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Call The Professionals!

PARIS, TENNESSEE

RESTORATION
SERVICES

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Professional Home Cleaning
Air Duct Cleaning

642-1111
1-866-342-2121

Twin Lakes Dental Associates
QUALITY FAMILY DENTAL CARE

 Marty L. Cathey, D.D.S., P.C.
 J. Jackson Swain Jr., D.D.S., P.C.
 Derek Y. Jones, D.D.S., P.C.
 Andrew S. Troutt, D.D.S., F.A.D.I.A
 Daniel Cathey, D.M.D
 405 Tyson Avenue, Suite A � Paris, TN 38242
 (731) 642-2244
 216 Hwy 641 � Camden, TN 38320
 (731) 584-2299

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday by Appointment
Member of the American Dental Association

Classic worship, modern thought, and open arms.

Grace Episcopal Church
www.gracechurchparistn.org

(731) 642-1721
 103 South Poplar Street in downtown Paris

Come see us soon!

Classic worship, modern thought, and open arms.

Grace Episcopal Church
www.gracechurchparistn.org

(731) 642-1721
 103 South Poplar Street in downtown Paris

Come see us soon!

Classic worship, modern thought, and open arms.

Grace Episcopal Church
www.gracechurchparistn.org

(731) 642-1721
 103 South Poplar Street in downtown Paris

Come see us soon!

2305 East Wood Street
Paris, Tennessee

731-642-8667
www.trolingers.com
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On The Cover
John Christopher Sage, son of Christopher and 
Carrie Sage, is experiencing “kid bliss” making 
snow angels with his sister, Allie. He is the 
grandson of Arthur and Mary Lodge.
Photo by Carrie Sage Like us on Facebook - MyParisMagazine.com

Winter can be tough. After all the 
excitement of Christmas and ringing 
in the New Year, it’s a bit of a letdown. 
But this issue of PARIS! has some sto-
ries that will lift your spirits. They are 
funny, inspiring and informative.

Bill Neese, who I have dubbed the 
town’s wittiest attorney, has an amus-
ing piece in Back in the Day. By all 
accounts, Bill had a comical youth, full 
of mischief and crazy antics, and we 
love that he shares it with PARIS! 

While we’re on funny articles, 
don’t miss In the Garden. Guru John 
Watkins has some gardening trivia that 
could make a pot of petunias laugh. 
Finally, Karen Geary’s piece on “What 
is Love?” has answers compiled from 
a group of two- and three-year-old 
kiddos. Spoiler alert, you may find out 
things you never knew!

Shannon McFarlin offers a moving 
Reminiscence about a remarkable 
African American music educator 
who taught opera and piano to many 
students who attended Henry County 
Training School. Oma and Nellie Bass 
share their memories of this talented 
lady. Another story to warm read-
ers’ hearts is from Karen Geary, who 

relates how a hometown artist reached 
out with love and a warm, comfort-
ing quilt to a couple suffering from 
the aftermath of last year’s Las Vegas 
tragedy. 

Plenty of inspiration can be found 
in this issue, starting with Parisian 
Nathan Hart. The son of Ronda and 
Barry Hart, Nathan is using his prob-
lem-solving skills plus research from 
his masters in economics to change 
the trajectory of lives in Haiti. FYI, you 
can help!

From new downtown businesses 
to the newly restored, Krider Steinway 
to a wintery visit at the Golden Pond 
Planetarium, there is plenty to enjoy in 
this issue. 

Don’t forget to save the Helping 
Hand Calendar – bid often and bid 
high!

Br-r-r-r...it’s Winter in Paris!
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BACK IN THE DAY

When I was a youngster, 
Whitlock had a very 
old-fashioned telephone 
system. All phones were 
on “party lines.” That 

means there were four to six homes 
on one “line.” Which meant that any 
time you were on the phone, everyone 
else on your line could listen and often 
did. In fact, others would join in the 
conversation. It was funny to me, but 
all the neighbors knew each other’s 
business anyway.

The telephones were large wood-
en boxes with a microphone on an 
extension and an earpiece on a wire. 
The earpiece was more or less cylin-
drical and was hung on an u-shaped 
cradle which cut off the call when the 
earpiece was hung on the it. 

The telephones were all wall 
mounted and were powered by a large 
battery in the lower section. Since you 
had to stand to use the phone, con-
versations were usually not too long. 
Besides, with five other families on the 

same line, someone was always waiting 
to make a call during “hours.”

Everyone’s phone on a line had a 
“ring” though all calls rang on every 
phone on a line. One person’s might 
be two long rings, another two long 
and a short. Of course, everyone knew 
everyone else’s ring, so you knew who 
was getting a call.

One good feature of this system 
was that you could call anyone on your 
line by just turning the crank to the 
proper ring. You could grab the crank 
on the side of the phone and turn it the 
requisite number of times, two longs 
(a full crank) and two shorts (two half 
cranks) and your neighbor with that 
ring knew he or she had a call.

Now, if you wanted to call someone 
who was not on your line, things got 
more complicated. See, I don’t remem-
ber if people had phone numbers on 
the Whitlock system or not because no 
one ever used them.

The telephone office was in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Crouch. Their 

house was close to the one-story brick 
store towards the railroad tracks. It 
was a modest frame home with a front 
porch. The switchboard occupied a 
wall of the living room and during 
“hours” was operated by Mrs. Crouch 
for the most part. It must have been 
even more confining than dairy farm-
ing. I don’t know how the schedule 
worked. Surely, she had some relief. 

I do know that from sometime in 
the early morning until 10:00 pm, the 
switchboard was in operation. I as-
sume Mr. and Mrs. Crouch took turns 
at the switchboard, but I don’t ever 
recall talking with him. I

n that era folks would call the tele-
phone office and say, “Operator, would 
you please connect me with MU245,” 
for example. In Whitlock, it was, “Mrs. 
Crouch, would you get Martha for 
me?” Really. I heard it a hundred times. 

Martha was my mother who, at 
the time, lived in Memphis. But Mrs. 
Crouch knew that and connected them 
right up. After all, if my grandmother 

THE 
WHITLOCK 
TELEPHONE 

OFFICE
BY BILL NEESE

Bill Neese is a local attorney, a sportsman, a youth shooting team coach and a 
grandfather. He began writing stories about his family, work, community and 

coming of age in the South. While composed primarily for his grandsons, his hope 
is “that these little stories will bring a smile to those who might read them.”
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had wanted to talk with her sister-in-
law, Martha Vance, she would have 
said, “Martha Vance.”

The switchboard was a console with 
lots of wires and plugs and sockets. By 
plugging the right wire into the right 
socket, the operator connected the two 
parties. Eventually, a switchboard had 
a rotary dial so the operator could con-
nect to the mainline and dial a number 
on a “modem” system. 

For other systems, the operator 
connected with another operator on 
that system, gave her the number 
being called and the distant operator 
connected them. For long distance, she 
called the long-distance operator who 
made the connection. This was not a 
high speed, high volume set up.

The only calls after 10 pm were 
“emergency” calls. When a phone 
rang after 10 pm, everyone on the 
party line would pick up to hear what 
had happened. It was usually a death 
or serious illness that prompted such 
late-night calls. 

Often, after the recipient of the 
bad news hung up, neighbors on the 
party line would ring back to offer 

their assistance or condolences. The 
people on the party line had no hours 
as they could ring others on the party 
line direct.

As I recall, phone numbers of 
the time, even in Paris, were three 
digits and later two letters and three 
numbers, much like Junior Samples’ 
“BR549” on TV’s “Hee Haw.”

Things have changed a lot since the 
days of the Whitlock Telephone Office. 
Telephones were only for basic com-

munications. Now everyone has a cell 
phone and is connected to the world 
every minute. These phones are the 
center of our social and business lives 
and a source of entertainment. 

If we forget our cell phone, we feel 
lost, cut off from the world, desperate 
almost. When the old wall phone rang, 
everyone went into the hall to see what 
had happened or was about to happen. 
It was a big deal to get a phone call and 
that was not so very long ago, or so it 
seems to me. 

Now this brings me to Valentine’s 
Day. Can you imagine trying to court 
over the Whitlock Telephone System, 
knowing full well that the other five 
parties on the line were listening to 
every word? 

