


I F  T H I S  L O O K S 
P A I N F U L  T O  Y O U R  K N E E S …

Then Your Knees Should Consider MAKOplasty®

MAKOplasty partial knee resurfacing is a minimally invasive  

procedure for knee osteoarthritis powered by highly advanced, 

surgeon-controlled robotic arm technology—saving as much  

of your original knee as possible while delivering the potential 

for a more rapid recovery and natural feeling knee.

Center for Orthopedic Wellness
 www.hcmc-tn.org

To learn more, call us at 731-644-8325.

HCMC is the only hospital in the region offering 

Mako Robotic Arm Assisted Technology for 

partial knee and total hip replacements. Only 

5 hospitals in TN and none in KY offer this 

technology for joint replacements.  Call us 

today to see if you are a candidate.Blake Chandler, MD Mark Cutright, MD

Heather Gladwell, MD Eugene Gulish, MD Kyle Stephens, DO
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(731) 642-0515(731) 642-0515

www.landmarkrealtyparis.comwww.landmarkrealtyparis.com

SCOTT
HERMAN

(731) 697-1515
Scott@

landmarkrealtyparis.com

FRANCES
LINSMAN

(731) 693-4939
Frances@

landmarkrealtyparis.com


Serving Paris and Henry County Since 1901

507 W. WASHINGTON STREET  •  P.O. BOX 158  •  PARIS, TN  38242
Phone:  731-642-1441   Obit. Line:  731-644-2896   Fax: 731-644-3515

www.mcevoyfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling 
Available at your Request

Agent for Hillcrest Memorial Cemetery

Call The Professionals!

PARIS, TENNESSEE

RESTORATION
SERVICES

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Professional Home Cleaning
Air Duct Cleaning

642-1111
1-866-342-2121

314 North Market Street Phone 731-642-2188
Paris, Tennessee 38242 Fax 731-642-2184
www.neeselaw.net Title Dept. 731-642-2189

N E E S E
L AW  F I R M

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

WILLIAM R. NEESE
ELLEN NEESE ADAMS

Real Estate • Title Services

Contracts and Transactions

Business and Corporate Law

Civil Litigation • Commercial Law

Specializing in small animal 
medicine and surgery.

2701 East Wood Street • Paris, TN • 731-644-9933

l 
complete care for your family pet.c
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On The Cover

Bright sunlight graced the log home of Kim 
and Vickie Miller of Puryear, making a 
peaceful vignette after last year’s heavy snow.

 EDITOR’S NOTES 

By the time you read this, it will be 
2016. Baby New Year will be waddling 
through January at breakneck speed. 
The children will be back in school and 
doing their snow dance. And you may 
be half way through that 10,000-piece 
jigsaw puzzle that Aunt Suzy gave you 
for Christmas. Yep, it’s winter, plain 
and simple.

And that’s what I like about this 
time of year. No frilly leaves on the 
trees. No bountiful garden to pick or 
colorful fl owers to tend. There’s just 
cold weather, hot soup and PARIS! 
magazine, plain and simple

If you’re ready for a tempting hot 
beverage, Angie Holmes has gathered 
delicious tea and cocoa recipes. Don’t 
like hot drinks? There’s even a step-by-
step for an ice-cold frappe. Burrrr….

Paris and Henry County’s students 
are well represented in this issue with 
Angie Dotson’s inspiring “Save a Heart 
Day” at Grove and Leah Watkins’ story 
of PSSD students who, even as kinder-
garteners, are learning a foreign lan-
guage. Très bon!

There’s history galore with Larry 
Ray’s great take on the life of Governor 

James Porter and Shannon McFarlin’s 
inspiring piece on Howard University 
President and Paris native Mordecai 
Johnson. Susan Jones shares her con-
versation with Shannon McFarlin, 
author of the greatly anticipated local 
history book, As If They Were Ours - 
The Story of Camp Tyson, America’s 
Only Barrage Balloon Training Facility.

Ready for a chuckle? Don’t miss the 
Great Landscape Debate by garden 
guru John Watkins. Who knew that 
plants were so much like presidential 
candidates?

Finally, hometown heroes Mark 
Johnson, Don Davenport and Dr. Kyle 
Stephens show up in three, must-read 
articles that will make you proud to 
call Henry County home.

What? You haven’t gotten your 
Helping Hand Calendar? It’s in this is-
sue. Dining Guide? It’s here. Calendar 
of Events? You bet!

Happy Winter….plain and simple,

It’s Winter
Plain and Simple
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SCHOOL OF THOUGHT

W
ell, actually, students 
will not really be visiting 
other countries during 
the school day. Rather, 

they will be learning to speak multiple 
languages. 

The 2015-16 school year marked 
the inaugural of the Paris Special 
School District foreign language initia-
tive through a partnership with Mid-
dlebury foreign language. Students 
will have the opportunity to learn 
Spanish as well as become accus-
tomed to the computer-based format 
of language instruction. 

Subsequent years will allow stu-
dents additional opportunities with 
French and German. The district roll-
out plan will include K-2 students pri-
marily working all three years within 
the introductory Spanish courses. As 
students move through the district, 
they will gradually receive more in-
tensive Spanish coursework and po-
tentially add French during their fi fth 
grade year. 

As students enter and progress 
through Inman Middle School, they 
will continue with French instruc-

tion and culminate with the German 
language. While this is the tentative 
sequence of instruction, adjustments 
will be made to student progression 
through the languages based upon the 
needs of the students. 

The PSSD feels strongly about pre-
paring students to become successful 
adults. Middlebury foreign language is 
one more component of a robust and 
well-rounded education including the 
basics as well as the arts, extracurricu-
lar activities, STEM, and now foreign 
language. Though the students won’t 
literally travel to all of these countries 
during the school day, they will be pre-
pared to speak in each of them. 

Why go digital with the foreign 
language instruction?

The PSSD chose to utilize the 
Middlebury online platform for mul-
tiple reasons. The program allows the 
students to progress at their own level, 
a signifi cant benefi t for students. It 
also has coursework designed for each 
of the various grade bands of students, 
with an introduction to the language 
at the primary level, elementary ap-

propriate content for grades three 
through fi ve, and competency based 
programs at the middle school level. 

The program is designed to provide 
a language foundation with basic ex-
pressions and words. Students have 
opportunities to develop their listen-
ing and speaking abilities with the 
language as well as practice reading 
and writing. 

One of the strongest components 
of the Middlebury program includes 
student access from home. Students 
and parents can log-in together. 
The district knew this was an added 
component to the curriculum with 
tremendous potential to expand the 
horizons for the PSSD students. With 
effort and continual enrollment, a stu-
dent could potentially understand and 
speak up to three languages before 
leaving the system.

When and how will students interact 
with the online program?

The approach to incorporation of 
the language instruction into a stu-
dents’ daily routine varies between 
buildings though there are some com-

PSSD students 
embark on 
journey to 

other countries
By Dr. Leah Watkins

“Middlebury has been a positive infl uence, not only 
for my daughter, Zoey, but for the whole family. 

We enjoy working on it with her and learning too! “
Tiffany Bishop

Mother of Zoey Bishop at W.G. Rhea School
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monalities between implementation. 
Across the district, foreign lan-

guage instruction is non-graded. It is 
an opportunity for students to learn 
and grow but is not refl ected on the 
report card. However, students do re-
ceive feedback through the program 
on their assignment completion, skill 
mastery and other metrics. 

At Rhea School, students are re-
ceiving foreign language during their 
library rotation and during exten-
sion opportunities. Paris Elementary 
students are also working during the 
library rotation and as extension dur-
ing the RTI (Response to Intervention) 
time. The students at Inman Middle 
School are utilize the program during 
RTI time as well.

Why teach foreign language to 
students?

The PSSD focuses heavily on ensur-
ing students are prepared for grade 
level expectations in reading/English 
language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies each day. Those are 
the foundational areas for instruction 

within the system. Well-rounded stu-
dents must have experiences with art, 
music, drama, and technology as well. 
These are also crucial components of 
great value for student development. 

Following this same emphasis, for 
PSSD students to be competitive in a 
multi-cultural society, it is important 
for them to be able to communicate 
within that diversity. 

In addition to appreciation of di-
versity, foreign language instruction 
also benefi ts students in academic 
achievement in reading, language 
arts, mathematics as well as cognitive 
ability. Studies even show benefi ts of 
foreign language instruction extend-
ing into ACT, SAT, and college perfor-
mance (www.actfl .org/advocacy/dis-
cover-languages/advocacy/discover-
languages/what-the-research-shows/
studies-supporting). The opportunity 
this creates for our students extends 
well beyond their K-8 education.

Dr. Leah Watkins is the Supervisor of 
Instruction for the Paris Special School 
District.

Let Us Open the Door
to Your New Home.
Finding the right home for you and your family can be a
challenge. That’s why it helps to have someone who knows
the market and every step of the home-buying process.
Moody Realty has been helping people become proud
homeowners since 1956. Whether you’re buying or selling,
put our expertise and experience to work for you.
CALL TODAY!

Buy or sell through us and
use our van FREE!

info@moodyrealty.com
www.moodyrealty.com

4 1 0  T Y S O N  AV E N U E  •  PA R I S ,  T N  3 8 2 4 2
731-642-5093 or Toll-Free 1-800-642-5093

“I like how it (Middlebury) translates the 
words into Spanish and how you can 
look back at what you did. It is really 
fun for me because I get to learn a new 
language,” said Lucy Beth Jackson, third 
grader at Paris Elementary School.
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LAKEWAY KIWANIS
Fred McLean

642-3273
PARIS LIONS CLUB

Chip McLean
642-3273

PARIS LIONESS CLUB
Polly Gallamore

642-1145

SECURITY BANK
Traci Templeton

642-6644

COTTAGE GROVE
COMMUNITY

JW & Carolyn Akers
782-3390

Marilyn Brown
571-6435
CENTER

COMMUNITY
Andy /Becky Paschall

782-3606
Mike/Pam Hutson

782-6166

QUINN CHAPEL
John Dandridge

642-8445
Wanda Todd   642-8445

Freddie Williams
642-8445

CIVIL AIR PATROL
Ben Wainscott

363-1418
INMAN BETA CLUB

Becky Wilson
642-8131

Karen Goodman
642-8131

NEW HARMONY
BAPTIST

Joel York  593-3876
HERITAGE CENTER

Sandee Green 642-1030
SPARKS STREET 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Theresa Howard

407-4857
HCHS BAND BOOSTERS

Tina Passman
644-1519

HCHS COLOR GUARD
Tina Passman 644-1519

MANSFIELD COMM.
Linda Faye Neal

644-9031
Earl & Erline Williams

642-5200
Judy Sutton  642-6045
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
Diane McDowell

642-2962
CHRIST LUTHERAN
Lori Taylor   642-4025
CARL PERKINS CTR
Carly Wheat  642-8455

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Leila Kackley  642-4681

CHAPEL HILL/
GUTHRIE ROAD
Mary June Sinnema

642-1794
SETCO AUTOMOTIVE
Velma McBride  642-4215
LAST MANGO IN PARIS

PARROTHEAD CLUB
Carol Mannon 707-2095

T.A.R.P. CENTER 
FOR IND . LIVING

Denise Wardle  644-0026

BUCHANAN COMM.
Gail Scarbrough  247-5851

Judy Beasley  644-3625
LAKEWOOD
BETA CLUB

Mary Ashlock   644-1600
HENRY CO. 

