk Paschall (1842-1926)
Edwin served with the 6th Company of the 5th Regiment of Tennessee
Volunteers. He married Elvira Brisendine in 1864 and had 10 children. He
migrated to Mesquite, Texas in 1871
with his brother William and is buried
near his brother in Long Creek Cemetery in Dallas County, Texas.
Thomas Paschall
Thomas was the youngest son;
born shortly after his father’s death
around 1844. He also joined the 46th
Tennessee Infantry and was in com-

SAMUEL PASCHALL

pany K with his older brothers Samuel,
Elisha and John. He was captured
with them at Island #10, sent to Camp
Douglas prison, and survived the war.
He is listed in the 1870 census but no
other record was found of him past
that date.
Family survival
The South was devastated by the
Civil War. No other generation has ever
known as much about sharing and
caring. The Paschalls and other families found that to survive they had to
help one another and could only move
forward through hard work.
There are literally hundreds of local
citizens who are descendants of this
great family. Just a few of the descendants of these brothers are Martin Paschall, great-great grandson of Elisha;
Kathy Callicott Ray, the great-great
granddaughter of Samuel, Keith Paschall, the great grandson of Samuel
and many, many others.
Special thanks to Stepanie Tayloe
with the Henry County Genealogy Office, Beverly Paschall Fridy, a distant
cousin of these brothers and Sandra L.
Paschall, great-granddaughter of John
Dill that provided valuable assistance
in my research.
Larry Ray is Executive Director of the Henry County Fair Association and past Executive Director of the Paris-Henry County
Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development. He has had a life long interest
in the Civil War.

EDWIN PASCHALL

EDWIN PASCHALL (left) &
SAMUEL PASCHALL ( right)

CAPTAIN JOHN DILL PASCHALL
46th TN
ELISHA PASCHALL 46th Tennessee
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Classic worship, modern thought, and open arms.

Grace Episcopal Church
www.gracechurchparistn.org

(731) 642-1721
103 South Poplar Street in downtown Paris

Come see us soon!

2305 East Wood Street
Paris, Tennessee

731-642-8667

www.trolingers.com

 
Serving Paris and Henry County Since 1901

Pre-Need Counseling
Available at your Request
507 W. WASHINGTON STREET • P.O. BOX 158 • PARIS, TN 38242
Phone: 731-642-1441 Obit. Line: 731-644-2896 Fax: 731-644-3515
www.mcevoyfuneralhome.com

PARIS

VETERINARY CLINIC
DR. MIKE E. NEAL
MEDICINE • SURGERY
GROOMING • BOARDING

1201 E. Wood Street • Paris, TN

642-2263

parisvetclinic@yahoo.com
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FEATURE

Let the
Snapping
Begin!
Local photographers will want to
begin preparing their photographs for
the Arts Council’s 25th Annual Photo
Showcase. This year marks the silver
anniversary of the showcase, which
has enjoyed continuous support from
sponsors Dr. and Mrs. Danny Kimberlin from its inception. The opening
reception and show is scheduled for
March 2017.
“We would like to have a record
turnout this year,” said Kimberlin, a
retired surgeon and avid photographer
who, with his wife, Martha Jo, was instrumental in starting the showcase.
“In celebration of this anniversary,

visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

Judith Putnam poses with her 2016 Best of Show photo at Photo Showcase.

there will be a exciting surprise that we
think will be delightful for our fellow
Henry Countians and anyone who appreciates photography.”
The show has a variety of categories
including special sections for scenics,
wildlife, architecture, people and
events, black and white, and computer
enhanced. There is a special section
sponsored by the Downtown Paris
Association for photos made in the
downtown footprint. There also is a
division for youth photographers.
For more detailed information on
the showcase, visit phcarts.com or call
731-642-3955.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLVE
ACROSS
1. PHOTOGRAPHY
5. SMARTPHONE
8. MONKEY
9. VIDEOGRAPHY
13. FIRETRUCKS
16. COCONUT
17. SANTA
18. NORTHPOLE
20. POLIO

DOWN
2. HOPALONG
3. PEPPERMINT
4. WREATH
6. JEWELRY
7. JURASSIC
10. INVEST
11. PASCHALL
12. GIFT
14. ROOSEVELT
15. UNWRAPPED
19. PLUS

PARIS! for the Holidays 2016 39

“Oh, Santa...

just what I v’ e always wanted

Moon’s Jewelry
& Repair

Needlework • Decorating & Limited Editions
Memorabilia • Family Photos • Puzzles

!”