It was a close-knit community and 
it would not surprise me if some of 
the eavesdroppers offered opinions 
on the relationship right on the line. 
“Oh, come on Anna Belle, go out with 
him. He is a nice boy and he sure 
seems to be fond of you.” Or, on the 
other hand, “Yes, and I’m gonna tell 
your Daddy.” But that was, as they 
say…back in the day.

It was not unusual for someone to be listen-
ing in on your “party line call.”

IF IT HAS WINDOWS,
WE CAN TINT IT!

KYLE PARKER, Owner/Installer

3 0 1  W .  W O O D  S T R E E T  •  P A R I S ,  T N  •  7 3 1 - 3 3 6 - 3 9 9 6

Subcontract 
work 

and fleet jobs 
welcome

“I’ve been tinting windows for over 20 years
and still love coming to work everyday.” 

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on your auto, home or business
FOR SALES & INSTALLATION: 731-336-3996
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REMINISCENCE

She was beautiful, elegant 
and sophisticated. She left 
the world too young, but she 
touched many lives along the 
way. And she is still an inspi-

ration to those who knew her. She was 
Laura Maye Hubbard; teacher, artist, 
pianist, singer.

Laura Maye taught at the Henry 
County Training School, sang in the 
Quinn Chapel A.M.E Church choir, 
taught vocalizing, piano, and opera 
to her private students and appeared 
every Sunday on WTPR, praising the 
Lord and singing His praises with her 
voice and the piano.

“She was just beautiful, always well-
dressed. When she walked in a room, 
all eyes were focused on her,” former 
student Nellie Bass remembered.

Oma Bass had similar memories. 
“She was a beautiful lady. Smiling all 
the time. She was just so pretty. Kind. 
Positive. She was a classy lady.” 

What Laura Maye taught her 
students went beyond what was in the 
curriculum, however. “She taught us 

posture. She taught us how to carry 
ourselves in all different situations.”

Laura Maye earned her teaching 
certificate from the Tennessee Agri-
cultural and Industrial State College in 
Nashville, which is now known as Ten-
nessee State University. She excelled in 
music and was a member of the Sigma 
Phi Psi Club sorority.

While there, she met her first 
husband, Kurtys Lemont Clay, who 
also was active in college, serving as 
editor-in-chief of the staff newspaper, 
president of the Debate Club and a 
cheerleader.

Her second husband is one that 
people in Paris remember – Edward 
Hubbard, who worked for the Hawkins 
Cab Company’s cab stand on East 
Blythe Street. Oma Bass remembered, 
“There were several cab stands in Paris 
when we were all kids and he drove a 
cab. In those days, a lot of us kids rode 
cabs to get where we needed to go.”

Laura Maye gave private music and 
art lessons in her home at 215 Church 
Street, just a block away from Quinn 

Chapel AME where she belonged and 
also just a block away from the Henry 
County Training School.

Oma Bass was one of her private 
pupils, along with Clara Travis and 
Sharon Hagler Travis.

“She had a room set up and we 
would go to her house. I took private 
lessons for years. She taught opera and 
that’s what I sang,” Oma said, noting 
that the opera lessons that Laura Maye 
taught her stayed with her for decades. 
Oma even sang opera selections for 
former Governor Ned McWherter at 
a Paris Civic League event at the Paris 
Landing Inn.

Nellie (Warren) Bass also remem-
bers that Laura Maye taught her pri-
vate music lessons, for a while. “She 
realized I couldn’t really be taught. I 
don’t read music. I feel it.” Bass has 
been the organist for Quinn Chapel 
AME for many years.

“I remember that she would tell me 
to open my mouth and sing,” Nellie 
said. “I remember she told me, ‘You’re 
really good. You hear the music and 

LAURA 
MAYE 

HUBBARD
An Everlasting Inspiration

BY SHANNON MCFARLIN



you get yourself to play it later’ and 
that’s exactly how I do. I hear the 
music in my head and go over and over 
it in my mind and then sit down at the 
piano to work it out.”

Nellie remembered Laura Maye 
trying to teach her “Moonlight Sonata” 
at the piano. “She kept playing it over 
and over, but I could never do it like 
she did.”

Laura Maye was in charge of the 
Henry County Training School’s 
Glee Club, and both Nellie and Oma 
remembered that they wore green and 
white robes at performances. “She 
was involved in a lot at the school. She 
really believed in teaching and wanted 
to help everyone,” Oma said.

In 1952, Laura Maye began feeling 
ill and the prognosis was a dire one, 
especially at that time. She was ill with 
cancer and was confined to her home.

Both Oma and Nellie remember 
that they and other students went to 
visit her at her Church Street home in 
her final months. 

“She was always in bed,” Oma said, 
“but she still looked pretty. We would 
go and visit with her and tell her about 
our day.”

Nellie recalled that even though 
she was ill, Laura Maye was still en-
couraging to her. “She really inspired 
me. Even though she was sick and in 
bed, she would tell me, ‘Nellie, you 
keep playing. You are a natural. You 
keep playing.’”

Anyone who has been fortunate 
to attend a church service at Quinn 

Chapel knows that that’s exactly what 
Nellie Bass has continued to do, play-
ing the piano and singing her heart out.

Laura Maye Hubbard died Febru-
ary 5, 1953, at the age of 41. She was 
attended to by the Woodson Mortuary 
on Williams Street in Paris.

The program for the 32nd annual 
Commencement at the Henry County 
Training School was dedicated to Lau-
ra Maye Hubbard, and Oma Bass still 
has the program.

Commencement was held May 22, 
1953, at the Central High Auditorium in 
Paris, and Laura Maye’s photo was on 
the front of the program. The motto of 
the Class of 1953 was an apt one, “They 
Can Who Think They Can.” A quintet 
composed of Dale Atkins, Doris Hamp-
ton, June Hartsfield, Charles Lewis, 
and Nellie (Warren) Bass joined their 
voices together to sing “Danny Boy.”

Laura Maye Hubbard is buried in 
Maplewood Cemetery. 
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Henry County Training School 32nd annual commencement program 
dedicated to the late Laura Maye Hubbard. She left behind a legacy of 
music students who still remember her kindness and inspiration.

ATA YOUR LONG-TERM ACCOUNTING PARTNER
• Tax Return Preparation 
• Strategic Tax Planning 
• Payroll & Bookkeeping
• IRS Representation
• Estate & Gift Tax Planning
• Sales Tax Returns
• Business Valuations
• Audit & Assurance Consulting
• Wealth Management
• Retirement PlanThird Party

Administration

165 Peppers Drive • Paris, TN 38342 • 731.642.0771 • atacpa.net 
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PUZZLE
SOLVE

PUZZLE ON
PAGE 32

2982 Harvey Bowden Road
Paris, TN 38242 • 731-644-9500
Winery: Monday - Saturday 10am-6pm / Sunday 12pm-6pm
Bistro: Thursday - Saturday 4pm-8pm

A Taste of Italy with Tennessee Hospitality
31+ Types of Locally Grown Wine to Try & Buy

DAILY WINE TASTINGS • Only 7 Miles South of Downtown Paris

2601 E. Wood Street • Paris • 642-1252

LA
KEWAY

Captured 
Moments 

A Photography Show
— 10 CATEGORIES —

MARCH 17-APRIL 12
W. G. RHEA PUBLIC LIBRARY
400 W Washington Street  | Paris, TN

Sponsored by Dr. Danny and Martha Jo Kimberlin
Produced by Paris-Henry County Arts Council

For more information, visit www.phcarts.com

•••  ALSO COMING UP •••
3rd ANNUAL YOUNG ARTIST SHOWCASE

February 17 – March 15
34th ANNUAL ARTIST SHOWCASE  

April 14 – May 10

507 W. WASHINGTON STREET
P.O. BOX 158  •  PARIS, TN  38242

Phone:  731-642-1441   Obit. Line:  731-644-2896 
www.mcevoyfuneralhome.com

ACROSS	 DOWN
3.	 ECONNEXT	 1. 	 PLANETARIUM
6.	 BAMBOO	 2.	 VEGAS
8. 	 THRIVE	 4. 	 CROUCHS
9. 	 COLORS	 5. 	 HOT CORN
10. 	 WRQR	 7. 	 STEINWAY
11. 	 MOMENTS	 8. 	 TRAINING
14. 	 HAITI	 12. 	 OCEAN
15. 	 PARTY	 13. 	 MILLER
16. 	 GOLDEN	 14. 	 HUBBARD
17. 	 LANKFORD	 15. 	 PEARL
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The Paris Athena Delphian Club 
members are very persistent. 
And that has paid off – twice 
– for the music lovers of Paris, 
Tennessee.