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN
Stella Caddell  363-0544

COMMUNITY
ACTION NETWORK

Sharon McClure  642-8208
PLUS ENDOWMENT

Susan Hayes 731-431-8640

NEW BOSTON COMM.
Kathy Stiles   782-3161
Vester/Blanche Brown

782-3464
Angie Leach   782-3138
JOHNSON CHAPEL

Christi Cross  336-7874
Renae Peale  642-1081

SEVENTH DAY 
ADVENTIST

Blanche Brown 782-3464
JOE MAHAN FORD

Joanna Stone 642-4711

COMMERCIAL
BANK

Clint Davis   642-3341
FOUNDATION

BANK
Kaley Ballou

642-8958

REGIONS BANK
Rena Barker

642-3825

FIRST BANK
Scott Morrison

641-6400

WOODMEN OF THE 
WORLD

Debbie Snead
731-415-9178

CIVITAN CLUB
Joanne Cox   642-2001

DOWNTOWN 
PARIS ASSOC .

Kathy Ray   653-7274
QUOTA

Jane Sinnema
642-3341

HENRY COUNTY
EMPLOYEES

Brent Greer   642-5212
Debbie Simmons

642-5212

TRINITY UNITED
METHODIST

Harry Vollen   644-9355

MASTER GARDENERS
Lainey Reid  445-5974

ARTS COUNCIL
Amy Jones  642-3955

PARIS ROTARY CLUB
Dan Jackson 336-3620

OSAGE/AIRPORT
COMMUNITY
James Williams

642-1139
Nancy Allen   642-6175

PARIS 
POST-INTELLIGENCER

Evonne Willliams
642-1162

PARIS AARP
COMM. GROUP

Paul Russell   642-1222

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

PLEASANT HILL 
COMMUNITY

Fay Turner
642-0159

Carol Norwood
642-3698

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

WHITLOCK
COMMUNITY 
& VOLUNTEER 

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Judy Paschall 642-1933

Freddie Wade
642-0926

Larry & Sue Carol
Nichols

642-3909
RADIO NIGHT

AUCTION BEGINS
AT 6:30 PM

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

EDUCATOR’S DAY
Danny Veazey   642-8131
Lynette Smith   642-3675
Lisa Williams   642-3675
Rebecca Peale   642-0961

Lisa Hart   247-3152
Natalie Norwood

243-7114
Felicia Bates   644-1600
Lynne Green   642-4586

RADIO NIGHT
AUCTION BEGINS

AT 6:30 PM

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST

CHURCH
Jim & Jackie Bundy

336-0455
Bruce & Rita Reed

642-6516

RADIO NIGHT
AUCTION BEGINS

AT 6:30 PM

PARIS OPTIMIST CLUB
Chris Mooney   642-5779

MARTHA CHAPTER
OES #155

PARIS LODGE #108
BUCHANAN LODGE #772

Gail Wright   641-9182
MASONIC LODGE #109
Freddie Wade   642-0926

FOREVER FRIENDS
ANIMALSANCTUARY
Teri Graziano   644-1508

HENRY CO. FAIR ASSOC.
Linda Mangrum 642-4522

MEDICAL COMMUNITY
John Selby   644-2747

HENRY CO.ORTHOPAEDIC
Jeanette Triplett   644-2271

PARIS SURGICAL 
SPECIALISTS

Stacia Puckett   644-3211
WEST TN BONE & 

JOINT CLINIC
Chip Anderson  644-0474

EAST WOOD CLINIC
Janet Jane  642-2011

Marilee Hart  642-2011
KY LAKE UROLOGY

CLINIC
Leigh Ann Horton  642-8884

JONES MILL/
HICO COMMUNITY
Bobby/Brenda Owens 

782-3554
Regina Veazey   247-5581

MORNINGSIDE
OF PARIS

Barbara Baggett  644-9680
HENRY CO .

YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Leah Watkins  731-343-9888

TN RIVER 
FINE ARTS LEAGUE

Doreen Bates   644-1217
KROGER

Teresa Shepherd  644-1075

PURYEAR COMMUNITY
Don Jones   247-3338
Beth Taylor   247-3784

HARRELSON
BETA CLUB

Maggie Duncan 247-3152
EWJAMES & SONS

SUPERMARKET
Angela Owens   642-2464

OFFICE ON AGING
Reginald Caldwell

642-2919
NORTHWEST
NUTRITION

Deb Snow  642-3139

OAKLAND
COMMUNITY

Randy French   642-6633
John/Sue Krezinski

642-4623
Randy Canady   336-6042

JUNIOR LIVESTOCK
Missy Beloate   247-5369
W. G. RHEA LIBRARY

Connie McSwain 642-1702
LEE SCHOOL ASSOC.
  Ray Harding  642-7463

RAY OF HOPE
FELLOWSHIP

Lauren Steele  336-2544

CLIFTY COMMUNITY
John/Lisa Childers

642-4984
Chip & Karen Anderson

336-1693
CLIFTY VILLAGE

Jim & Anita Breeding
363-3803

RESCUE SQUAD
Diann McGuire   642-3162
Carol Tedford   336-3802

DIALYSIS CLINIC
Sarah Scott    644-0763

RELAY FOR LIFE
Alonna Tosh    243-2231

PALESTINE COMMUNITY
M/M Jerry Bridges

642-2805
Shirley Robertson 642-2793

Beth Greer   336-0135
CENTRAL POINT

COMMUNITY
Peggy Veazey   642-6095

Melanie Townsend
642-5288

Elizabeth Craig   642-4986
FIRST CHURCH OF THE 

NAZARENE
Mary Bright 644-1995
DAMASCUS ROAD

Marian Paschall  336-8724

AUCTION
PHONE

644-1695

OFFICE
PHONE

644-1833
Office Hours:

7 AM until 
30 minutes

after auction
ends

Ring
Those
Phones
for

HELPING
HAND!

Broadcast daily over
WTPR -AM 710
12:30 PM til… 

Weekdays
12 Noon on

Saturday
Listen to KQ 105.5 

for Saturday
Night Auctions

(Check Calendar Time)

HELPING HAND RADIO AUCTION
January 11 through February March 2, 2016
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 8FEBRUARY 7 FEBRUARY 9 FEBRUARY 10 FEBRUARY 11 FEBRUARY 12 FEBRUARY 13

FEBRUARY 15FEBRUARY 14 FEBRUARY 16 FEBRUARY 17 FEBRUARY 18 FEBRUARY 19 FEBRUARY 20

FEBRUARY 22FEBRUARY 21 FEBRUARY 23 FEBRUARY 24 FEBRUARY 25 FEBRUARY 26 FEBRUARY 27

FEBRUARY 29FEBRUARY 28 MARCH 1 MARCH 2

FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

Pam/Rick Conger 621-7425
Gail Muller 642-3591

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY

Bill Williams    642-5915
Peggy Adams   642-6184

CHHAMPS
Paulette H. Dunlap

210-241-4267

PARIS CITY
EMPLOYEES

MJ Stancock  641-1402
COMO COMMUNITY

Ethel Emerson 642-3697
Tom Winchester

642-7231
PARIS BOARD OF 
PUBLIC UTILITIES

John Etheridge
642-1322

PROJECT HELP
Dan Dziekonski

642-1860

SUNNYSIDE/
COUNTRY WOOD

Penny Lancaster  336-7372
Janette Weng  641-0282

Rhonda Compton 644-9903
SCENIC HILLS/

CASTLETON COVE
Rose Cunningham 336-0220

FOOD BANK
David Flowers  676-0156
Carlton Gerrell  693-3333

EXTENDICARE OF 
W. TENNESSEE INC.

Debra Hardwick  644-9925
LADIES WITH SWAG

Paula Stockdale 333-4965

POINT PLEASANT
BAPTIST CHURCH

Ginger Crouch
336-9080

4-H CLUBS OF 
HENRY COUNTY
Staci Foy 642-2941

EIFFEL GARDENS
Patty Grantham

642-7545

OPEN DOORS
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
Sonja Smothers 694-7146

HENRY CO.
GIRL SCOUTS

Jennifer Starks  676-1303
PARTY BOUNCE 

& JUMP
Lee/Jeff Whitehead 

336-3328
HENRY CO. SADDLE

CLUB
Angela Wilson 431-8857

OPEN TO 
ANYONE DAY

Sharon Kummerow
593-0077

PLEASE CALL
TO BE ADDED
TO THIS DAY

INDIA COMMUNITY
Linda McCadams

642-0360
Carla Anderson Gurton

336-9933
Jimmy/Linda Green

642-3055
LAKEWAY VILLAGE

Jeremy Lindsey
642-1252

Cindy Snyder  407-7700
PEPPERS

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
Noel Hatman 642-5661

VAN DYKE/ROUTON
COMMUNITIES

SPRING HILL
BAPTISTCHURCH

VAN DYKE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Gail/Alex Bomar
642-9309

Johnny/Kay Foust
642-9267

Judy Steele
336-9755

Peggie Sudberry
644-3200

FAIRVIEW BAPTIST
CHURCH

Betty Chrisman   642-3147
CAREY COUNSELING
Dale Mathis   642-0521
TN VALLEY ASSOC. 

OF REALTORS
Jennifer Owen   336-7844
BUNNS COMMUNITY
Linda & Lee Roy Hamlin

243-4376
DELNO COMMUNITY

Linda Mangrum  642-3705
Neil & Katie Thompson

407-4289

HENRY COMMUNITY
Alonna Tosh   243-2231
Dede Wyatt   363-0568

HENRY BETA CLUB
Amy Williams  431-8574

UT SUPPORTER
Margaret Weaks 642-2616

SENIOR CITIZENS CTR
Ann Smith   270-293-2705

WRAP
Kristi Crosser   343-5217

HOOF BEATS 
OF HOPE

Jan Foy 782-3205
WESLEY PINE RIDGE

Dawn Greenhill
641-0864

TRAIL LIFE USA
AMERICAN 

HERITAGE GIRLS
Carlton Gerrell

693-3333

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Anita & Don Peale
336-2042

IN-HOUSE 
NIGHT AUCTION

BEGINS AT 6:00 PM

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

HENRY CO. 
MEDICAL CENTER

EMPLOYEES & 
AUXILIARY

HC HEALTCARE CTR
AMBULANCE SERVICE

HOME HEALTH &
HOSPICE

WELLNESS CENTER
OUTPATIENT DIAGNOSTIC

TESTING CENTER
OUTPATIENT 

SURGERY CENTER
Judy Farris    644-8283

AUCTION 
BEGINS AT 12 NOON

TENNESSEE
VALLEY

COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Carlton Gerrell
693-3333

VETERANS
ORGANIZATIONS
VFW POST 1889 & 
LADIES AUXILIARY

Ann Smith 270-293-2705
AMVETS POST 45

Glenn Fowler 644-9351
AMERICAN LEGION 

POST 89
Gerri Ann Meketi 644-1922

PARIS ELKS LODGE
Robert Horner 336-0616
MOOSE LODGE 1915

Fred Lindahl  847-533-1352
UNFORGOTTEN 

MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Ronnie Tyler  641-9015

TOMORROW ’S HOPE
Cheryl Conner

642-0600
KURT OSTROM

COUNSELINGCENTER
Anita Ostrom

407-7331
WAL-MART

SUPERCENTER
Jeri Irby 644-0290

PARIS LANDING COMM.
AND RESORT AREAS

Gloria Madison 232-8149
Joyce North 232-8526

Reggie Coles   644-9360
Howard Knall  642-4150

COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES/
NELSON/SHADY GROVE

Bettye Paschall   676-0145
Teresa Barnhill   642-6618

SALVATION ARMY
Tina Matthews 642-4105

FATHER & SON
FELLOWSHIP ASSOC.
Sandy Heath  227-0207

MAPLEWOOD
BAPTIST CHURCH

Nola Barrett
642-5860

GRACE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

Traci Smith
571-0052

ELKHORN COMMUNITY
Dottie & Baker Kendall

642-7238
Bob Palmer  644-0419
Josh & Erin Coleman

642-7007
STATE EMPLOYEES 

OF HENRY CO.
Traci Wilson   644-7361

REAL HOPE 
YOUTH CENTER
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Phil Boyd 731-343-2906

ST. JOHN’S - CDS
Cynthia Guinn 642-3646

HUMANE SOCIETY
Fern Thompson 644-9216
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FISH FRY
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COALITION
Stephanie Winders
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Erica Rawls  336-2250
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Donna Winders
642-8655
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Ray Compton, Noel Hatman, Junior Staggs
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S
ave a Heart Day began in 2007. 
It is usually held in February 
each year in honor of it be-
ing National Heart Awareness 

month. This program is dedicated to 
teaching all ninth-graders in Henry 
County healthy living skills and has 
provided each student cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR) training and 
certifi cation in the years since. 