Frame Makers

, Inc.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING

— Service with Quality & Experience —
In-Store Jewelry Repair • New and Pre-Owned Jewelry
Gold & Silver • Watches • WE BUY SCRAP GOLD!
114 N. Market Street • Paris, TN 38242 • (731) 642-0881

OWNERS: BOBBY & JOANN REAVES
Serving Paris & Henry County Since 1984

2945 East Wood Street • Paris, TN 38242

731.644.9314

WIMBERLEY AGENCY, LLC
White & Associates
INSURANCE

200 W. Washington Street • Paris, TN

HENRY COUNTY MONUMENT WORKS

www.whiteand associates.net

1203 Dunlap Street • Paris, TN 38242 • (731) 642-2885

642-5132

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH • GROUP

Designers and Builders of Monuments, Statuary and Mausoleums

Located next to Maplewood Cemetery • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

so much for your READERS’ CHOICE VOTES!
IF IT HAS WINDOWS, WE

CAN TINT IT!

KYLE PARKER
Owner/Installer

Voted Favorite

AUTO CUSTOMIZING
for 2016!

“I’ve been tinting windows for over 20 years
and still love coming to work everyday.”

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on your auto, home or business

FOR SALES & INSTALLATION: 731-336-3996

Subcontract
work
and ﬂeet jobs
welcome

301 W. WOOD STREET • PARIS, TN • 731-336-3996
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DINING GUIDE

There’s no shortage of delicious dining in our area.
Please peruse our restaurant guide and drop in for a meal.
ACE’S RESTAURANT*
1516 East Wood Street, 731-644-0558

KENNY'S MEAT MARKET
Highway 79 South, 731-644-1123

ANN & DAVE’S
2613 East Wood Street, 731-641-1334

LEPANTO STEAK HOUSE
1305 East Wood Street
731-641-1791

B & D’S *
125 Cypress Road, Buchanan
731-232-8300

LINDA’S UPTOWN PIZZA
105 S. Brewer Street, 731-641-1166

BLUES LANDING RESTAURANT *
130 Tate Dr., Buchanan
731-407-4926

MEO MIO'S SPORTSMAN GRILL *
14275 Hwy. 79N, Buchanan
731-924-5060

EL VALLARTA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT *
1113 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-3626

MISO JAPANESE RESTAURANT*
915 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-704-6030 / 731-407-6029

EL VAQUERO MEXICAN
RESTAURANT *
600 Spruce Street, 731-641-0404

OAK TREE GRILL
785 Buchanan Resort Road, Springville
731-642-2828 (seasonal)

EAGLE’S NEST MARINA *
500 Eagle Nest Road, Buchanan
731-642-6192 (seasonal)

OISHII JAPANESE HIBACHI
STEAKHOUSE *
1055 Mineral Wells Ave.
731-642-7778

4-WAY GRILL
6121 E. Antioch Road, Springville
731-641-0100

THE OLIVE PIT *
905 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-5030

GOLDEN DRAGON CHINESE
RESTAURANT
114 West Washington Street
731-644-3288

PARIS LANDING STATE PARK INN *
400 Lodge Road, 731-642-4311

HONG KONG CHINESE
RESTAURANT *
1021 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-644-1810
HUDDLE HOUSE
1502 East Wood Street, 731-644-1515

PARIS WINERY & RUGGERO’S
ITALIAN BISTRO *
2982 Harvey Bowden Road
731-644-9500
PIZZA PRO OF PARIS/SUB CITY
14244 Hwy. 79 N., Buchanan
731-642-2246