For 25 years, the club members 
raised the funds to buy a Steinway 
Grand B piano for the Krider Perform-
ing Arts Center (KPAC). They’re are 
expensive, but they’re the best. And 
when the Steinway needed restoration, 
the Athena Delphian members were 
there again.

The newly-restored Steinway 
was welcomed back to the Krider in 
mid-October and it was welcomed 
back in the best way, with local pianists 
Peggy Williams and Rhonda Stanton 
playing a recital for members of the 
Athena Delphian Club. Williams for 

years was a local music teacher and 
Stanton is the current general manager 
at KPAC. Both are also local church 
pianists.

Peggy Williams has a long history 
with the Steinway piano. She was one 
of the three people who personally 
selected the piano for KPAC over 18 
years ago.

Williams, along with former Pa-
risian Allison Nelson Loebbaka and 
Williams’ son David, picked out just 
the right piano for KPAC at Steinway 
Hall in New York City. Allison Loeb-
baka’s first husband was Harry Neal 
and together they formed the famous 
Nelson and Neal musical team which 
toured the world in the 1950s and 
1960s. David Williams is a musical 
virtuoso himself and is a professional 

pipe organist in New York City.
Peggy was privileged to relive the 

hard work – and fun, to be truthful – 
that she, her son, and Allison had so 
many years ago when they moved from 
piano to piano in the showroom, trying 
out each one, getting the feel and hear-
ing the magical sounds coming from 
each and agreeing on which one would 
be the absolute best for KPAC.

Peggy recounted for the members 
– many of whom were not members 
when the club bought the piano – the 
story of how the Steinway was se-
lected. She was the first to tickle the 
ivories when it was brought to KPAC 
18 years ago and she was the first to 
play for the Athena Delphians during 
the mini-recital performed by her and 
Stanton.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

HOW GRAND!
BY SHANNON MCFARLIN
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Over the years, the Steinway was 
not stored in the best manner at 
KPAC.Play props were stored on it 
and the proper temperature was not 
maintained. It was time for the original 
sound and beauty of the KPAC Stein-
way to be restored.

The esteemed Memphis compa-
ny, Amro Music, was contacted and 
for months they worked to bring the 
piano back to life. Stanton reveled in 
a presentation for the members the 
different stages of the restoration and 
how the Steinway was reassembled by 
Amro technicians back at the Krider.

Stanton showed how the piano has 
now been outfitted with a damp chaser 
system inside of it which will moderate 
the humidity.

With Stanton’s knowledge and love 
of music, the Steinway will be handled 
with care and stored in a proper place 
within the Krider Center.

Stanton thanked members of the 
Athena Delphian Club for the Steinway 
– and the seats in the Krider auditorium 
which the club also paid for. 

“What a glorious gift this was to 
Paris,” she said.

 

Pete Piskos, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
331 Jim Adams Drive, Suite C • Paris, TN 38242
731-642-4164

Ashli Newcomb, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
1205 East Wood St., Suite A • Paris, TN 38242
731-642-8424

Brian G Tusa, CFP®
Financial Advisor
101 East Wood St. • Paris, TN 38242
731-644-1466

Matt Spellings
Financial Advisor
810 East Wood St., Suite B  • Paris, TN 38242 
731-642-1942

Peggy Williams, left, and Rhonda Stanton, right, welcome the Steinway grand piano back to 
the Krider Performing Arts Center.
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DR. MIKE E. NEAL

MEDICINE • SURGERY
GROOMING • BOARDING
1201 E. Wood Street • Paris, TN

642-2263
parisvetclinic@yahoo.com

PARIS
VETERINARY CLINIC

With competitive rates and personal 
service, it’s no wonder more drivers 
trust State Farm®.  
Like a good neighbor, State 
Farm is there.®
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

1001143.1   State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

1507 East Wood Street • Paris, TN
731-642-0515
www.landmarkrealtytn.com

LARRY MILLER
(731) 336-3434

GERALD YOUNG
(731) 697-2951

BRIDES-TO-BE
Register your gift list with us!

112 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
PARIS, TN

731.407.9400
DEBRA PERKINS, Owner
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The north side of the court 
square in Downtown Paris has 
been buzzing with activity, 
thanks to three new business-
es that have opened: the Paris 

Christian Book Store, The Toggery at 
Bo & Co. and the Golden Cypress.

Each are unique stores with 
creative and energetic owners and 
managers and are already making their 
marks in our downtown. Each have 
located in historic buildings, thus help-
ing to preserve the historic footprint of 
downtown Paris.

Paris Christian Book Store is owned 
by Adam and Jennifer Barker, with 
Bonnie Carson as manager. Bonnie, 
who is familiar to many from work-
ing at the former Promise Land Book 
Store, and she is a major draws for the 
public, according to Adam. Their build-
ing is located at 118 W. Washington 
Street, which was best known as the 
location of Fry’s Drugs for many years.

The Toggery at Bo & Co. is an ele-
gant women’s and men’s clothing store 
and is co-owned by the mother-daugh-

ter team of Katie and Eliza Griffey. 
They also have a major draw for their 
customers – Charles Hopkins, known 
by all who love him as “Mr. Charles.” 
Hopkins and his wife, Edna, were the 
owners for many years of The Toggery, 
which at 100 years old, is Paris’ oldest 
business. They are located at 112 W. 
Washington Street, which was home 
to the National Store and even before 
that, was the home of Timmons and 
Gray clothing store.

The Golden Cypress, which sells an 
eclectic mix of art, homemade jewelry, 
handmade gifts, glass art and more in 
a creative, colorful atmosphere. It is 
owned and operated by Taylor and Kit-
ty Carter and is located at 118 E. Wash-
ington Street, which was the home of 
Perry’s Dry Goods Store which was 
sandwiched in between Paris Hard-
ware and Dixie Billiards for years.

PARIS CHRISTIAN STORE
When the Promise Land Bookstore 

closed, people in Paris definitely felt 
a void. Lana Clifton had previously 

worked at Promise Land, and when she 
began working in the ad department 
at The Paris Post-Intelligencer, people 
were always telling her how much they 
missed having a Christian bookstore 
in town. Adam was the advertising 
manager at the newspaper and said the 
more he overheard people’s comments, 
the more intrigued he became.

Adam said, “After several months 
of steady prayer, thought and research, 
we decided to open the Paris Christian 
Bookstore. Ever since that time, we 
have had nothing but an outpouring 
of love and support from not only the 
Paris and Henry County community, 
but surrounding communities as well.”

Adam noted that people definitely 
remember Bonnie Carson from the 
Promise Land “and we have sort of 
used her as our ‘mascot’ as she has 
been the face people have seen on 
social media…She’s a huge asset to our 
business as she knows the business and 
a large number of our customer base.”

The store has a large selection of Bi-
bles, Bible accessories, Christian living 

DREAM. WORK. THRIVE.
BY SHANNON MCFARLIN

AROUND OUR TOWN
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Sonny and Heather Melton

and study resources, church supplies, 
Christian fiction, children’s books, and 
even used books. The store also carries 
a wide variety of gift items, Southern 
Gospel and contemporary Christian 
music, bereavement gifts, greeting 
cards and more. They also offer free 
gift-wrapping, imprinting names on 
Bibles and layaway.

Adam said the store wants to ex-
pand its selection of Bibles, gifts and 
jewelry lines. “As we progress, we will 
be adding new inventory. Also, with 
the change of seasons, new items will 
be available.” Adam can also special 
order items at no additional cost and 
no upfront deposit.

He said, “We want to have a warm, 
loving atmosphere where people can 
feel comfortable talking about God 
and Christianity. We have laughed 
with people, cried with them, and even 
prayed with them. We want them to 
feel like they are a part of our family.”

 
THE TOGGERY AT BO & CO. BOUTIQUE

The Toggery is the oldest business 
in Paris, having begun operation over 
100 years ago. Until recently, it had 
operated at the same location since its 
inception at 120 W. Washington Street, 
but now continues as part of the new 
business, The Toggery at Bo & Co. 
Boutique, just a few doors down at 112 
W. Washington.  