The program has become vital to 
our youth and because of our statistics 
as a state and a nation for deaths due 
to heart disease, it has become a pro-
gram that is held yearly.

The fi rst year of the program, 237 
students were trained and fi ve nurses 
became certifi ed to teach CPR. Since 
that time, it has become a joint com-
munity effort between Grove faculty 

and staff, Henry County Medical Cen-
ter and EMS, along with many busi-
nesses and civic organizations working 
together. To date, over 3,000 ninth-
graders have been certifi ed in CPR in 
Henry County.

LuJan Meketi, RN, was the original 
brainchild of the program. Back in 
2007, the event was only the CPR cer-
tifi cation and 5 nurses spent six weeks 
completing the certifi cations. Today 
Stephanie Winders, co-founder of Save 
a Heart Day and Director of Henry 
County Coordinated School Health 
along with Dr. Michelle Webb, Assis-
tant Principal at E.W. Grove School, 
have continued to expand and grow 
the program into a one day event. 
Now there are approximately 17 CPR 
instructors and although each child is 

still certifi ed in CPR, Save a Heart Day 
has become so much more that just 
learning a lifesaving skill.

The children spend one entire day 
learning the importance not only of 
heart health, but also mind, body and 
spiritual health. Students learn about 
proper nutrition, making the right 
choices in life as well as a variety of 
heart healthy activities including exer-
cise, risk factors for heart disease and 
the dangers of risky behaviors includ-
ing smoking, drugs and alcohol.

Most recently the day has expand-
ed to provide education on driving and 
texting as well as an ambulance from 
Henry County Medical Center and 
an air ambulance from Air-Evac on 
site for the children and staff to have 
hands-on learning experience of the 

HEALTHY IDEAS

SAVE
HEART 

DAY 
at Grove

By Angie Gregson Dotson

All ninth-graders in Henry County receive healthy living skills and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training and certifi cation.
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CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY.

transport process that can occur if a 
medical heart emergency takes place.

Currently, Tennessee is ranked as 
one of the least healthy states in the 
nation. According to the Centers for 
Disease control (CDC) the facts of 
heart disease are staggering:

❤ About 610,000 people die of heart 
disease in the United States every 
year – that’s 1 in every 4 deaths.

❤ Heart disease is the leading cause 
of death for both men and wom-
en. More than half of the deaths 
due to heart disease in 2009 were 
in men.

❤  Coronary heart disease (CHD) is 
the most common type of heart 
disease, killing over 370,000 peo-
ple annually.

❤  Every year about 735,000 Ameri-
cans have a heart attack. Of these, 
525,000 are a fi rst heart attack and 
210,000 happen in people who 
have already had a heart attack.

With statistics like these, we will all 
be touched by heart disease at some 
point in our lives. Isn’t it good to know 
that the youth of our community are 
learning how to improve those statis-
tics, one heart at a time?

Here’s to Your Health! 

Grove ninth-grade students receive a 
hands-on learning experience of the 
transport process that can occur if a 
medical heart emergency takes place. 
Pictured below, personnel from the 
Air-Evac air ambulance service explains 
features of the medical helicopter to the 
students.
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W
hen the man who grew 
up to be the fi rst Afri-
can-American Howard 
University president 

was little, he and his family could often 
see men on handcars pumping their 
way to work for the L&N Railroad.

Growing up in Paris
During his childhood, Dr. Morde-

cai Johnson lived in a modest frame 
house on Johnson Street in Paris. It 

was a good location, on Rison Street 
close to Mt. Zion Baptist Church which 
was founded by his father Wyatt John-
son.

As long of a road as it was for John-
son to grow up in the segregated South 
to become a university president, it 
was a long road, too, for his parents 
just to get to the point where they 
owned a home in Paris.

From the most humble of begin-
nings, Mordecai Johnson became an 
internationally acclaimed educator. 
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. named 
Johnson as one of his key inspirations.

Mordecai Johnson will be honored 
with a portrait to be hung in the Henry 
County Courthouse in February. There 
are already other reminders of him in 
Paris as well – the statue at Paris City 
Cemetery and Johnson Park.

Both his parents, Wyatt and Carolyn 
Johnson, were born on slave planta-
tions. Wyatt’s fi rst wife died and he 
married Carolyn Freeman, an attrac-

tive woman 30 years his junior, be-
coming Johnson’s stepfather.

While a slave, Wyatt had served 
with his slave owner in the Confed-
erate Army and was injured during 
the Civil War. Nonetheless, he had a 
booming voice and a spirited nature 
and after he was emancipated he 
settled in Henry County where he 
became an independent farmer and 
worked in several mills locally, includ-
ing Porters’, Dobbins’, Parkers’ and for 
the Paris Lumber Co.

From all reports, Wyatt was a stern 
and devout man who had become ed-
ucated while a slave. He founded the 
Cedar Grove Baptist Church in Cottage 
Grove, then became pastor at Mt. Zion 
in Paris, also founding the Obion River 
Baptist Association. 

Mt. Zion was founded in 1866 
and moved to its present location on 
Rison Street while Wyatt was pastor. 
Johnson’s best friend in Paris, Robert 
Woodson, also had a preacher father 
named General Pillow Woodson and 
he donated his labor to build Mt. Zion.

Johnson’s mother Carolyn had 
a limited education and enjoyed 
fi xing up their home and planting 
fl ower beds. She had a kind nature and 
worked as a domestic housekeeper for 
several homes in Paris. 

According to the book, Mordecai: 
The Man And His Message by Richard 
McKinney, Johnson was intelligent and 
gifted and became well aware from an 

Mordecai
Johnson

From Paris to University President

By Shannon McFarlin

FEATURE
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early age of the differences between 
black and white lives and it engen-
dered feelings of right and wrong that 
stayed with him all his life. “Mordecai 
saw the domestics in the late after-
noon, trudging home from the big 
houses, often carrying a pan of leftover 
food from their mistresses’ kitchens to 
feed their families. Sometimes those 
pans were the primary source of food 
for all their relatives.”

While their temperaments were 
starkly different, Wyatt and Carolyn 
both were religious and picked Mor-
decai as the name for their son from 
the Bible. As a child, Johnson said his 
mother would often read the story of 
Mordecai to him.

Education and Joe Routon
Both Wyatt and Carolyn also knew 

their son had a gift and worked hard 
to provide him with the best educa-
tion all his life. His earliest teacher was 
Nora Porter, who had a private school 
in the country and took Mordecai 
there on horseback every day. He was 
taught to read and write by her and 
she took him with her later to the pub-
lic school for African Americans that 
used to be located on “Methodist Hill”.

With no high school for African 
Americans in Paris at that time, his 
parents sent him at the age of 13 to 
Roger Williams University in Nashville, 
where he had his fi rst experience with 
equality between the races. 

During summers, Johnson worked 
in a Paris grocery store and recalled 
in his memoirs what Saturdays were 
like. “On Saturdays, when great crowds 
of people came to the county seat to 
the court house and on other busi-
ness, it was my job to go out on one of 
the leading corners and cook and sell 
hamburgers. I had a great time doing 
this – meeting and serving all kinds 
of people, white and colored from all 
over Henry County. If I must say so, I 
could cook a mean hamburger.”

Mordecai Johnson had a benefac-
tor in former Henry County School 
Superintendent Joe Routon. In a letter 
written to S.J. Routon from Howard 
University on April 20, 1932, Johnson 
wrote of his sadness at the passing of 
Joe Routon. “Once, as a young man, 
discouraged and without funds, I 
abandoned my pursuit for an educa-

tion and returned to the fi elds. A few 
days later, Mr. Joe appeared and an-
nounced I was to attend Howe Institute 
in Memphis. Arrangements had been 
made by some good citizens of Paris, 
not only for my train fare, but board for 
a year.”

In his letter, Johnson said he did not 
know until years later that “my saintly 
mother, in desperation, had gone to 
Mr. Joe. He always had time for those 
seeking his assistance.”

After his stint at Howe, both John-
son and Woodson had the adventure 
of their lives when they boarded the 
L&N train in Paris bound for More-
house College in Atlanta, where John-
son graduated with high honors in 
1911. He was on his way.

From Morehouse, Johnson re-
ceived a second bachelor’s degree at 
the University of Chicago, received a 
divinity degree from Rochester Theo-
logical Seminary and received his 
master’s degree from Howard Univer-
sity. Johnson was a pastor at various 
Baptist churches over the years and 
was appointed in 1926 as Howard 
University’s fi rst African American 
president.

According to the late Bryant Wil-
liams in one of his “Post-Mortem” col-
umns, Johnson is credited with build-
ing Howard “from a weak college into a 
powerful institution of learning.” John-
son served as president for 34 years.

Civil Rights Movement
Johnson did return to Paris over the 

years, speaking on one occasion be-
fore the Paris Civic League at the city 
auditorium in April of 1945. Geneva 
McGehee remembers that appear-
ance well. “I remember going with my 
mother. There was a big crowd there 
and I remember everyone standing 
and applauding him,” she said.

Roland Atkinson said his father 
was thrilled at Johnson’s speech. “I re-
member my Daddy talking about how 
Mordecai Johnson talked about Civil 
Rights that night! He was so happy 
about that.”

Johnson also returned to Paris over 
the years to speak at Mt. Zion Church. 
According to Williams, Johnson re-
turned in 1972 as a dignitary at the 
World’s Biggest Fish Fry and stayed 
with the Woodson family while here.

George Bass Sr. is mentioned in 
the acknowledgements in the book, 
Mordecai: The Man And His Message, 
for taking the author around Paris 
and telling him about Johnson’s his-
tory. Bass’ father and Johnson were 
friends and he remembered hearing 
him speak about Johnson with much 
admiration.

Bass, George Combs Sr. and the late 
Clarence Clark were among the origi-
nal active members of the Paris Civic 
League who were responsible for nam-
ing Johnson Park after Mordecai.

Dr. Mordecai Johnson and Eleanor Roosevelt engaged in conversation while a crowd 
gathered in the background. 



Mordecai Johnson with his family, ca. 1942.
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Family life & successful career
Johnson married twice; his fi rst 

wife, Anna died in 1969 and he then 
was survived by his second wife, Alice, 
two daughters and three sons. 

During his lengthy career, Johnson 
represented the United States at the 
fi rst Atlantic Congress, was a director 
of the National Council of the United 
Negro College Fund and of the Nation-

al Conference of Christians and Jews. 
He also received the NAACP’s highest 
honor, the Springarm Medal.

Johnson died in 1976 in Washington, 
D.C. at the age of 86.

Shannon McFarlin is a freelance writer 
and author. Her book about the history 
of Camp Tyson is featured in this issue on 
page 22.

COURT SQUARE • PARIS
642-5013

Dress & Casual 
Shirts & Pants

Suits & Blazers
Sweaters

Coats & Jackets
and much 

more!
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S
itting down with Dr. Kyle 
Stephens and his family it is 
hard not to take notice of their 
beautiful home and the sense 

of being with family and friends. 
From the home’s front porch there are 
breathtaking views of open fi elds and 
wooded areas with wildlife. The com-
fortable, warm feeling you have just 
from being there makes you want to 
stay for hours and come back often.

The Stephens family was gracious 
enough to sit down and open their 
lives, hearts and home to me recently. 
When planning for this interview, I 
wanted to learn more about them as 
a family; their interest, passions and 
how they view Paris and Henry Coun-
ty, as well as their many travels. 