PARIS CIVIC CENTER
Cutting Edge Fitness Equipment
Indoor Pool
Walking Track
Certified Personal Trainer

650 Volunteer Drive, Paris
www.parisciviccenter.org
visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

PRATER’S TATERS
1055 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-7224
SOUTHSIDE CAFE
1875 Highway 69 S, 731-407-4694
SPANKY'S COUNTRY KITCHEN
9505 Hwy 641N, Puryear
731-247-5527
STEAK ’N SHAKE
1036 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-407-7341
TAKE ME BACK CAFE
302 West Wood Street
731-642-1952
THE BREAKERS MARINA & GRILL *
(seasonal)
526 Shamrock Road, Buchanan, TN
731-232-8299
THE FRESH MARKET RESTAURANT *
2255 East Wood Street
731-644-1900
TOM’S PIZZA & STEAK HOUSE
2501 East Wood Street
731-642-8842
TROLINGER’S BBQ
2305 East Wood Street
731-642-8667
WOODY’S HAND-TOSSED PIZZA *
849 Volunteer Drive, Suite 10
731-641-2222
*Beer and/or other alcohol available.

Six Screens
+++

Latest Releases

InfoLine:

642-7171
Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN
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CALENDAR

ONGOING HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT
VISIT WITH SANTA – Stop by and let Santa entertain your wee guests at his gingerbread house in downtown Paris on
the square November 25-December 18 on Saturdays from 10am-2pm and Sundays from 2-4 pm.
PLAY INSIDE – The Paris Civic Center has an indoor pool, track, weights, and fitness machines. Pay by the visit or become a member. Located on Volunteer Drive. Call 731-644-2517.
LEARN ABOUT YOUR HEALTH – Henry County Medical Center offers monthly seminars including Chronic Disease
Management Screenings, Childbirth Education, and more. All are free but pre-register by calling 731-644-3463.
PICKIN’ N GRINNIN’ – Jam with fellow country music lovers or just listen in at the Civic Center on Volunteer Drive.
Call Bob Perry at 731-641-7577 for more information.
POPCORN ANYONE? – It’s holiday movie time! Enjoy a night out at the Parisian Theatre with nightly shows on six
screens and matinees on Saturday and Sunday. For more information and movie schedules call 731-642-7171.
WINE, WINE, WINE – Make a day of it and go wine tasting at Paris Winery. It will be beautifully decorated for the
holidays and pick out a few gift baskets for friends while you’re there. For more information call 731-644-9500.

NOVEMBER 3 – A delicious yearly tradition now known as the Carl Perkins
Pancake Day will be at First Baptist
Church, 6 am-7 pm with all-you-can-eat
yummy pancakes and sausage. Call
731-642-5074.
NOVEMBER 3 – Lifeline Blood Mobile is open from 12-6 pm at First
United Methodist Church. Call Tammy
Hurst at 1-800-924-6572 extension 310
for more information.
NOVEMBER 4 – French Holiday
Bazaar at First Presbyterian Church 8
am-1 pm. For more information call
731-642-2962.
NOVEMBER 5 – Dr. Bobby Jones
“Farewell to Paris Concert,” Krider
Performing Arts Center at 6 pm.
Concert will benefit Mt. Zion Baptist
Church, tickets starting at $20. Call
Katrina Teague at 731-336-8899 for
information.
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NOVEMBER 4 -6 – It’s beginning
to look a lot like Christmas in festive
downtown Paris! Candlelight Open
Houses are Friday and Saturday 6-8
pm and Sunday from 1-5 pm. Call
731-653-PARIS or go to VisitDowntownParis.com.
NOVEMBER 11 – Veterans Day.
Thank a Veteran and remember those
who fought for our freedom.
NOVEMBER 12 – Inman Middle
School PAC is hosting a Holiday Market with over 25 booths from local
small businesses and crafters from 10
am- 4 pm. This would be a great place
to do some early Christmas shopping
and find those one-of-a-kind gifts. For
more information call 731-642-8131.
NOVEMBER 14 -21– Operation
Christmas Child Collection Week at
First Baptist Church. Kick off the holiday season by giving back. For more
information contact Pam Moultrie at
731-642-7893 or 731-642-5074.