The Hopkins had been seeking a 
new owner for The Toggery for some 
time, and Eliza and Katie Griffey came 
along at just the right time with a plan 

for a new boutique. Will Mr. Charles 
retire? Not likely. He can still be found 
in the store, waiting on customers, 
finding just the right suit for young and 
old and making arrangements for alter-
ations and tuxedo rentals.

The new boutique carries on the 
tradition for elegance that The Tog-
gery inspired all those decades but 
now offers both well-styled men’s and 
women’s fashions along with accesso-
ries from ties to socks to handbags and 
more. The store continues to offer the 
features that made The Toggery stand 

out from the rest, with personalized 
suit fittings and alterations.

How did they decide on the name 
for the store? Well, there are a lot of 
people named Bo in the family.

Eliza Griffey said, “The Toggery has 
been such a staple in our community, 
we wanted to incorporate and contin-
ue the name in the store to keep the 
same tradition alive. We decided on Bo 
& Co. because we wanted something 
gender neutral to sell both men’s and 
women’s clothes, and the “Bo” por-
tion is named after my grandfather 

Leading people to faith and growth in Christ

Sunday School: 9 a.m.   |   Worship Serivce: 10:15 a.m.

Above: Adam Barker, far right, and his wife, Jennifer, with scissors, had a large crowd attend-
ing their Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting. Next to Jennifer, Bonnie Carson looks on.
Previous page: Colorful flags fly outside The Toggery at Bo & Co. clothing store.
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(my mom’s dad) Bo Carothers, and 
my father, Bo Griffey. We also have a 
number of Bo’s both on our extended 
Carothers side.”

She said the response since its 
opening and during the Christmas hol-
idays “has been better than we could 
have ever imagined. We are so thankful 
for the warm welcome and hope our 
store is a place for everyone in the 
community to cherish.”

Opening the store was something 
Katie and Eliza discussed for a few 
years, and they said the timing was 
finally just right. Katie comes by it nat-
urally, with her mother, Sue Carothers, 
owning and operating Higgs and Mat-
thews in downtown Paris for 20 years. 

Plus, their grandmother and 
mother-in-law Carolyn Griffey oper-
ated a home furnishings business, The 
Gallery, in Paris and continues with her 

interior design business. “Mom and I 
definitely both grew up in retail and 
have big shoes to fill,” Eliza said.

Having Mr. Charles on board is 
a definite bonus, they said. He’ll be 
working a couple days a week “teach-
ing us everything he knows,” Eliza said. 
“He has been such a help.”

The Griffeys said they have plans to 
add new brand lines while maintaining 
the traditional charm of The Toggery.

THE GOLDEN CYPRESS
You may feel like you’re entering a 

different world when you walk into the 
Golden Cypress. Both Taylor and Kitty 
Carter are artists and have had a dream 
for a long time of having a space to be 
creative and sell their homemade art 
and crafts to the public.

The Carters describe The Golden 
Cypress as an artist-owned gallery-style 

gift shop. They said their goal for some 
time has been to keep working at their 
art and “let God direct us to where 
we needed to be. When we moved to 
Tennessee, we knew that we needed to 
find an outlet in town to feature what 
we have already been doing for years 
and downtown seemed perfect.”

Originally from Columbus, Georgia, 
the Carters have done a lot of traveling 
to shows and meeting talented peo-
ple along the way. When they opened 
their own store, they wanted to carry 
their own work and the work of special 
artists who have helped them.

When they opened The Golden 
Cypress, people from the community 
saw their handmade items and started 
bringing their own handiwork in to be 
featured and sold in the store.

They said there currently are 30 dif-
ferent artists’ works sold in the store. 
They also teach art classes at the store 
and have started a Junior Rockhound 
group.  

They worked on a biodynamic farm 
in Georgia and built a tiny house on 
wheels and set out to find land in Ten-
nessee. Taylor said, “Our realtor sug-
gested we look into ‘artsy’ Paris. While 
working in a crystal shop in Nashville, 
they kept their eye on Paris and when 
they discovered the space downtown 
had opened up, “we jumped in with 
both feet”, he said.

As the Carters have painted on the 
sign that hangs outside their door, 
“Bienvenue nous voila!” (Welcome, 
here we are!).

The Golden Cypress is an artist-owned gallery and gift shop on E. Washington Street..

Need A New Heating & Cooling System?
Finance it through the Paris Board of Public Utilities 

at 6% no money down, 10-year payback, and 
no prepayment penalty for early payoff of loan.

For more information on this offer, 
call Barry Flood at (731) 642-1322, ext. 159.

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES
117 E. Washington Street | P.O. Box 460 | Paris, Tennessee 38242

Office: (731) 642-1322
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1116 VOLUNTEER DRIVE  • PARIS, TN  • 731-642-5699 or 731-642-6909
WALK-INS WELCOME  •  MONDAY-FRIDAY: 7 AM - 5 PM  •  SATURDAY 8 AM - 12 PM

Emergency Services for our customers provided 24/7/365 days a year!

LARGE/SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE & SURGERY
— Over 60 Years of Experience —

State-of-the-Art Laboratory Equipment
Grooming & Boarding

Fluoroscopy • Orthopedic Sx • Spine/Disc Sx • I-Therm • Large Animal Tilt Table 
Bovine Embryo Transfer • Large & Small Animal Artificial Insemination • Vet-Stem

Ultrasound • Dentistry • Radiology • Internal Medicine
Wellness Programs • Senior Care • Private Cremation

We pledge and 
guarantee that 

we will always do 
our very best 

to serve and to
 provide your pet 

with the care 
they deserve.

Voted Favorite Veterinary Clinic & 
Favorite Veterinarian Dr. Chuck Lyons

14THANNUAL 2018
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FACES & PLACES

It’s a good time to curl up with our 
Winter Issue of PARIS! Magazine.

Find your copy at one of these locations:
Coast To Coast Window Tinting

Edward Jones • Foundation Bank
Henry County Medical Center

Moody Realty
West Tennessee Bone & Joint

Joe and Liz Hansen enjoy one of the entries 
at the “Hot Time in the Ol’ Town Tonight” 
First Annual Chili Cook-Off at First United 
Methodist Church. Proceeds benefit the 
Kenya Mission.

Paris FFA members Caroline Gurton and Britian Hutson pose 
with a few bags of sweet potatoes that the local FFA contributed 
to Second Harvest Food Bank. A total 315 pounds was donated.

Charles Wilson is greeted at open house for the Downtown Festival of Trees 
by Tommy Wimberley and Chamber Director Travis McLeese. 

Chili, anyone? Henry County High School 
student Seth Bucy prepares carry-out 
lunches at the Patriot Band’s annual chili 
supper fundraiser.

During the 50th Annual County Officials 
Association of Tennessee Convention, 
Henry County Clerk Donna Craig (right) was 
named the Outstanding County Clerk of 
the Year. Country music star Pam Tillis (left) 
presented the award.
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Carlton Gerrell is sworn in to his third term as 
Paris City Mayor by City Finance Director Traci 
Shannon. Jackie Jones (left) was elected the 
city’s first female Vice Mayor.

Montgomery Co. Sheriff John Fuson honors Henry County Sheriff Monte Belew and Cpl. 
Stacey Bostwick and his K9 Rowdy for their capture of fugitive Kirby Wallace after a lengthy 
manhunt. The presentation was made at the November Henry County commission meeting.

Henry County High School Patriots Coach 
James Counce Jr. faces media from all over 
the state at Nissan Stadium prior to the 
Class 5A state final game.

Susan Stewart (right) was named Volunteer 
of the Year and the W.G. Rhea Library was 
named Volunteer Site of the year at the 
Chamber”s annual Volunteer Luncheon. 
Friends of the Library Board Chairperson 
Susan Pemberton (left) accepted the award 
for the library.

Keri Daugherty was honored as a 2018 
Achiever of the Year at the Goodwill 
Industries of Middle Tennessee Impact 
Luncheon in Nashville.  
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Facebook can be a good thing in 
the modern age. Its platform 
is the perfect place to catch up 
with friends, view cat videos, 
and share selfies. But for one 

Nevada couple, Facebook was their 
last resort to locate a very special 
Paris resident.