Q – Tell me about your family; what 
is your wife’s name?

 A – Jennifer, though she is Jenn to 
most people. 

Q – Where is she from?
 A – Midland, TX. Her father is a 

banker and her mother is a retired 
teacher and now a homemaker. She 
has two brothers in Midland who are 
both CPAs.

 Q – How long have you two been 
married? 

A – Ten years. We married the 
day after Jenn and I graduated from 
Abilene Christian University. We 
graduated on a Friday, married on Sat-
urday, moved to Kansas City, Missouri, 
Sunday and I began medical school on 

Monday. Two months later we found 
out we were pregnant with our fi rst 
son. Life hasn’t slowed down since!

Q – How many children? 
A – We have four boys. Garrett is 

nine, Luke is seven, Bryan is six, and 
Nolan is one. Our oldest three boys are 
in school at Lakewood Elementary. 

Q – Most everyone knows you (Kyle) 
grew up here, but for those who may 
not, give us a brief summary. 

A – I grew up in Springville, Tennes-
see. I attended school at Springville 
Elementary and Henry County High 
School (1998) where I played basket-
ball. I went to undergrad school at 
Lipscomb University on a basketball 
scholarship. After that I did a Masters 
of Divinity degree in Abilene, Texas; 
medical school in Kansas City; resi-
dency in Detroit, Michigan; and fel-
lowship in St Paul, Minnesota. 

I also showed steers at the Henry 
County Fair through the junior live-
stock program. Those steers eventually 
paid for my master’s degree. I grew up 
at the Sulphur Well Church of Christ 
in Springville where my father Randy 
Stephens has been a pastor for almost 
40 years. We are thrilled to be back out 
there serving with them. 

Q – You took a rather unconven-
tional path to medicine by doing semi-
nary training prior to attending medi-
cal school. Why was that? 

A – During my time at Lipscomb 
University, I discovered that my two 

passions were ministry and medicine. 
After undergraduate training was over, 
I was offered a graduate assistant posi-
tion with the athletic department at 
Lipscomb and spent that year study-
ing ministry and theology. I absolutely 
loved it and chose to continue explor-
ing spirituality and how to effectively 
minister to people for an extra couple 
of years. The spiritual formation dur-
ing those years was priceless though 
I never saw myself working full-time 
with a congregation. 

I never lost the love of medicine 
and being a physician is a natural way 
for me to do what I love doing and 
walk alongside people during very vul-
nerable times in their lives. 

Q – You could have gone anywhere 
in the world to practice; why did you 
choose to work in Paris?

A – Henry County is home and has 
always been “home” in my mind. As a 
young boy, Dad told us, “You can get to 
anywhere in the world from Elkhorn.” 
I’ve been blessed to travel and see dif-
ferent corners of the world but regard-
less of how far away from home we’ve 
gone, Elkhorn has always felt like home 
and it’s where we feel God has called us 
to live, work, and raise our family. 

Q – Why choose orthopedics?
A – Orthopedics was a natural fi t for 

me. I love encountering people who 
are hurting and at some of their most 
vulnerable points in life and walking 
alongside them through the healing 
process. Orthopedics was also the 

Blessings 
from the Stephens Family

By Angie Gregson Dotson

Stephens 
Family 
in Ethopia, 
2015.
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only rotation where Jenn noticed how 
happy I was when I came home. I ab-
solutely love my job as an orthopedic 
surgeon and could not be happier do-
ing it in my hometown.

 
Q – Why did you want to do spines 

in addition to orthopedics?
A – Patients often come into the 

offi ce with hip or shoulder pain that 
wind up being problems with pinched 
nerves in their neck or their low back. 
I wanted to be able to help those 
patients too and so I did a spine sur-
gery fellowship in order to help more 
people here. I like the challenge of 
fi nding the source of people’s pain and 
then being able to offer a treatment for 
it right here at home whether that in-
volves their hip, knee, back, shoulder, 
or neck.

Q – Do you see children in your 
practice?

A – I do see children in my practice 
above the age of two years. Children 
less than two years old, particularly 
those with injuries around a joint, often 
need a pediatric orthopedic specialist 
and I refer those to either Vanderbilt 
Children’s Hospital or LeBohneur Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Q – What types of orthopedic prob-
lems will you not take care of?

A – Elective problems with the feet 
and children less than two years of age.

Q – You, along with the entire family 
have recently returned from a month 
long mission trip to Africa, specifi cally 
Ethiopia. Why is mission work so im-
portant to your family? What did the 
kids think of the trip?

A – Our month in Ethiopia was a 
wonderful adventure and a blessing 
to our family on so many levels. From 
a medical standpoint, two of my role 
models – Duane Anderson and Bob 
Greene – are excellent orthopedic sur-
geons who work at Soddo Christian 
Hospital in Ethiopia full-time. 

I plan on international orthopedic 
work being a regular part of my life 
and I wanted to learn from those two 
men how to do excellent surgeries in 
areas with fewer resources than we 
are accustomed to here in the United 
States. What a blessing it was for me to 

pick their brain and learn from their 75 
years of combined experience! 

For our family, we wanted our four 
boys to know that they can also get 
anywhere in the world from Elkhorn 
and to know that the world is much 
larger than West Tennessee. Our boys 
were fantastic and were really impact-
ed by seeing poverty up close and yet 
realizing that the Ethiopian children 
there are loved by God just as much as 
they are. 

Q – How many mission trips have 
you both been on?

A – Jennifer spent almost six 
months in Thailand during college 
as well as trips to Mexico. I have been 
to Mexico (two trips), Honduras (two 
trips), Romania, Brazil, and Peru. Jenn 
and I have gone to Kenya and Ethiopia 
together. 

Q – Why is mission work so impor-
tant to you and Jennifer?

A – We believe that mission is a 
way of life, not something you have to 
travel overseas to do. We believe that 
everyday God is already at work in 
this world, often in the places we least 
expect. Life is about discerning where 
that might be and joining Him in re-
storing the brokenness of our world. 

We want our children to know and un-
derstand that we are all equally impor-
tant to God, regardless of which corner 
of the world we come from.

Q – What is your greatest accom-
plishment thus far? 

A – My wife and sons are my great-
est treasures here on earth.

Q – Who has been your greatest in-
fl uence thus far?

A – Whatever I am as a man today, 
I owe the majority of that to my Dad. 
Growing up, he was basically my best 
friend because there were not many 
young people around my home. He 
emphasized excellence in everything 
while also insisting on a balance be-
tween academics, athletics, church, 
and family activities. We spent hours 
together having ‘tailgate talks’ where 
he and I discussed everything under 
the sun. I would consider those talks 
some of the most formative moments 
of my life.

Q – We all leave a footprint or a 
mark on others when we are gone. 
What do you want yours to be?

A – Our hope is that people re-
member us as being blessings to other 
people with our time, abilities, and 
resources. We want to be remembered 
for treating other people with dignity, 
compassion, and grace.

Q – You end your cards, letters and 
email with the phrase “blessings” in-
stead of sincerely or love. That is quite 
unique. Where does that come from?

A – The use of “Blessings” comes 
from the conviction that Jenn and 
I have been blessed in order to be a 
blessing to those around us here lo-
cally as well as around the world.

Angie Gregson Dotson, RN BSN, contrib-
uting writer for PARIS! Magazine, is also 
Dr. Kyle Stephens’ nurse. Together they are 
looking forward to giving back to the com-
munity that has given so much to each of 
them. “What an honor and privilege to 
grow up in such a wonderful place as Paris 
and Henry County. The opportunity to 
give back to the people of this community, 
which has given so much to both Dr. Ste-
phens and myself, is a dream come true,” 
Dotson said.

Stephens operating in Peru.
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SPOTLIGHT

I
t’s hard to put your fi nger on what 
makes a community great, but 
dedicated public servants are a big 
part of the picture. Mark Johnson, 

the current Chamber of Commerce 
Person of the Year learned to serve his 
community as a youngster and never 
looked back. 

“My father has always been my 
biggest role model, and he encour-
aged me to get involved in civic work. 
When I was young he was active in 
the Jaycees and the Rescue Squad. I 
wanted to be like my dad, so it wasn’t 
surprising that my fi rst experience in 
community service was with the local 
Jaycees.”

The World’s Biggest Fish Fry offered 
Johnson the chance to promote Paris 
and Henry County throughout middle 
and West Tennessee. “As a young, sin-
gle guy, escorting the hostess princess 
court to TV and radio appearances 
was a great job. I was never shy when 
it came to public speaking or being in 
front of a camera, so being the public-
ity chairman for the Fish Fry was a 
natural fi t.” 

In fact, almost all of his endeavors 
were “natural fi ts.” After aging out of 
the Jaycees, Johnson shifted his ener-
gies to the Chamber of Commerce. 
“One of my fi rst volunteer jobs with 
the chamber was serving on the Tour-
ism & Retiree Committee.” 

His reputation for turning work 
into fun lured offi cials from stuffy 
boardrooms to entertaining events that 
showcased the area. “Our whole focus 
was to show people how enjoyable it 
was to live and play in Henry County, 
and to create events that would bring 
those people back year after year. We 
were pretty successful at it, too.”

Johnson is fond of saying that, 
“When you truly enjoy what you’re 
doing, good things will come from it,” 
and his marriage to Rosie Dunning is a 
great example. “Rosie’s sense of com-
munity and her dedication to being 
involved was one of the things that 
made me fall in love with her. We’ve 
both tried to set an example of leader-
ship that our kids could be proud of 
and hopefully follow. For our family 
it starts in church, which is where all 

four of our daughters have been most 
involved.” 

But service is in their DNA. At the 
tender age of 13, the couple’s daughter, 
Cara has already served as the Inman 
mascot, manager of the girls’ softball 
team and president of the Beta club. 
“Seeing our girls take advantage of 
those opportunities makes me proud.”

As a youngster, Johnson took ad-
vantage of opportunities, too. “I’ve 
been a drummer since I was old 
enough to bang a couple of wooden 
spoons on an upside down pot,” he 
said, but his formal training came 
courtesy of school music programs.

“At Grove our band director, Joe 
Farmer formed a jazz band and we 
would play concerts for other schools 
in the area. I learned about the great 
jazz drummers like Gene Krupa, Max 
Roach and Buddy Rich. We also played 
standards from the big band era.”

His mom, Cookie, kept things hop-
ping at home with a jukebox in the den 
loaded with tunes from the 50s and 
60s. By the time he was in high school, 
Johnson was playing in the HCHS 

Mark
Johnson
When Service is in Your DNA

By Susan Jones
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Marching Band, Jazz Band, Swing 
Choir band and garage bands that en-
tertained at local parties and dances.

After graduation he played in club 
bands, but by the mid-80s he realized 
that they “probably weren’t going to be 
the next Rolling Stones.” He got his real 
estate license and joined his parents 
in the family business at Paris Realty 
Company. And while he made a great 
realtor, he also became interested in 
other endeavors.

Ken Alexander, whom Johnson had 
worked with in community theater, 
was helping organize a storytelling 
event for the Arts Council in the late 
90s. He encouraged Johnson to give it a 
try. “I guess I had a knack for it because 
I started getting invitations to tell for 
local groups and churches and it grew 
from there. I’ve told stories profes-
sionally for dozens of events including 
“Fish Tales” during the World’s Biggest 
Fish Fry and the Nathan Bedford State 
Park Storytelling Festival, but I still en-
joy telling stories around a campfi re for 
family and friends the most.”

Between storytelling, theater and 
music, it’s no surprise that Johnson 
has been a long-time supporter of 
the Paris-Henry County Arts Council. 
These days he is on the board and 
chairman of Youth for the Arts (YFTA), 
which operates under the umbrella 
of the Arts Council. “YFTA offers arts 
related scholarships and cultural op-
portunities for the students of our 
community,” he explained. “Major 
fundraising projects include Krider 

Idol and The Bethel Renaissance Choir 
Concert. We have some exciting new 
events planned for this spring, so stay 
tuned.”