NOVEMBER 18 – Athena Delphians
Annual Bake Sale on the Courthouse
lawn. Starts bright and early at 8 am.
For information call 731-653-7274.
NOVEMBER 18 - Homemade soup
and sandwiches at the Paris Lioness
Annual Soup & Sandwich Luncheon,
11 am -1:30 pm at Ketchum Hall at
Grace Episcopal Church. Dessert and
drink included for $8. Carry-outs available. Also a country store with food
and craft items. For more information
call Mary Lodge at 731-644-1018.
NOVEMBER 19 & 20 – Head out to
the 9th annual Christmas In Paris
Shopping Extravaganza at the Paris
Convention Center. Saturday 9am-5
pm; Sunday 12-4 pm. Admission is
free! For information contact Megan
Amburgey at 731-363-5170.
NOVEMBER 23-25 – Thanksgiving
break for city and county schools.
NOVEMBER 24 - Thanksgiving Day.
Spend time with loved ones and celebrate thankfulness.
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NOVEMBER 25 - Downtown Paris Association hosts North Pole Family Fun
Day from 10 am-2 pm. Enjoy Santa,
Rudolph and the Elves rolling in on a
fire truck, craft booths, readings of The
Polar Express at the old depot (Vicky
Muzzall’ s Tax Service) and more. For
information, log onto www.VisitDowntownParis.com.
NOVEMBER 26 – Head downtown to
Jack’s Java and enjoy an afternoon with
the Elf on a Shelf from 12-2 pm. For
more information call 731-642-4567.
NOVEMBER 26 – Youth for the Arts
presents Dance ‘Til You Drop from 5
pm -12 am at the Enoch Building at the
Fairgrounds. Tickets are $5. For more
information call 731-642-3955.
NOVEMBER 25-27 – Christmas by
the Lake Arts and Crafts Festival,
Paris Landing Inn, 3-8 pm Friday; 8 am
-5 pm Saturday and Sunday. For more
details or vendor information, call 731641-4465.
NOVEMBER 27 – Join Paris First
United Methodist Church for the first
Sunday of Advent and the traditional
“Hanging of the Greens.” 8:30 am
and 11 am. For info, call 642-4764.
NOVEMBER 30 - Worship in downtown Paris churches during the annual
Candlelight Advent Walk at 6:30 pm.
For information call 731-653-PARIS.
DECEMBER 1 – Take time out of your
busy schedule to give back. Visit the
Lifeline Blood Mobile at First United
Methodist Church, 12 pm-6 pm.
DECEMBER 2 & 3 – KPAC Players
present “The Velveteen Rabbit” at
Krider Performing Arts Center, 7 pm
both nights. Tickets are $5/students,
$8/adults and $10/reserved seating.
For information call 731-644-2517.
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DECEMBER 3 – Lee Academy Christmas Bazaar from 9 am – 4 pm. For
more information call 731-642-3411.
DECEMBER 3-5 – Live Nativity at
New Harmony Baptist Church, 6-9 pm
each night. For more information call
731-593-5276.
DECEMBER 4 – Get out and enjoy the
49th Annual Community Christmas
Concert at 3 pm, First Baptist Church.
Admission is free. Call 731-642-5074.
DECEMBER 6-18 – Festival of Trees
will be on the square in Downtown
Paris this year at the former MurrayMcKenzie Jewelry Store, 110 W. Washington Street. Tuesday-Friday, 11-5 pm;
Saturdays, 10 am-2 pm; Sundays, 1-4
pm. Call 731-653-7274 for information.
DECEMBER 10 – Enjoy An Evening
With The Madrigals at the Krider Performing Arts Center at 7 pm. For more
information call 731-644-2517.
DECEMBER 10 - Downtown Sketch
Crawl from 3-4 pm. Go to www.VisitDowntownParis.com for more details.
DECEMBER 10 – Downtown Paris
Association sponsors the Downtown
Christmas Festival, 3-5 pm; Holly
Jolly Electric Parade, 5 pm. Awards
include Clark Griswold, Golf Cart, Cutest Critter, and Best Decorated. (This
event combines the Christmas parade
and Santa’s Last Blast.) Go to www.
VisitDowntownParis.com for details and
entry information.