ANONYMOUS DONOR
Recently, WZTV Fox 17 News in 

Nashville posted on their Facebook 
page a photograph of a quilt and an 
appeal to find the person who sewed 
the creation. Seeking this person was 
a Las Vegas couple, Dave and Maris-
sa Bliss, who survived the Route 91 
Harvest Festival mass shooting — the 
same incident that claimed the life of 
Big Sandy native Sonny Melton as he 
shielded his wife, Dr. Heather Melton, 
from harm.

The search started when David and 
Marissa received an unexpected box at 
their home. Both were puzzled since 
neither had ordered anything for de-
livery. The box had no return address 

nor postmark, but on the inside was a 
gorgeous, brightly colored, handmade 
quilt. They were instantly filled with 
awe that someone would reach out in 
love and send them the quilt. Their 
quest to express their gratitude began 
with little more than the sewn patches 
on the back that read “With Love from 

a neighbor in Paris, Tennessee 2017 
and “Vegas Strong #quiltsforvegas.”

After their own futile search to con-
tact someone in Paris for assistance, 
the Blisses reached out to their friend, 
television news reporter Kathleen 
Jacobs. In the aftermath of the Route 
91 tragedy, Jacobs covered several 
news stories about the incident and its 
victims, including Dave and Marissa. 
They located Jacobs at her new assign-
ment in Nashville and asked for her 
help. In an on-air news story, Jacobs 
told the tale of the mystery quilt, then 
the station went one step farther.

Because Paris is part of its viewing 
market, the station posted the quilt 
photos and the following message on 
Facebook: “PLEASE SHARE: Do you 
know who made this quilt? A Las Vegas 
couple who survived the Route 91 shoot-
ing was sent this special blanket from a 
Paris, TN address, and now they want 
to thank them for the kind gift!” And 
shared it was! 

Many Facebook users in Paris 
recognized the unique handiwork and 

Dave and Marissa Bliss

BY KAREN GEARY

FEATURE
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contacted local quilter, Judith Putnam. 
She acknowledged on the station’s 
post that she made the quilt as part of 
an appeal from the Las Vegas Modern 
Quilt Guild and the Vegas Strong Resil-
iency Center. The Guild’s goal was to 
give a quilt to every victim, but because 
of the large number of casualties, the 
Guild came up short. A lottery system 
was used to select quilt recipients, 
which included the Blisses.

“I sent the quilt to Las Vegas be-
cause I wanted to do something. The 
‘something’ I can do when I hear of a 
natural disaster, or sadly, a mass shoot-
ing, is send a quilt.” said Putnam. “If 
my quilt can ease someone’s pain, then 
I consider that the very least I can do.”

Putnam is a member of the local 
Q.U.I.L.T. (Quilters United In Lasting 
Tradition) Guild that meets at the Civ-
ic Center. The group has been known 
to donate their sewing creations to 
many local causes. 

“I am just one of the many car-
ing people who do wonderful things 
anonymously in our community and 
beyond,” she said. “Our quilt group has 
made quilts for newborns and pediat-
ric patients at HCMC and Le Bonheur 
Hospital, chemo patients, veterans, 
and the Darkhorse Lodge.

The news station put Putnam in 
touch with the Blisses and they devel-
oped an instant bond. “I don’t usually 
find out what happens to the quilts I 
send off. I am so glad that Dave and 
Marissa found me. They are amazing 
people. I’m glad my quilt made its way 
to them,” Putnam said.

“It’s a wonderful, wonderful thing,” 
Dave said. “It has brought so much joy 
to our lives. It really brings comfort to 
my wife.” Marissa agreed and added, 
“The blanket is on our bed; I sleep un-
der it every night. I can’t sleep without 
it since I received it. I am so grateful 
to Judith.”

Dave, a former firefighter, now 
suffers multiple cancers and chronic 
heart problems due to fallen debris 
exposure at the Twin Towers site 
following the 9/11 attacks in New York 
City. He worked three weeks at the 
site as a recovery team member. Yet, 
he remains a cheerful, positive individ-
ual who has been married to Marissa 
for three years. “My life, it’s been 

good. I wouldn’t change it a bit,” Dave 
said. “I would do it all over again with 
no regrets.”

When the shooting began on the 
Las Vegas strip, Dave found protection 
for his wife and pushed her over a wall 
to safety. Trained as a first responder, 
he turned to lend aid to others. The 
tragedy has left lingering effects on 
the couple, but both feel the quilt has 
brought them peace.

GRATEFUL RECEIVER
Another receiver of a Vegas Strong 

quilt was Heather Melton. As the world 
learned of Sonny Melton’s heroism, 
another woman learned the need for 
quilts, and like Putnam, she began to 
stitch. Melton’s quilt box contained 
the name of its creator — Erika Bea, 
quilt designer and blogger.

On Erika’s blog (quiltwithlove.
com), she wrote about the quilt she 
made: “I loved working on this project. 

I know sometimes it can feel over-
whelming to try and do something 
good when there is just so much 
sadness in the world. One quilt is just 
a drop in the bucket, hardly a way to 
combat all the terrible things that 
happen. But to one person, I hope this 
quilt will make a really big difference.” 
And that it did!

“I am very honored and blessed to 
have received such an amazing quilt 
from a complete stranger.  A true labor 
of love,” said Melton. “The creator 
made it with the intention to provide 
comfort in a time of grief...what a gift. 
Acts of kindness like this are remind-
ers that love always wins.”

Stitched in love, received with 
gratitude, these two special quilts will 
forever provide a sense of warmth to 
the body and soul of these random-
ly-selected individuals. And in this 
case, the full circle of human kindness 
began and ended in Paris, Tennessee. 

The colorful Vegas Strong 
quilt destined for Heather 
Melton is shown after it 
was pieced.
Photo © Erika Bea 
quiltwithlove.com



BEKAH ANN
WIMBERLEY

AGE 3
She knows love

is “down in
her heart,

yes, 
down in her 

heart”
…plus

little babies.

AEYDEN RITTER
AGE 4

Yes, Aeyden, Mom will
always be your first love.

Give her a big hug!

EDEN
HAMLIN

AGE 2
Your answer is

“purr-fect”
and your mom

will love
your answer.

CRUZ BERTEAU
AGE 3

Good Answer!
Love is happy and 

there’s nothing more 
happy than a

new box of crayons!

EMMA
STUBBLEFIELD

AGE 3
Emma, you 

nailed it, girl!
God loves you,

too.

FEATURE

Preschoolers define one of 
life’s greatest mysteries
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Philosophers have pondered it for centuries, and fools 
have squandered it since the beginning of time. For 
hundreds of years, musicians have written scores of 
tunes and lyrics about it. Poets have tried to capture 
it in words to no avail. But for the preschoolers at 

the Paris First United Methodist Church’s Mothers Day Out 
Program, they know just what love is! And for them, love can 
be pretty simple.

PARIS! Magazine thought its readers might enjoy reading 
the two, three, and four year olds responses to the age-old 
question: “What is love?” 

Many thanks to Jennifer Cronin, children’s coordinator, 
and teachers, Tina Bucy and Jamie Mann, for their help with 
gathering the little ones for their interview. Sorry kids, your 
parents will probably remind you of these magazine answers 
when you become a teenager.
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CONNER SIPES
AGE 3

It’s any color you want!

DORIAN MORGAN
AGE 2

Got to love the honesty!

EMERIE & ELLIANA TUDOR
AGE 3

Ahh…Sisterly love is the best for these twins.
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The year was 2004, and of the 
handful of kids in Future 
Problem Solvers’ after-school 
program at Paris Elementary, 
Nathan Hart was perhaps the 

only child who knew how he wanted to 
put his special skills to work. “I wanted 
to help people in developing coun-
tries” he explained with a smile. And 
he was serious.

As Hart grew and his plan took 
shape, his dad, Barry Hart, saw he had 
a knack for math and for problem 
solving and suggested that he major in 
economics in college. After research-
ing the options, he pursued a degree 
in Economics from the University 
of Tennessee at Martin. “I originally 
thought I’d finish there quickly and do 
the masters/PhD route, doing research, 
but God had other plans.”