In the last few years, Johnson sold 
the family agency and now concen-
trates on commercial real estate from 
his new offi ce on the historic court 
square. “I’ve always loved our down-
town,” he said. “There’s a feeling of 
community here that you just don’t get 
anywhere else. I love the architecture 
of the old buildings, too. 

“Renovating what is now The John-
son Agency offi ce has been a real pas-
sion project for me. Having a vibrant 
downtown business district sets Paris 
and Henry County apart from most 
other towns our size and plays a vital 
role in attracting people and business 

to our community. I’ve always believed 
that in order to protect your future 
you’ve got to preserve your past.”

As a card-carrying member of the 
Downtown Paris Association, the Arts 
Council, Youth for the Arts and the 
Lions Club, Johnson knows something 
about service. “These groups give peo-
ple an organized opportunity to give 
back to their community and be a part 
of something bigger than themselves,” 
he said. 

In a day when younger generations 
seem too busy for organizations such 
as these, Johnson reiterated, “Having 
the opportunity to be involved in civic 
work makes your community stron-
ger. And helping make your commu-
nity successful ultimately makes you 
successful.”

Left: Johnson takes a call in his historic downtown offi ce. Right: It’s not surprising that 
Mark and Rosie Johnson are University of Tennessee Volunteers fans.
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AROUND OUR TOWN

P
aris-Henry County Airport 
Manager Don Davenport calls 
the airport the front door for 
the community, and he knows 

its importance fi rst-hand.
As with any front door, the airport 

is the spot where many receive their 
fi rst impression of us and our com-
munity. Among those receiving that all 
important fi rst impression are busi-
ness leaders and government offi cials 
who are in the position to provide vital 
resources for the continued growth of 
the county.

The importance the airport plays in 
Henry County cannot be overstated. It 
has been the deciding factor in many 
of the new businesses that have lo-
cated here. Steak ‘n Shake executives 
were in and out of the county via the 
airport while they were negotiating 
the purchase of the restaurant in Paris. 
Wal-Mart executives use the airport 
regularly, as do offi cials from the Dana 
Corp., Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TVA), Henry County Medical Center 
and its physicians. 

“Contractors are always fl ying in 
and out of our airport and just about 
all the businesses and all the major 
chains we have in Henry County use 
our airport regularly,” Davenport said. 
“We’ve had a lot of important business 
meetings out here. A lot of important 
real estate transactions have taken 
place in our meeting room too.”

Crop spraying airplanes – very 
important for this area – utilize the air-
port, as do local law enforcement for 
marijuana eradication and searches. 
In addition, there are all the conven-
tions and fi shing tournaments that are 
held locally which use the airport.

Famous personages are also fre-
quent guests. All the Tennessee gover-
nors and many other politicians have 
come through the airport, especially 
the late Ned Ray McWherter, whose 
home was nearby in Dresden. Hank 
Williams Jr. is a regular user along 
with his ‘rowdy friends’, such as Kid 
Rock, Pamela Anderson and Travis 
Tritt. Former Indy car driver Dario 

Franchitti had a layover at the airport 
to get fuel on his way to his former 
home in Franklin, Tennessee, when he 
was married to Ashley Judd, as well as 
NASCAR driver Sterling Martin.

Several local business owners got 
their fi rst look at Paris and Henry 
County because of the airport, such as 
Roger and Lisa Ciarrocchi, owners of 
the Paris Winery. “Roger is a pilot and 
they needed fuel and landed here,” 
Davenport recalled. “We let them use 
one of our courtesy cars while they 
were in town. They drove around and 
liked what they saw and ended up 

buying property and starting the win-
ery here.”

The airport has been a mainstay of 
Henry County since it opened in 1947 
but has grown by leaps and bounds 
in recent years. The airport currently 
owns 270 acres and is located a few 
miles outside of Paris on Diggs Road.

According to Davenport, the airport 
probably began as a fl ying club back in 
the 1940s. “It had a different purpose,” 
he said. “Back then, it was mostly rec-
reational. The original runway started 
as a grass strip along the highway.”

The Federal Aviation Authority be-
came involved with the airport in the 
1950s and the airport began construct-
ing more runways. “The county began 
operating the airport in 1999, before 
which it was run by a fi xed base opera-
tor,” Davenport said.

Some 15 years ago, Henry County 
government decided an airport man-
ager was needed and Davenport was 
just the man for the job.

Davenport has been fascinated 
by air travel since he was a boy and 
acquired 3,000 fl ying hours in the U.S. 
Air Force over an eight-year military 
career during which he was an aircraft 
load master. He also worked as a civil-
ian for eight years at Fort Campbell 
in a deploying division for Operation 
Desert Shield. Davenport has a bach-
elor of science in aeronautics and air-
port development. 

There have been a lot of changes at 
the airport in recent years, Davenport 
said. “We’ve brought it up to standards. 
Without this airport, a lot of business-
es would not have located to Henry 
County. The fi rst impression they get 
of our county is right here.”

Airport Manager Don 
Davenport reviews 
aerial maps of the 
Henry County 
Airport facilities.

CLEARED FOR TAKE-OFF
Airport’s growth essential for local economy

By Shannon McFarlin
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New runways have been built with 
LED lights, aircraft hangars have been 
added and plans are in the works for 
an even larger runway. Fourteen han-
gars are on the airport grounds, with 
one unit able to hold eight airplanes. 
Two more hangars are in the works.

Private jets are a common sight at 
the airport, which performs 8,000 op-
erations a year. “An operation is con-
sidered any take-off, landing, fueling, 
and getting the planes ready to go,” 
Davenport said. “Most Henry Coun-
tians don’t realize just how much activ-
ity occurs out here on a regular basis.”

Costs are kept down by airport staff 
doing maintenance at the airport “and 
we operate as green as we can – we’re 
environmentally-friendly. We keep the 
buildings and the grounds up, we keep 
the hangars painted and looking good. 
We want the airport to be as attractive 
to the business community and our 
customers as possible.”

The airport plans to add a larger 
runway that would be built in phases, 
rebuild the terminal and change the 
entrance into the airport. “We plan 
eventually to have the entrance open 
onto Highway 218 when the bypass 
is completed,” Davenport reported. 

“But those are our long-range plans 
and we’re working with the FFA on 
that. The FFA wants us to have the new 
terminal and we would have to have a 
federal grant.”

The airport is even busier now, 
with both Air Evac and Vanderbilt/Air 
Methods having local headquarters 
for their air ambulances services there. 
“We’re very pleased having them here,” 
Davenport stated.

Jet and 100LL fuels are available at 
the airport 24-hours a day self-service 
with full attendant service during 
regular business hours. The runway is 
open 24-hours a day as well.

Amenities available at the airport 
include a conference room/pilot 
lounge, courtesy car service, rental car 
delivery and pickup, charter service 
and aircraft rental. 

Flying lessons are offered at the air-
port which also provides Aviation Days 
for children and experimental aircraft 
events.

“Ours is one of the busier airports 
around,” Davenport said. “Our opera-
tion is well above average from others 
in the area. We love what we do and 
we’re here to serve Henry County and 
the public.”

Airport manager Don Davenport calls the airport the front door for the community.Local Banking for   
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A
uthor Shannon McFarlin did 
not grow up in Paris, but she 
spent plenty of time here 
visiting family. As a girl the 

tales about Camp Tyson fascinated her. 
She recently completed a book enti-
tled, As if They Were Ours - The Story of 
America’s Only Barrage Balloon Train-
ing Facility.

PM – Explain Camp Tyson.
McFarlin – During the war, Camp 

Tyson was the only barrage balloon 
training facility in the nation, and it 
was right here in Henry County. They 
also built the balloons and housed 
prisoners of war, as well. 

PM – Why did it intrigue you?
McFarlin – From the time I was 

young, I knew I wanted to write about 
Camp Tyson.  My mom, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and great-great 
grandmother told me so many great 
stories about those days. 

During the war, lots of local fami-
lies, both black and white took Camp 
Tyson soldiers and construction work-
ers and their families into their homes. 
In fact, that’s where the title comes 
from, the locals said they treated them, 
“As if they were ours.” 

There were as many as fi ve families 
living with my mother’s family at one 

time, which included a soldier’s family 
and families of construction workers. 
Paris was a boomtown and these folks 
needed accommodations. 

There’s a picture of our soldier and 
his wife in our family photo album; 
that shows the deep connection be-
tween the townspeople and the camp. 
The children were affected, too. Like 
us, our neighbors housed soldiers. 
When they came home from Camp 
Tyson in the afternoon, the kids would 
line up in our driveway and salute. 

PM – How did you gather your in-
formation and get started?

McFarlin – I’ve written for several 
local publications through the years. 
Every time I interviewed someone of a 
certain age I’d ask if they remembered 
Camp Tyson and they’d tell me stories. 
I kept those notes and already had a 
lot of information about it before I got 
the contract to write the book. 

PM – What spurred you to get it 
fi nished?

McFarlin – A lot of that generation 
was disappearing and I needed to get 
the stories recorded soon. Everyone I 
spoke with had an immediate memory 
and their descriptions were like it all 
happened yesterday, which shows how 
important Camp Tyson was to them. 
Many of them kept mementos and 
photos, too, which made the book so 
much easier to write. 

PM – Lots of people have ideas for 
books but they never get published.

McFarlin – I had a conversation 
with Carl Holder, who was the head 
of the Henry County Alliance and a 
member of what was then called the 
Tennessee River Resort Act (TRRA) 
Board. Carl is a history lover and 
knows that heritage tourism is one of 
the most profi table aspects of tourism. 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Untold Story of 

CAMP TYSON
From postcard, ca. 1943. 

“Barrage Balloon Training Center,”
Camp Tyson, Tenn.
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He thought it was something that the 
TRRA should fund. I made a proposal 
so I could concentrate on researching 
and writing and they funded it.

PM – How many folks did you in-
terview?

McFarlin – Over 100 people.  I also 
did research at the Library of Congress, 
and through the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act I got many declassifi ed 
documents. There were U.S. Army 
documents about Camp Tyson, as well 
as documents from the time it was a 
Prisoner of War Camp. The Caroth-
ers family gave me documents, too 
regarding the purchase of the camp by 
their family and their family business, 
the Spinks Clay Company.

PM – How did you fi nd your people 
to interview?

McFarlin – I put an ad in area news 
publications and the E.W. Grove High 
School website asking people with 
Camp Tyson connections to contact 
me. The Grove alumni were extremely 
helpful. They wanted their stories 
told. For example, a man who lives in 
Florida sent me his scrapbooks includ-
ing things like Camp Tyson menus and 
matchbooks. I made copies and then 
sent it all back to him. 

I couldn’t believe how trusting 
people were with their photos and me-
mentos. I really appreciated that and 
honored that trust. 

PM – What would you say your big-
gest obstacle was?

McFarlin – Getting it published. My 
mom became very ill, and I was caring 
for her. I put everything on hold for a 
while and that was hard.

PM – When did the camp open?
McFarlin – It was already being 

planned when Pearl Harbor hap-
pened. It opened in 1942 and closed 
in 1944. The 75th anniversary of the 
opening of Camp Tyson is in 2017. 
Henry County Mayor Brent Greer has 
expressed interest in a commemora-
tive event, which is a great idea.

PM – What will surprise your read-
ers the most?

McFarlin – Probably the impact 
of Camp Tyson’s African American 

soldiers in the history of WWII and D-
Day. I think it will surprise both black 
and white readers.

Henry County was such a segregat-
ed community at that time that a lot 
of people didn’t even know there were 
black soldiers at the camp – there were 
three African American battalions, 
including the 320th Barrage Balloon 
Battalion. 

Those men were in the fi rst wave 
on D-Day, and they were the only 
black soldiers in the invasion. The bar-
rage balloons were attached to their 
belts, so you can imagine the extreme 
danger that they faced. 