DECEMBER 18 – First Baptist Church’s
Candlelight Communion Service in
the sanctuary at 6 pm. For more information call 731-642-5074.
DECEMBER 20 – Paris-Henry County
Arts Council presents Family Movie
Night at the Parisian Theatre showing
“A Christmas Story”. For more information call 731-642-3955.
DECEMBER 20-January 3 – Winter
Break for all schools.
DECEMBER 24 – Christmas Eve Services are held at many area churches.
Programs include carols, special music,
Christmas messages and communion.
Call churches for information.
DECEMBER 25 – Have a blessed
Merry Christmas!
DECEMBER 31 – Friends of Paris
Landing host the annual New Year’s
Eve Celebration at the Ridgeway Conference Center at 8pm. Special packages available. Call 731-642-4311.
JANUARY 1 – HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Time to make those resolutions for
2017!
JANUARY 1 – Take a cold dunk for
a great cause! Shiver on the River is
at Paris Landing Marina’s boat launch
ramp. Your donation includes the official plunge, buffet at the Inn’s restaurant, and the official t-shirt! Proceeds
benefit REAL Hope Youth Center. Call
731-333-1320.

DECEMBER 16 – Polar Express at
W.G. Rhea Library. So much fun to be
had with train rides, crafts, hot cocoa
and snacks, cookie decorating, reindeer
games, and SANTA! 5:30 – 7:30 pm.
And it’s all FREE! For more information
call 731-642-1702.
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November
Nove
No
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Carl Perkins Center Pancake Day at First Baptist Church
French Holiday Bazaar at the First Presbyterian Church
Candlelight Christmas Open House
Christmas Open House
Athena Delphians Bake Sale (Courthouse Lawn)
North Pole Family Fun Day
Elf on a Shelf
Youth for the Arts Dance-A-Thon (Enoch Building)
Candlelight Advent Walk

6am-7pm
8am -1pm
6pm to 8pm
1pm to 5pm
8am
10am - 2pm
12pm - 2pm
5pm
6:30pm

Santa is in his Gingerbread House
November 26 through December 18
Saturdays 10am - 2pm and Sundays 2pm - 4pm

December
Dec
De
ece
cem
emb
mbe
mb
mber
beer
ber
er

3
Lee Academy Christmas Bazaar
9am - 4pm
3
Lee Academy Christmas Cookie Decorating
9am -12pm
4
Community Christmas Concert (First Baptist Church)
3pm
6 Chamber Coffee at the Festival of Trees (110 W. Washington)
8am
6-18
Festival of Trees (110 W. Washington)
Tuesdays–Fridays: 11am- 5pm, Saturdays: 10am - 2pm, Sunday: 1pm - 4pm
10
Downtown Christmas Festival
3pm - 5pm
10
Downtown Christmas Sketch Crawl
3pm - 4pm
10
Holly Jolly “Electric” Christmas Parade
5pm
16
Polar Express at the W. G. Rhea Library
5:30pm - 7:30pm
Download Our
NEW App!

www.VisitDowntownParis.com
Partial Funding Through Tennessee River Resort Act Committee

BLAKE CHANDLER,
M.D.

KYLE STEPHENS,
D.O.

SHANNON OSBRON
Physical Therapist

BEN GLOVER

Physical Therapist

CLAY NOLEN

Nurse Practitioner

The team at West Tennessee Bone and Joint reminds you
that Santa will be visiting with youngsters on the
court square throughout the Christmas season.
For information or to schedule a CLINIC APPOINTMENT:
1004 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, PARIS, TN • 731-644-0474.
For more information or to schedule PHYSICAL THERAPY:
1006 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, PARIS, TN • 731-407-4738