During his senior year, Hart felt 
God calling him to Haiti. A person of 
great faith, he worked to save money 
and completed his master’s degree in 
Economics from American University. 
“I did my academic research on Haiti 
and other developing countries. For 
my thesis, I studied whether education 
actually leads to greater wealth in an 
environment with a poor development 
record, and if there are lesser returns 
of wealth for girls and for rural citizens 
because of their gender and physical 
proximity,” he said.

Two weeks after graduation in early 
January 2018, he boarded a plane and 

flew 700 miles southeast of Miami to 
the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere. “But it was also a coun-
try of great possibilities where I could 
use my background and education to 
unlock the potential in others and em-
power them to succeed,” he said.

Hart had connected with an orga-
nization called Respire Haiti, whose 
mission is to encourage, educate and 
empower restaveks (child slaves), 
orphans, and vulnerable children on 
Bellevue Mountain, in Gressier, Haiti. 

“At home in Paris, my teachers were 
passionate about education,” he said. 
Hart’s mom, Ronda is a retired PES 
teacher and father, Barry, is a minister, 
so “even as a naïve kid, I could see that 
education was an important conduit 
for success. Throughout the world, 
education is the most tried and true 
method of achieving financial indepen-
dence,” he explained.

ON THE MOUNTAIN
Envision a mountain-top buzzing 

with 550 students in an 18-classroom 
campus where educators teach kin-
dergarten through 9th grade, three 
specialized classes, two special educa-
tion classes, one alternative class for 
older students and one “Jump Start” 
class for children who haven’t attend-
ed school. Children get an education, 
basic medical and dental care, books, 
uniforms and supplies, and meals. 
“While I started teaching mathemat-

ics my second day on campus, when 
it came to economic development, I 
tried to listen first” he said, empha-
sizing that individuals “need to learn 
before they try to save the day.” 

For three months he taught math-
ematics to seventh through ninth 
graders. “I was involved in the tennis 
program, chess and managed Respire 
Café, but wanted to take time to serve 
the community first and learn Haitian 
Creole.” These days, the Parisian fits 
right in on Bellevue Mountain, but his 
role has changed.

“Eventually, I started to combine 
my research with what I was doing on 
the ground; that’s when things started 
to advance on the economic devel-
opment side, but it was important to 
learn first.” 

MICROLOANS
Although Hart still works with 

children, his days are now spent 
finding opportunities for microloans 
(small loans at no interest) and 
economic development tours (EDTs), 
both of which can have a great impact 
on the lives of individuals and even-
tually on the country, which Hart 
described as “mostly informal for 
around 90% of the labor market.” 
One of his favorite examples in ex-
tending microcredit is Jacque.

“Jacque was unemployed, but want-
ed to work,” said Hart. “He told me his 
story, and we combined a need with a 

A Catalyst for 
Economic Development in Haiti
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solution. The need was for vegetables 
to become more readily available on 
the mountain, because the market is so 
far away. My simple idea was to solve 
the proximity problem through Jacque. 
Hart gave the man a microloan to start 
this business. “That loan was really an 
organic process,” he said.

Hart made a commitment to his 
new friend’s success, which included 
lessons in basic math, unit cost, pric-
ing, and ongoing business counseling. 
So far, in five months, almost $2,000 
in microloans has been extended. 
Econnext, Hart’s economic develop-
ment firm, has also made a loan to a 
soapstone potter, Laratte. With these 
funds, the artist was able to buy new 
equipment, tools, tables, and chairs. 
This loan synergized with another 
project of Hart’s, economic develop-
ment tours (EDTs).

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TOURS
EDTs are a job creation initiative 

where a package of unique, cultural 
experiences with demonstrations for 
groups simultaneously creates sub-
stantial influxes of money into the 
artisans’ pockets. 

“Spending money and generating 
positive economic activity is just as 
important, if not more so, as serving. 
There’s a place for both,” said Hart, 
who developed interactive visits where 
guests get to know Laratte while 
carving their own pieces. The tour also 
includes a stop where travelers learn 
to make Haitian coffee from Rozita. At 
Carline’s Café, they enjoy a cool glass 
of the proprietor’s famous cherry juice 
and learn the process of how it’s made. 

To put things in perspective, Hart 
noted that $5 a day might be a decent 
wage in Haiti for jobs that require a for-
mal college education. “I chose to dou-
ble that amount to each demonstrator 
for their 30-45 minutes of work – some-
times there are up to 15 people doing 
demonstrations. Higher-wage jobs are 
created for translators and drivers. On 
top of that, I buy every good we con-
sume, so there is an influx of customers 
on top of the wages,” he said.

The Haitian people are a very proud 
and hard-working people, according 
to Hart. “They want to be able to 
offer something of value, a product 
and an experience and do business. 

That’s why the EDTs are so unique; it’s 
economists, policymakers and other 
institutions should be approaching 
development. That was the vision. Un-
fortunately, the ‘aid machine’ can hurt 
the economy more than it helps.” Be-
cause EDTs can be replicated through 
microloans and working with artisans 
on fine-tuning unique presentations, it 
opens new doors for the entire coun-
try as well. That’s where Hart’s next 
project comes in.

ECONNEXT
Today, in addition to his school 

activities, developing microloans, 
economic development tours, and ad-
vising, managing, and consulting with 
small businesses, Hart is fine-tuning his 
economic development firm, Econnext. 

A collaboration with shareholder, 
Respire Haiti, Econnext will better 
position his successful programs to 
spread from the city of Gressier to the 
rest of Haiti. Boasting powerful ini-
tiatives and growth plans for the next 
three years, this is good news for Haiti, 
and great news for some of Respire 
Haiti’s brightest students. “In three 
years, I would love to have students 
who I’m working with become integral 

parts of Econnext’s operations in Haiti. 
As we start trying to replicate what 
we’ve done on the mountain, they can 
be on the frontlines, assuming larger, 
more important roles.”

BRINGING IT HOME
It’s interesting to note that thanks 

to Econnext, Laratte’s soapstone pot-
tery is now available at Sweet Jordan’s 
Coffee Co. in Paris, a stone’s throw 
from the school where Hart was in 
the Future Problem Solvers program. 
Soon, Rozita’s coffee will be available 
locally, as well, offering a bit of Haiti to 
Parisians.

FINAL SAY
If Hart’s 10-year-old self could 

have seen into the future, he would 
have been thrilled by this work and 
the ensuing plans, but what does Hart 
have to say about his extraordinary, 
new path? “From the very beginning, 
God had a big vision for this; I’m 
just thankful to be the person on the 
ground doing it.”

Hart may be contacted at nathan-
bhart@gmail.com, (731) 336-3516, on 
Facebook, or by mail at 507 Walnut St, 
Paris, TN 38242.

Above: Nathan Hart poses with his ninth grade math class in Gressier, Haiti.

Previous page (left): Nathan, wearing his University of Tennessee shirt, has made one of the 
village boys a Volunteer fan, too.
Previous page (right): Hart’s economic development firm made a loan to a soapstone potter, 
Laratte. With these funds, the artist was able to purchase new equipment. 
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A COUPLE OF TRAVELERS

Winter stargazing is 
phenomenal. The stars 
appear to shine more 
brightly in winter, 
thanks to snow and mud 

that trap dust particles, which makes 
the starlight more visible. The draw-
back is, it’s freezing cold outside, so 
John and I have found another way to 
get our celestial fix during the coldest 
time of year.

The Golden Pond Planetarium and 
Observatory is the perfect place to 
spend a winter afternoon and enjoy a 
couple of enlightening shows about 
the heavens. Just an hour from Paris, 
it is located inside the Welcome Cen-
ter at the North End of Land Between 
the Lakes. 

The planetarium offers a 360-de-
gree experience with surround-sound 

under a 40-foot domed theater. As 
ardent fans of whatever is happening 
in the sky, it’s no surprise that our 
favorite show is “Tonight’s Sky Live.” 
Compared to some of the other shows, 
this feature is sedate, however, it 
offers compelling information about 
the planets, constellations and special 
events that are happening in real time. 

For example, the Quadrantid mete-
or shower takes place the first week of 
January, and you can bet that the plan-
etarium’s knowledgeable staff will be 
sharing this event with the audience. 