The newspapers of the day didn’t 
report on it, and those men were never 
recognized for what they had done lo-
cally or nationally. I’m proud that it’s 
documented in the book.

PM – How did Camp Tyson defi ne 
Paris and Henry County’s legacy?

McFarlin – Before Camp Tyson, 
Paris was a small, isolated, southern 
town. Rural Tennessee was still, more 
or less, in the Depression. But news 

of the camp boosted the economy. 
Paris grew overnight and was forced to 
develop an infrastructure to accom-
modate the construction workers (up 
to 8,000 of them) and soldiers (up to 
25,000 of them). 

There were more homes, more 
businesses and more opportunities 
than ever before. Several of the soldiers 
married local women and put down 
roots here, all of which contributed to 
a larger, more culturally diverse, mod-
ern little city.

PM – Who should read this book 
and why?

McFarlin – Obviously the people of 
the Greatest Generation will enjoy it, 
but younger generations should read 
it, too. It’s a good lesson on how and 
why Paris grew and the debt that we 
owe to those who lived through the 
Great Depression and WWII. 

PM – Where locally can the book be 
purchased?

McFarlin – From the Chamber of 
Commerce or local gift shops.

County Mayor Brett Greer and author Shannon McFarlin hold head fi gures of Tojo and 
Hitler that were used during target practice at Camp Tyson. The barrage balloon paint-
ing above them was created by a soldier at the camp. These items are on display at the 
Paris-Henry County Heritage Center.
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WHEN BULLETS FLEW

T
his is a continuation of the 
series of articles sharing 
unique Civil War stories about 
local families. The next two 

articles will cover the Porter family that 
had two prominent Confederate vet-
erans – Governor James D. Porter and 
his brother, Captain Thomas Kennedy 
Porter, Jr. They are both buried in the 
Paris City Cemetery which is a treasure 
trove of history about many famous 
people.

James Davis Porter, a friend of Pres-
idents and generals, was the epitome 
of a Southern gentleman and the pride 
of Paris: successful lawyer, Civil War 
hero, circuit court judge, two-term 
governor, Assistant Secretary of State, 
Minister to Chile and an acclaimed 
educator. His life was touched with 

triumph and tragedy along with a cast 
of fascinating characters. 

James D. Porter was born in Paris 
on December 7, 1828, the son of Dr. 
Thomas Kennedy Porter and Geraldine 
Horton Porter. He attended the Univer-
sity of Nashville, where he obtained his 
Bachelor of Arts in 1846, and a Master 
of Arts in 1849. He studied law under 
Paris attorney John Dunlap and was 
admitted to the bar in 1851. 

Porter married Susannah Dunlap, 
the daughter of his law mentor, John 
Dunlap, in 1851. They had six children, 
three of whom died at a young age 
and as a result, it is said that they were 
overly protective of their surviving 
children of privilege. 

Governor Porter was well respected 
and considered to be an honest, out-

standing citizen but had two younger 
sons that committed numerous acts 
that got them in trouble with the law. 
Between them the Porter sons killed 
two men and seriously wounded three 
others. One son, Dudley was killed in 
a pistol duel with Alex White on the 
west side of the court square in Paris 
on June 4, 1888. Dudley was carried to 
the family home on Dunlap Street and 
later buried in the Paris City Cemetery. 

Porter was elected to the Tennessee 
House of Representatives in 1859. In 
1861, he introduced the “Porter Reso-
lutions,” which were eventually adopt-
ed. These resolutions stipulated that 
in the event of war between seceding 
states and the Union, Tennessee would 
align itself with the seceding states. In 
May 1861, following the Battle of Fort 

As part of his quest to help save our forgotten and often ignored history for future generations, Larry Ray is compiling a number of 
articles detailing the history of some local families during the Civil War. This is the twenty-fi rst in his series.

Previous articles can be read online in the archives of MyParisMagazine.com.

By Larry Ray
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Sumter, these measures were enacted 
and Tennessee signed a military pact 
with the Confederacy.

At the beginning of the Civil War, 
Porter initially served as an adjutant 
general under Gideon J. Pillow, and 
helped organize the Provisional Army 
of Tennessee. After this army was at-
tached to the greater Confederate 
Army, Porter was assigned to General 
Benjamin F. Cheatham as a lieutenant 
colonel. As Cheatham’s chief of staff, 
Porter took part in the battles of Bel-
mont, Shiloh, Chickamauga, Mission-
ary Ridge, the Siege of Atlanta and the 
battles of Jonesboro, Franklin, Nash-
ville and Bentonville. 

After the war, Porter returned to his 
law practice in Paris. In 1870, he was 
a delegate to the state’s constitutional 
convention, which wrote the current 
Tennessee State Constitution, and 
served on the convention’s judiciary 
committee. Following the convention, 
he was elected judge of the state’s 12th 
Circuit. Originally a Whig, he aligned 
himself with the Democratic Party af-
ter the Civil War. 

Porter received the Democratic 
nomination for governor in 1874, and 
easily defeated his Republican op-
ponent, Horace Maynard, by a 2-to-1 
vote later that year. In 1876, he was re-
elected by a similarly lopsided margin 
over several candidates including Re-
publican William F. Yardley from Knox-
ville who was the state’s fi rst African-
American candidate for governor. 

Porter was a strong supporter of 
public education. While he was gov-
ernor, the South’s fi rst medical school 
for African Americans, Meharry Medi-
cal College, was founded in Nashville. 
When the Peabody Fund announced 
it was going to establish a school for 
teachers in Nashville, Porter used his 
infl uence to have the school attached 
to the University of Nashville. 

In his book, Appalachian Aspira-
tions, Professor John Benhart de-
scribes Porter as “typical of the New 
South Conservatives who dominated 
Tennessee politics during the two de-
cades following Reconstruction, mix-
ing the mores of the Old South with a 
recognition that industrial capitalism 
was the wave of the future.”

Following his tenure as governor, 
Porter remained active in the New 

South economy. He served as presi-
dent of the Nashville, Chattanooga 
and St. Louis Railway from 1880 to 
1884, and also served on the Board of 
Directors of the Tennessee Coal, Iron 
and Railroad Company. 

In 1885, Porter was appointed As-
sistant Secretary of State by President 
Grover Cleveland. He served under 
Secretary of State Thomas F. Bayard. In 
1893, during Cleveland’s second term, 
Porter was appointed U.S. Minister to 
Chile. 

During his term of service he re-
established friendly relations between 
that government and the United 
States, which had been seriously en-
dangered by the indiscretion of a for-
mer Minister. He remained at this post 
until the spring of 1894. 

Porter spent the latter part of his 
life promoting and raising funds for 
his alma mater, the University of 
Nashville and its affi liated Peabody 
College. He was appointed a trustee of 
the Peabody Education Fund in 1883, 
and became president of the Board of 
Trustees for the University of Nashville 
in 1890. He became chancellor of the 
University of Nashville in 1901, and 
president of Peabody College in 1902. 

It is touching that Governor Porter 
had a very close relationship with Billy 
Porter who he fondly called “Uncle 
Billy”. Billy was well known in Paris 
and among Porter’s friends. Billy was 
one of Porter’s father’s ex-slaves that 
worked for Governor Porter. 

In a 1915 newspaper interview, Billy 
said of Governor Porter, “I ain’t never 
heard of him buying or selling no 
slave...When he passes, people from 
far and wide came to say Good-by, and 
after my misses they all come to shake 
my hand. Yes Sir, I sure am loved by the 
Governor.” 

Porter died at his Paris home on 
Dunlap Street in 1912 (currently the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. John Van Dyke), 
and is buried in the Paris City Cem-
etery near other family members. His 
friend, “Uncle Billy” rode in the front 
of the funeral carriage to the cemetery.

Larry Ray is Executive Director of the Henry 
County Fair Association and past Executive 
Director of the Paris-Henry County Cham-
ber of Commerce and Economic Develop-
ment. War.

Postcard of Governor Porter's home.
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ACROSS
3.  Dr. Stephens signs his letters with this word.
5.  Hank William’s friend who has  been to Paris-Henry Co. Airport 
9.  Mark Johnson likes to _____ in our community.
11.  Dr. Johnson met with this First Lady.
14.  Name of Annie Holmes’ website
16.  Location of barrage balloon training facility
17.  Author of book about Army training site
18.  New doctor at Henry Co. Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine
19.  Ninth graders in Henry County learn this 
       life-saving technique
20.  Edward Jones: Making Sense of _____

DOWN
1.  Type of vehicle used for ambulance service
2.  State Farm _____ Double Check
4.  Airport Manager’s name 8.    List of events going on in Henry County 13.   _____ Whipped Cream
6.  Governor James D. Porter was a Southern _____.  10.  Mark Johnson’s wife 14.  Howard University president’s first name
7.   John Watson's debater _____ Clinton 12.   Dr. Kyle Stephens grew up in _____ . 15.  Governor Porter was a _____ before becoming a Democrat.

PUZZLE
SOLVE

ON
PAGE 36
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At the Hoofbeats of Hope Fall Festival, Helen Neimi of Cottage Grove orga-
nizes a round of the cake walk.

Grand Marshal Elmer Scott Welch, a WWII veteran, at 
this year’s Veterans’ Day parade.

Setting up a shot for the movie “Painted Horses” at the juvenile courtroom in 
the Henry County Courthouse annex. The movie was fi lmed at several loca-
tions in Henry County.

The new fi re support tanker acquired by the Henry 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce at no cost to taxpayers. 
From left: Maintenance Supervisor Chris Thompson, 
Deputy Stacey Bostwick, Paris Fire Chief Michael 
Williams and Sheriff Monte Belew (back to camera).
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Sunday Services
8:00, 9:30 or 11:30 AM

2500 E. Wood Street
Paris, TN 38242
731.641.8822
www.tvcc.us

International Quota President Karen 
Murphy, from Australia, recently visited 
with the local club. She is pictured with 
Paris Quota Club President Stephanie 
Tayloe (right).

The Chill Tonics warm up before the Candlelight Advent Walk.

Former Paris City Manager Carl Holder 
impersonating a peasant boy at this year’s 
Chamber Business Expo which had a 
Renaissance Fair theme.

Mary Beth Puckett of My Favorite Things 
is surrounded by beautiful decorations 
and looking festive at the Christmas open 
houses.
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Some foods and drinks are meant 
to nourish your soul, not necessarily 
your body. They’re the ones whose 
taste and smell can take you back in 
time or remind you of someone.

Last weekend as I made this Cran-
berry Pineapple Spice Tea, the smell 
of cinnamon, cranberries and cloves 
began to fi ll my house. It was raining 
outside and the dogs were sleeping 
and the fi replace was fl ickering. I was 
folding warm, fresh towels straight out 
of the dryer and I looked around my 
sleepy quiet house. It made me smile 

because this is the exact opposite from 
how my parents’ house feels when my 
Mom makes this tea.

I am the oldest of four kids so it 
was always noisy in our home. Mom 
would be in the kitchen cooking, usu-
ally with music playing. Dad would be 
in and out of the house with all of the 
dogs following closely. The four of us 
would be talking, laughing or arguing, 
but defi nitely not being quiet. The TV 
would be on somewhere in the house.

That busy little house is all I could 
think about while sipping on this tea in 

my quiet home. My three siblings and I 
do not live together anymore. Actually, 
we all live in four different places, but 
with the Holidays over, the void that 
they have left in my heart grows bigger. 
I fi nd myself wanting something, any-
thing to make them feel a little closer. 
This tea is the only cure I could think 
of this weekend.

It worked too. As I sipped cup after 
cup I couldn’t help but smile and think 
to myself, my house may be quiet but 
my heart is full.