Speaking of meteors, “Firefall” is 
an excellent planetarium presentation 
that explores the characteristics of 
meteor showers. John is from Hous-
ton County, where a huge meteor 
landed millions of years ago, creating 
an eight-mile-wide, 2,000-foot deep 

crater. Perhaps that’s why he likes the 
“Firefall” show so much. This film also 
does a great job describing comets 
and asteroids and even future meteor 
impact predictions…yikes! 

As a person who often stands on 
the threshold of her open front door 
to watch Mother Nature at her worst, 
it’s no surprise that “Wildest Weather 
in the Solar System” is my favorite 
planetarium show. This National Geo-
graphic presentation captivates even 
the surliest teenagers as they board an 
imaginary space ship to help locate the 
planet with the wildest weather in the 
solar system. Spoiler alert, this is no 
easy task.

Of course, there are plenty more 
options, including “Laser Legends of 
the Night Sky,” “Earth, Moon & Sun, 
“Back to the Moon for Good,” and 

BY JOHN NICHOLS & SUSAN JONES

Too often, travelers forget about extraordinary attractions that are just down the road. 
We hope this series encourages readers to visit some nearby jewels.
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another one of my favorites, “From 
Earth to the Universe.” Showtimes and 
prices are available online or by calling 
the planetarium. The Two Travelers 
suggest making your own double-fea-
ture by catching two presentations in 
one visit.

The Golden Pond Planetarium is 
always a double treat for us because 
it is located inside the Land Between 
the Lakes Welcome Center. While 
waiting for our showtime, we enjoy 
perusing the storyboards that trace 
the history of LBL and its inhabitants 
who resided between Kentucky and 
Barkley Lakes. 

From indigenous peoples and the 
bison who roamed the prairies, to 
pioneers to the Civil War and more, 
there’s always something new to dis-
cover at the Welcome Center. 

Need one more reason to visit? 
There’s also a top-notch gift shop at 
the Welcome Center chock full of 
interesting items for kiddos or adults. 
Golden Pond Planetarium, the Wel-
come Center and gift shop are man-
aged by the Friends of Land Between 
the Lakes, so while you’re there, show 

your support for this 700,000-acre 
playground in your own backyard by 
becoming a Friend of LBL. 

The Golden Pond Planetarium is 

located at 238 Visitor Center Drive, 
Golden Pond, KY. For more informa-
tion, call 270-924-2233 or visit online at 
www.landbetweenthelakes.us.

1025B MINERAL WELLS AVE.
PARIS, TN

731-407-7220
Locally Owned & Operated

GREAT CHAIN ALTERNATIVE!
FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE!

WE ACCEPT PRESCRIPTIONS IN 
PERSON, BY PHONE AND ONLINE

• CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU •
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 AM - 6 PM

SATURDAY 9 AM - 1 PM / CLOSED SUNDAY

STEPHANIE J. WARDLAW, D.V.D.
Specializing in Small Animal Medicine and Surgery

2701 East Wood Street  •  Paris, TN  •  731-644-9933
Celebrating the

Importance of Pets!

Before the shows, enjoy the Golden Pond Planetarium and Observatory’s storyboards that 
trace the history of the LBL. There are activities for children during special events.
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WHEN BULLETS FLEW

Henry County is called the 
“Volunteer County of the 
Volunteer State” due to our 
small county providing over 
2,500 volunteers during the 

Civil War. 
As you will see, John Alexander 

Hamilton Lankford was a good exam-
ple of what it means to be a volunteer. 
He was a resident of Paris whose long 
life included the honorable character-
istics and social commitments which 
distinguished his ancestry, two gen-
erations of which had their home in 
Tennessee.  

EARLY YEARS
Alexander Lankford was born in 

Carroll County on October 25, 1842. 
His father was Henry Lankford, born 
in East Tennessee in 1800, and his 
grandfather was Tommy Lankford, 
born near Guilford, NC. The found-
er of the family in America was his 
great-grandfather, a native of Ireland 
but of Scottish ancestry, who came to 
America in about 1735.

His grandfather, Tommy Lankford 
migrated west and settled in what is 
now east Tennessee. During the War 
of Independence, he raised a company 
of rangers and, as their captain, led 
them in the battle of Kings Mountain. 
From east Tennessee, he brought his 

family to Houston County and spent 
the rest of his days on the banks of 
White Oak Creek. 

Alexander’s father, Henry Lankford 
moved with his new wife, Sarah Ham-
ilton, to a spot just east of McKenzie 
and cleared a space in the wilderness 
to build a cabin close to the present 
Shiloh Church. He built a house of 
poles with a stick and mud chimney 
and a dirt floor. It was in that humble 
home that Alexander Lankford was 
born in 1842.  

Henry later moved his family to 
Henry County in 1852, just a mile 
and a half outside of Paris. Alexander 
attended rural schools as opportunity 
offered and began working on the 
family farm. 

THE CIVIL WAR
At the beginning of the war, eigh-

teen-year-old Alexander, or “Alex” as 
they called him, enlisted in Company 
I of the 5th Tennessee Infantry on 
the lawn of the Henry County Court-
house on May 20, 1861. Possibly at 
his parent’s insistence, he had a local 
photographer take his photo the next 
day. This photo was most certainly a 
comfort to his parents and four sisters 
during his long absence. He had anoth-
er photo taken in uniform during the 
war in 1864.

Southern soldiers had enlisted for 
one year, but in the spring of 1862 the 
Confederate government conscripted 
all men then in ranks to serve for the 
duration of the war. Many of Lank-
ford’s comrades, disagreeing with this 
ruling from Richmond, deserted and 
headed home. Lankford, however, 
remained in the ranks and fought with 
great distinction throughout the war.

On one occasion, ammunition was 
almost depleted and Lankford volun-
teered to make the dangerous run for 
more. He declined to leave his rifle 
saying, “I don’t want to be shot in the 
back unarmed.” While his comrades 
covered him, Lankford raced up the 
slope. Enemy fire tore up the ground 
around his feet. He reached the works 
safely, but thoroughly exhausted. 

After a brief rest, Lankford ran 
back from the breastworks laden with 
several ammunition haversacks. His 
progress was hampered by his heavy 
load and the bullets flew thick around 
him but he reached his comrades un-
harmed. The officer that was in charge 
said this was one of the bravest deeds 
he’d witnessed throughout the war.

Among the many engagements in 
which he participated are the follow-
ing: New Madrid, Shiloh, Perryville, 
Missionary Ridge, the battle of Dalton 
and all the engagements against Sher-

BY LARRY RAY
As part of his quest to help save our forgotten and often ignored history for future generations, Larry Ray is compiling articles detailing the history of some 

local families during the Civil War. This is the thirty sixth in the series. Previous articles can be read online in the archives of MyParisMagazine.com.

CORPORAL 
ALEXANDER
LANKFORD

A True Volunteer of the 
Volunteer State
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JAMIE ORR
Financial Advisor

849 Volunteer Drive, Suite 7  |  Paris, Tennessee  38242  |  731-642-0003
Financial Network, LLC

Member FINRA/SIPC

man’s army from Dalton to Atlanta. 
He also fought in Jonesboro, where he 
was seriously wounded. At Nashville 
he was captured in December 1864 
and taken to Camp Chase in Ohio as a 
prisoner of war. 

He was later taken to another 
prison where he was paroled at the end 
of the war. After a long walk of nearly 
1,500 miles, he arrived home on May 
21,1865, just four years and one day 
from the time he had gone out as a 
fresh volunteer. 

AFTER THE WAR
Alex returned home, married Lucy 

Jernigan, and fathered three daughters. 
They took up the quiet pursuits of the 
old homestead until 1888 when they 
moved to Paris and bought a home on 
Dunlap Street, and in 1891 built their 
final home on the same street. He 
invested in city property and over time 
became a wealthy landowner and was 
elected County Property Assessor.

GROVE LABORATORIES
Lankford was a founding member 

of the Paris Medicine Company, which 
was the forerunner of Grove Labora-
tories. He served as vice-president and 
was an original member of the board 
of directors along with O.C. Barton, 
Fred Seeley, General J.D.C. Atkins, 
and E.W. Grove. A photo of these men 
shows Alex and General Atkins proud-
ly wearing their “Southern Cross of 
Honor” medals. 