CRANBERRY PINEAPPLE SPICE TEA

INGREDIENTS
• 1 46-ounce can pineapple juice
• 1 64-ounce bottle cranberry juice
• 2 family size tea bags
• 2 cinnamon sticks
• 1 teaspoon cloves*
• 1 orange, sliced
• 1/3 cup fresh cranberries, optional

INSTRUCTIONS
 1. Pour juices in a large pot and heat to medium heat. 
  Add tea bags, cinnamon sticks, cloves, orange slices 
  and cranberries.
 2. Bring mixture to a light simmer for 40 minutes.
 3. Reduce heat to low and remove the tea bags, 
  fruit and spices.
 4. Serve warm.

* I cut a small square of cheesecloth and place the spices 
in it and tie it closed. This makes removing the spices easier.

Warm Drinks 
to Warm Your Heart

By Annie Mayoza Holmes

Annie Mayoza Holmes is the gluten-free blogger behind the website Maebells. 
She is a Henry County native who has a passion for revamping 
classic Southern dishes into lighter, healthier, gluten-free fare. 
To see more from Annie visit her website, www.maebells.com.

PARIS CUISINE
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DARK 
CHOCOLATE
COCOA 
WITH 
ESPRESSO 
WHIPPED 
CREAM

INGREDIENTS
For the Dark Chocolate Cocoa
•  2 tablespoons cocoa
•  1½ tablespoons honey
•  1 square semi sweet bakers 
  chocolate
•  1 teaspoon vanilla

For the Espresso Whipped Cream
•  1 cup heavy whipping cream
•  1 teaspoon sugar
•  1 tablespoon espresso or 
 strong coffee*

INSTRUCTIONS
1. For the Cocoa: Heat all 
ingredients over medium heat in a 
small saucepan stirring occasionally 
until warm. Adjust heat if necessary.
2. For the Espresso Whipped 
Cream: Using a mixer beat the 
cream, sugar, and espresso until stiff 
peaks form.
3. Pour cocoa into mugs and top 
with whipped cream

* I used one to go packet of instant 
espresso and dissolved it into one 
tablespoon warm water.

FRUIT SPICE TEA

INGREDIENTS
•  1 can (46 ounces) pineapple juice
•  1 cup orange juice
•  1 cup pomegranate juice
•  2 cinnamon sticks
•  2 teaspoons cloves
•  2 family size tea bags

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Pour juices in a large pot and 
heat to medium heat. Add tea bags, 
cinnamon sticks, and cloves.
2.  Bring mixture to a light simmer 
for 30 minutes.
3.  Reduce heat to low and remove 
the tea bags and spices.
4.  Serve warm and garnish with fruit 
slices if desired

* I cut a small square of cheesecloth 
and place the spices in it and tie it 
closed. This makes removing the 
spices easier.

PEPPERMINT 
FRAPPUCCINO 

INGREDIENTS
•  2 cups milk
•  2 cups ice
•  1½ cup frozen fat free Cool Whip
•  2 tablespoons honey
•  1 teaspoon vanilla extract
•  ¼ teaspoon peppermint extract
•  2-3 tablespoons crushed 

candy canes

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Place all ingredients except 
candy canes in a blender and 
blend for 20 seconds until ice is 
completely crushed and drink is 
smooth.
2.  Stir in crushed candy canes.
3.  Garnish with additional candy 
canes if desired.

WARM UP
with the latest issue of PARIS! Magazine

Find your copy at one of these local businesses:
Coast To Coast Tin� ng • Edward Jones • Founda� on Bank

Paris-Henry Co. Chamber of Commerce • Henry Co. Medical Center 
Henry Co. Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine

Moody Realty • West Tennessee Bone & Joint
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Locally owned & Operated
Weed Control & Fertilization

MIKE TURNER
scottslawntn@bellsouth.net
MICHAEL TURNER
turners.landscaping@yahoo.com

1690 Highway 79 S • Paris, Tennessee 38242
(731) 642-5500 • Toll Free (888) 872-6887

www.scottslawnservice.com

Charter #4226

 

 

DDoes your Mobile Banking   
AApp do this?  

Our Foundation Mobile Solution is just one of the many financial solutions we'll show 
you how to use at Foundation Bank. 

 

foundationbank.org 

1. Allow you to deposit a check?  
2. Allow you to pay your bills? 
3. Allow you to see your other credit card account 
transactions? 
4. Allow you to take pictures of receipts to attach to 
transactions?  

Only 7 Miles South of Downtown Paris
www.pariswinery.com  (731)644-9500

2982 Harvey Bowden Rd. Paris, TN 38242

A Taste of Italy with Tennessee Hospitality

OPEN 7 
DAYS A 
WEEK

Paris First
United Methodist 

Church
Open Doors • Open Hearts • Open Minds

 101 E. Blythe Street
Paris, TN 38242
  731-642-4764

Sunday Worship: 8:30 AM & 11 AM
Sunday School: 9:30 AM

www.fi rstmethodistparistn.com
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IN THE GARDEN

I
n case you have forgotten, this 
just so happens to be an election 
year. And unless you have been 
marooned on a desert island or 

happen to live under a rock (not that 
there’s anything wrong with that), 
you’re probably getting a little tired of 
campaign ads and political debates. 
But before you decide to write the 
whole thing off and move to Antarc-
tica, it might be entertaining to hear 
from that little known group of plan-
tidates known as the GOP (Grand Old 
Plants). While not usually recognized 
as front-runners, this group of grass 
root activists might just have some 
ideas worth hearing about. So sit back 
and enjoy this “Primetime Residential 
Debate” as we join it in progress.

Moderator: “The fi rst question of 
the evening goes to Mr. Donald Trump 
Etvine. Mr. Trump Etvine, what are 
your views on immigration?”

Mr. Trump Etvine: “I don’t want to 
give the impression that I’m against 
immigration. I realize that this great 
landscape of ours has certainly ben-
efi tted from the contributions of such 
great plants as the Chinese Holly or the 
Dutch Iris. But I simply must draw the 
line when it comes to the overpopula-
tion of such insects as the Japanese 
Beetle!”

Moderator: “Very well. The next 
question is for the honorable Celery 
Clinton. Mrs. Clinton, there has been 
increased concern recently on the 

subject of health care. What are your 
thoughts and what changes would you 
make, if any?”

Mrs. Clinton: “Complete and af-
fordable health care is the right of all 
plants, regardless of their position in 
the landscape. I don’t think a plant 
should be denied fertilizer or irrigation 
based solely on the fact of whether 
they are an annual or perennial. Also, 
as you might recall, the education of 
all gardeners on the proper use and 
application of pesticides has always 
been at the forefront of my campaign.”

Moderator: “Thank you Celery. 
Now a question for the esteemed 
gardener, Mr. Jade Bush. The issue 
of climate change is a very hot topic 

The Great Landscape Debate 
by John Watkins
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Be more               West Tennessee wljt.org 

these days. What solutions would you 
propose to slow down this process?”

Mr. Bush: “Well, fi rst of all, there 
has been an awful lot of debate about 
reducing our carbon footprint and 
the dangers of the greenhouse effect. 
I have made it quite clear in my cam-
paign that I feel the greenhouse effect 
is a positive one. Just remember that 
millions of plants are produced each 
year in greenhouses and, as far as I 
can tell, all of these plants are carbon 
based! I will go so far as to encour-
age everyone to actually contribute 
to climate change by planting more 
trees, thus producing more shade and 
reducing temperatures.”

Moderator: “Quite interesting. Next 
up, Mr. Beanie Sanders. Mr. Sanders, 
how would you go about solving the 
problem of “soil”cial security?”

Mr. Sanders: “As we all know, with 
the increase in the number of paved 
areas and the lack of green space, we 

are continually putting our soils at risk 
of being lost due to runoff. Therefore 
my stance is that there should be a 
groundcover in every plot and greener 
pastures will be our reward!”

Moderator: “Mr. Trump Etvine, 
rebuttal?”

Mr. Trump Etvine: “It is simply 
ludicrous to believe that this problem 
can be solved by groundcovers alone! 
A generous application of mulch must 
also be considered in order to properly 
maintain our “soil”cial security.”

Moderator: “And fi nally, a question 
for the whole group. What are your 
general thoughts on raising Taxus?”

Celery Clinton: “Since Taxus is a 
genus that includes all of the yew fam-
ily, I feel it would be unconscionable to 
not raise as many Taxus as possible.”

Donald Trump Etvine: “Trying to 
force more Taxus on the rich will get us 
nowhere. They already have enough 

plants to deal with as it is. Why not en-
courage the poor to just accept more 
Taxus as a part of their landscape?”

Jade Bush: “Everyone knows that 
cutting Taxus is much harder than rais-
ing Taxus. I mean, you get that sticky 
sap all over you and one wrong cut can 
wipe out the whole shrub.”

Beanie Sanders: “I have to disagree 
with Mr. Bush. Raising Taxus is prob-
ably one of the most diffi cult issues 
a landscaper could face. Too much 
water, heavy clay soils, and too much 
sunlight are all factors that must be 
considered before one simply decides 
to raise Taxus.”

Moderator : “Thank you all for 
sharing your candid answers with us 
and best of luck to you all in the up-
coming growing season.”

John Watkins is the grounds director at 
Discovery Park of America and resides in 
Henry County.

these days What solutions would y nts to deal with as it is Why not enare continually putting our soils at riskyou are co t risk plan

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★



visit www.MyParisMagazine.com  PARIS! in the Winter  2016 35

Needlework • Decorating & Limited Editions
Memorabilia • Family Photos • Puzzles

2945 East Wood Street • Paris, TN 38242
731.644.9314

Frame Makers, Inc.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING
OWNERS: BOBBY & JOANN REAVES

Serving Paris & Henry County Since 1984

Paris Pediatrics P.C.
E S TA B L I S H E D  1 9 9 2

Debra S. Selby, M.D.
Megan J. Higgins, M.D.

Andre Worrell, M.D.
Lezlie W. Burden P.A.

243 JIM ADA MS DRIVE - PARIS, TENNESSEE

Monday-Friday
8 am - 5 pm

Saturday
9 am - 3 pm

Phone:
644-2747

Appointment Only

Your fur-ever friend 
is looking for you!
HENRY COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

ANIMAL 
SHELTER
622 Jones Bend Road
Paris,TN 
731-641-8090
OPEN WEEKENDS FOR ADOPTIONS

 
IN-STORE JEWELRY REPAIR

— Service with Quality & Experience —
New & Pre-Owned Jewelry • Gold & Silver• Watches

WE BUY SCRAP GOLD!
114 N. MARKET STREET • PARIS, TN 38242 • (731) 642-0881

PARIS CIVIC CENTER
Cutting Edge Fitness Equipment

Indoor Pool

Walking Track

Certified Personal Trainer

650 Volunteer Drive, Paris
www.parisciviccenter.org

HENRY COUNTY MONUMENT WORKS
Designers and Builders of Monuments, Statuary and Mausoleums

1203 Dunlap Street • Paris, TN 38242 • (731) 642-2885
Located next to Maplewood Cemetery  • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Six Screens

Latest Releases

InfoLine:
642-7171

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN

WA
INSURANCE

www.whiteandassociates.net

Tommy Wimberley
Wimberley Agency
tommy.wimberley@whiteandassociates.net

200 W. Washington Street
Paris, TN  38242

Phone:    (731) 642-5132
Fax:         (731) 642-0417



Twin Lakes Dental Associates

QUALITY FAMILY DENTAL CARE
 Marty L. Cathey, D.D.S., P.C.
 J. Jackson Swain Jr., D.D.S., P.C.
 Derek Y. Jones, D.D.S., P.C.
 Andrew S. Troutt, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.
 405 Tyson Avenue, Suite A � Paris, TN 38242

 (731) 642-2244(731) 642-2244
 216 Hwy 641 � Camden, TN 38320

 (731) 584-2299(731) 584-2299
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday by Appointment

Member of the American Dental Association

2305 East Wood Street
Paris, Tennessee

731-642-8667
www.trolingers.com 2601 E. Wood Street • Paris • 642-1252

LA
KEWAY
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CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

on page 27

110 E. Washington • Paris, TN
642-3531 • 642-3532

Happy New
Year!

from everyone at

PERKINS DRUGS
& GIFTS!

Valentine’s Day is  coming & 
we carry perfect gift s for all

thos e you love.
GREETING CARDS • CANDY • CANDLES

CHILDREN’S BOOKS & STUFFED ANIMALS 
HOME DECOR • PERFUMES & COLOGNES 

DON’T FORGET YOUR FLU SHOT! 
See Randall & Adam for your 

healthcare needs!
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ACE’S RESTAURANT*
1516 East Wood Street
731-644-0558

ANN & DAVE’S
2613 East Wood Street
731-641-1334

B & D’S *
125 Cypress Road, Buchanan
731-232-8300

BLUES LANDING RESTAURANT*
130 Tate Dr., Buchanan
731-407-4926

EL VALLARTA MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT *
1113 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-3626

EL VAQUERO MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT *
600 Spruce Street, 731-641-0404

EAGLE’S NEST MARINA *
500 Eagle Nest Road, Buchanan
731-642-6192 (seasonal)

4-WAY GRILL
6121 E. Antioch Road, Springville
731-641-0100

GOLDEN DRAGON CHINESE 
RESTAURANT
114 West Washington Street
731-644-3288

HARDEE’S
1005 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-4220

HONG KONG CHINESE 
RESTAURANT *
1021 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-644-1810

HUDDLE HOUSE
1502 East Wood Street
731-644-1515

KENNY'S MEAT MARKET
Highway 79 South, 
731-644-1123 

LEPANTO STEAK HOUSE
1305 East Wood Street
731-641-1791

DINING GUIDE

MATT’S PUB *
11180 Hwy. 79 North
731-642-6085

MISO JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT*
915 Mineral Wells Avenue 
731-704-6030 / 731-407-6029

OAK TREE GRILL
785 Buchanan Resort Road, 
Springville
731-642-2828 (seasonal)

OISHII JAPANESE HIBACHI 
STEAKHOUSE *
1055 Mineral Wells Ave. 
(In Kroger Shopping Center)
642-7778

THE OLIVE PIT
905 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-5030

PARIS LANDING STATE 
PARK INN *
400 Lodge Road
731-642-4311

PARIS WINERY & RUGGERO’S 
ITALIAN BISTRO *
2982 Harvey Bowden Road
731-644-9500

PI PIZZA
105 S. Brewer Street
731-407-4950

PIZZA PRO OF PARIS/SUB CITY
14244 Hwy. 79 N., Buchanan
731-642-2246

PRATER’S TATERS
1055 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-642-7224

SOUTHSIDE CAFE
1875 Highway 69 S
731-407-4694 

SPANKY'S COUNTRY KITCHEN
9505 Hwy 641N, Puryear
731-247-5527

STEAK ’N SHAKE
1036 Mineral Wells Avenue
731-407-7341

TAKE ME BACK CAFE
302 West Wood Street
731-642-1952

THE BREAKERS MARINA & GRILL *
(seasonal) 
526 Shamrock Road, Buchanan, TN 
731-232-8299 

THE FRESH MARKET RESTAURANT *
2255 East Wood Street
731-644-1900

TOM’S PIZZA & STEAK HOUSE
2501 East Wood Street
731-642-8842

TROLINGER’S BBQ
2305 East Wood Street
731-642-8667

*Beer and/or other alcohol available.

There’s no shortage of delicious dining in our area. 
Please peruse our restaurant guide and drop in for a meal.

Cindy’s Catering
Company, LLC

Mike & Cindy Snyder

Lakeway Village Shopping Center
2541 East Wood Street

Paris, Tennessee
Phone/Fax: 731-407-7700

cindyscatering@charter.net

Like Us on Facebook
Cindy’s Catering Company



38 PARIS! in the Winter  2016  visit www.MyParisMagazine.com

ONGOING EVENTS
POPCORN ANYONE? - Enjoy a 
night out at the Parisian Theatre 
with nightly shows on six screens 
and matinees on the weekend. For 
information and movie schedules 
call 731-642-7171.

PICKIN’ N GRINNIN’ – Jam with 
fellow country music lovers or just 
listen in at the Civic Center on 
Volunteer Drive. Call Bob Perry at 
731-641-7577 for more information.

NO ICE, JUST WOOD – Enjoy skat-
ing at Paris Wheels Skating Center. 
Call 731-642-2245.

HENRY COUNTY MEDICAL 
CENTER - Free seminars/screenings 
including Shopping Smart, Chronic 
Disease Management, Childbirth 
Education and more. For more info 
or to pre-register call 731-644-3463.

GET ARTSY- Learn to play an instru-
ment, sing, paint, create pottery and 
more at Lee Academy for the Arts. 
Visit www.schoolforthearts.com.

PLAY INSIDE – The Paris Civic 
Center has an indoor pool, track, 
weights, and fi tness machines. Pay 
by the visit or become a member. 
Call 731-644-2517.

STRIKE! - Grab a bowling ball at 
Gary Center Bowl, located on North 
Market St. Call 731-642-3838 for 
more information.

WARM UP WITH A GOOD BOOK- 
W.G. Rhea Paris-Henry County 
Library always has something go-
ing on. Internet/phone classes, 
children’s and teens’ craft sessions 
and movies, and of course, books 
galore. Call for more information 
731-642-1702.

NEED SOMETHING TO DO 
IN THE NEW YEAR? Make 
volunteering a New Year’s 
resolution. Call the Volunteer 
Center at 731-642-3431 and sign 
up for one of the many spots that 
could use a good volunteer.

CALENDAR

January 1, 2015 - Happy New Year!

January 1 - Kick off your New Year’s 
Day in Kentucky Lake with the seventh 
annual “Shiver on the River” at Paris 
Landing State Park Marina. For more 
information call Becki White at 731-
333-1320.

January 1 - First Day Hike at Paris 
Landing. Starting at 10 am and 
meeting up in the hotel lobby, take a 2 
mile hike over to the marina and back. 
This hike is open to all and sure to 
work up an appetite. Why not stop by 
for a leisurely lunch at The Riverboat, 
which is known for its’ southern style 
cuisine. For more information contact 
Ranger Jeff Utley at 731-641-4465.

January 3 - Give the “Gift of Life” at 
the Lifeline Blood Drive, First United 
Methodist Church, Blythe Street, from 
noon to 6 pm. Call Tammy Hurst at 
1-800-924-6572 for more information.

January 5 - Students in the Paris 
Special School District head back to 
school today!

January 6 - Students return to school 
in Henry County School System.

January 11 - You’ve waited all year, 
now Helping Hand Radio Auction is 
back through March 2. Auction begins 
at 12:30 pm. Check the calendar on 
pages 6 & 7 of this issue.

January 11 - Lego League at W. G. 
Rhea Library from 3:30-4:30 pm. Join 
them in the kid’s room as they read 
Lego Stories and build awesome Lego 
creations. For more information call 
731-6542-1702. 

January 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day! No school in Paris and Henry 
County. Start your day off with a 
special breakfast at Central School 
and then a march downtown in honor 
of Dr. King. For more information 
contact Brother Joe Rawls at 731-644-
9520.

January 18 & 19 - Snowfl ake Classes 
at W.G. Rhea Library. Learn how to 
make intricately designed snowfl akes. 
Teen class on the 18th from 2-3 pm 
and adult class on the 19th from 6-7 
pm. For more information call 731-
642-1702. 

January 23 - The Paris-Henry County 
Jaycees host the annual World’s 
Biggest Fish Fry Hostess Princess 
Pageant at the Krider Performing 
Arts Center. For more information 
call 731-644-2517 or visit www.
worldsbiggestfi shfry.com.

January 30 - The Paris-Henry County 
Jaycees host the World’s Biggest Fish 
Fry Pageants at the Krider Performing 
Arts Center. Call 731-644-2517 or visit 
www.worldsbiggestfi shfry.com for 
more information.
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CALENDAR

February - Been fi shin’ lately? Head 
out to one of the Paris Landing State 
Park Marina Fishing Tournaments. 
For more information contact Rob 
Markum at 731-641-4475.

February 1 through 29 - Continue 
to support our Helping Hand Radio 
Auction! See the schedule on pages 6 
& 7 of this issue. 
 
February 2 - Happy Groundhog Day! 
How many weeks until spring?

February 4 - Give the “Gift of Life” at 
the Lifeline Blood Drive, First United 
Methodist Church, Blythe Street, from 
noon to 6 pm. Call Tammy Hurst at 
1-800-924-6572 for more information.

February 5 - Come one, come 
all to the Mardi Gras Ball with 
proceeds benefi tting the Paris-Henry 
County Heritage Center. Dinner 
and entertainment 6:30 pm at the 
Paris Convention Center. For more 
information or to reserve a table call 
731-642-1030.

February 8 - Lego League at W. G. 
Rhea Library from 3:30-4:30. Join 
them in the kid’ s room as they read 
Lego Stories and build awesome Lego 
creations. For more information call 
731-6542-1702.

February 13 - Love & Laughter at 
the Paris Convention Center 7pm. For 
more information contact the Paris 
Henry County Arts Council at 731-642-
3955. 

February 15 - President’s Day! No 
school in the Paris Special School 
District or the Henry County School 
System.

February 15 - Movie Mania Monday 
at W. G. Rhea Library. Movies showing 
all day on a projector in the kids room 
at the library. For more information 
call 731-642-1702.

February 23 - Yummy, yummy! 
Lion’s Club Chili Day at First United 
Methodist Church, 11 am - 6 pm. For 
more information call 731-642-4764.
 
March - Head out fi shin’ at one of 
the Paris Landing Marina Fishing 
Tournaments. For information contact 
Rob Markum at 731-641-4475. 

March 3 - Help save a life at the 
Lifeline Blood Drive, First United 
Methodist Church, Blythe Street, from 
noon to 6 pm. Call Tammy Hurst at 
1-800-924-6572 for more information.

March 6 – April 1 - Annual Photo 
Showcase, free to the public and 
open to all ages to enter photography, 
at Lee Academy. For more information 
call 731-642-3411.

March 11- Runway for a Cure 
benefi tting Relay for Life will be at 
the Krider Performing Arts Center. 
This year the emcee will be Miss 
Tennessee Hannah Robison. For more 
information call 731-644-2517.

March 11- Story time and Meet & 
Greet with Peter Rabbit at the W. G. 
Rhea Library from 4-6 pm. For more 
information call 731-642-1702.

March 13 - Don’t be late! Spring 
Forward. DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
begins.

March 15 - Henry County Combined 
Middle School Chorus Concert the 
Krider Performing Arts Center at 
7pm. Lakewood, Henry, and Harrelson 
students in grades 6-8 join their voices 
for a fabulous concert. Free to the 
public. For more information call 731-
642-2517.

March 15 - Spring issue of PARIS! 
Magazine is out!
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DR. KYLE 
STEPHENS

WEST TENNESSEE BONE & JOINT CLINIC 
is proud that DR. KYLE STEPHENS is part of its 

growing list of orthopedic surgeons. 
A native of Henry County, Dr. Stephens practices with Dr. Blake Chandler in Paris. 

Upon graduation from Kansas City University of Medicine and 
Biosciences, Dr. Stephens completed his orthopedic surgery 
residency at Henry Ford Macomb Hospital in Detroit. He then 
completed a year-long fellowship in spine surgery at Regions 
Hospital in St. Paul, MN. There he was able to work alongside and 
learn from both orthopedic spine surgeons and neurosurgeons.

Dr. Stephens describes the opportunity to move home and prac-
tice medicine as “a privilege and a responsibility.” However his 
concern reaches far beyond West Tennessee to orthopedic surgery 
mission work in developing countries.

www.wtbjc.com

For more information or an appointment, call 
West Tennessee Bone & Joint Clinic - Paris

731.644.0474 