DEATH AND LEGACY
Lankford donated much of his 

wealth to build the current First 
United Presbyterian Church of Paris. 
Although Mr. Lankford worked hard 
for his church, he died two years be-
fore the cornerstone was laid in 1916. 
But before his death, he knew that the 
building was assured. 

The existing stain glass window in 
the church, entitled “The Good Shep-
herd,” was dedicated to the memory of 
Alex and Lucy Lankford. They are both 
buried in Maplewood Cemetery. 

Alex Lankford died on January 7, 
1914. Part of his will reads, “I leave to 
my grandson, Eugene Hamilton Rison 
my Southern Cross of Honor, with 
the charge that he keep the same and 
transmit it to my descendants as a 
memento.”

Larry Ray is a past Executive Director of the 
Paris-Henry County Chamber of Commerce and 
Economic Development. He has had a life long 
interest in the Civil War.

PARIS MEDICINE COMPANY’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS (left to right), standing: O.C. Barton 
and Fred Seeley. Sitting: General J.D.C. Atkins, E.W. Grove, and Alex Lankford.



IN THE GARDEN

Winter. Hard to get real 
excited about garden-
ing when the ground is 
frozen and the skies are 
gray. 

Not to fear, the Trivial Gardener is 
here once again to fill your cranium 
with garden nuggets that are both 
fascinating and factual. (No fake news 
here!) So sit back and enjoy a little light 
reading while you’re waiting for the 
spring flowers to take bloom.

• First, let’s start with a few plant 
records. (Feel free to insert your own 
drumroll where you deem appropriate.) 
The award for the tallest tree goes to…
the Coast Redwood (Sequoia sem-
pervirens). While commonly able to 
grow to heights over 300 feet, one in 
California attained the record height of 
379 feet. 

• The award for the fastest growing 
woody plant goes to…Bamboo. Under 
the right conditions, bamboo can grow 
almost 3 feet per day. Bamboo also gets 
a nod as being the tallest member of 
the grass family with some varieties 
reaching a whopping 130 feet. 

• And next, the award for the plant 
having the smallest seeds goes to…the 
orchid. One gram of orchid seeds can 
contain as many as 1.25 million po-
tential new plants. It’s a wonder they 
haven’t taken over the world by now. 
The legend award goes to those plants 
whose origins date back millennia 
but are somehow still bringing rays of 
sunshine to our lives (kind of like Betty 
White). 

• The legend award this year 
actually goes to two well-deserving 
candidates, the Ginkgo and the Dawn 
Redwood. Both species have been 
found in fossil records from over 250 
million years ago. 

And finally, the award for the plant 
having the largest flower goes to…the 
Titan Arum. This giant tropical holds 
the world record in flower height at a 
whopping 10 feet 2.25 inches. Unfortu-
nately, the Titan Arum also holds the 
record for being the smelliest flower 
and not in a good sense. Its pungent 
aroma is compared to that of rotting 
meat, giving the Arum its second 
name, The Corpse Flower.

Enough of the extremes already. 
How about just some good old 
“not-so-useful” but “still-interest-
ing-as-heck” facts.

• There are more than 50 million 
acres of turfgrass in the United States. 
Lawnmower salesmen everywhere 
rejoice!

• An area of turf measuring just 50 
feet x 50 feet can release enough oxy-
gen daily to meet the needs of a family 
of 4 for 24 hours. For families of five or 
more, you might want to wander over 
to the neighbor’s yard.

• During the 1600’s, tulips were 
so valuable in Holland that the bulbs 
were actually worth more than gold. 
This eventually caused the crash of the 
Dutch economy.

• Ever wonder where the pineapple 
got its name? Blame it on some crazy 
European explorers who thought the 
fruit looked like a pinecone with the 
flesh of an apple. Some of their other 
naming attempts failed to catch on, 
such as the “rock phlegm” now known 
as the oyster and the “pointy cat” now 
known as the porcupine.
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BY JOHN WATKINS



• If you cut a notch in the side of a 
tree, it will remain the same distance 
from the ground even as the tree con-
tinues to grow upwards. Just take my 
word on this one folks. No need to go 
around hacking up perfectly innocent 
trees to test the theory.

• The first plant patent goes to 
a Mr. James Markham who, in 1932, 
became the proud owner of a notable 
peach tree.

• Oak trees can take as many as 20-
30 years to mature enough to produce 
acorns. I’m sure there’s a lesson in 
there somewhere for us humans.

• The phrase “knock on wood” 
actually came from primitive pagans 
who used to tap or knock on trees 
to summon protective spirits whom 
they believed resided in them. Shortly 
thereafter, the first “Knock, Knock” 
joke was invented.

• The head of a sunflower may 
look like one large flower but is ac-
tually composed of hundreds of tiny 
flowers called florets which eventually 
ripen to be chewed and spit out by 
leagues of baseball players around the 
world.

• 85% of all plant life is found in the 
ocean. I think the other 15% moved 
to Arizona because of the humidity.

• Of the roughly 391,000 species of 
plants in the world, about 70,000 are 
utilized for medicine and more than 
80,000 species are considered edible. 
(Of the 74,267 species I’ve tried, I can only 
recommend about 14 and I found those to 
need a little salt).

The world around us is full of 
wonder and every landscape is full of 
amazement. Me, I’m just full of it.  
Happy Gardening!

John Watkins is the grounds director at Discovery 
Park of America and resides in Henry County.

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Weed Control & Fertilization
Aeration, Seeding, 
Mosquito, Grub, Flea &Tick Control

MIKE TURNER
mike@trugreentn.com

MICHAEL TURNER
michael@turnerslandscaping.com

1690 Highway 79 S
Paris, Tennessee 38242
(731) 642-5500
Toll Free (800) 464-0171
www.trugreen.com

CHARTER #4226
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PARIS
INSURANCE AGENCY

203 W. WOOD STREET • PARIS, TN
731-642-0673 • FAX 731-642-0101
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PARIS CUISINE

If you can’t take the heat, get out 
of the kitchen.” While this phrase is 
rarely referring to an actual kitchen or 
a literal rise in temperature, it has its 
basis in fact. 

Cooking makes things hot, includ-
ing the spaces surrounding its activity. 
During winter, that’s not a bad thing. 
With this issue’s recipes, you don’t 
have to be anywhere near the kitch-
en to feel the burn. These dishes are 
packing heat in another sense. Thanks 
to fresh peppers, dried chilies and 
other seasonings, they’re full of flavor 
and spice. 

Some like it hot; they get a kick out 
of a little singe. Testing the limits of 
what our tongues can take has actually 
gotten pretty popular. Just look at the 

hot sauce market. With names like 
Wild Fire, Devil’s Tongue and Sudden 
Death, some brands make no attempt 
to hide the pain their ingestion will 
cause, and yet, people buy them. 

Other people find zero pleasure 
in the discomfort that can come with 
super spicy foods and choose to keep 
their plates and palates on the mild 
side. No matter what camp you fall 
into, you can adjust any recipe to be 
less fiery by reducing (or leaving out) 
its blaze-bringing ingredients. 

Whatever you do, don’t shy away 
from these dishes. Intense and in-
tensely satisfying, they’ll warm you 
from the inside out, and their tastes 
are worth the risk of a little heartburn 
– that’s what antacids are for. 

BUFFALO CHICKEN EGG ROLLS
I first made my Buffalo Chicken Egg Rolls a few years ago when we had some leftover buffalo chicken in the fridge, a common occurrence because 
my family and I love the dish. We had some buffalo chicken sandwiches for dinner, and I figured I’d use the leftover chicken to make myself lunch the 
next day. I realized I was out of buns. But I did have some egg roll wrappers, some cheese and a packet to make Ranch dressing. I really just threw it all 
together. I loved it, so i made it again for my husband and kids. It was a hit. The combo of the crunch, the spice and the gooey cheese is great. You can 
make it less spicy if you want, using a milder buffalo sauce. But in our house, we usually make things hotter. My husband likes super-spicy food, so we 
even kick it up some. You can add chopped jalapeños, substitute pepper jack for the mozzarella and use a real fiery sauce.

INGREDIENTS:
1 package egg roll wrappers
1.5 pounds boneless skinless chicken breasts
Sweet Baby Rays Buffalo Sauce
1 cup mozzarella (more if you like it cheesy)
1 package dry ranch dressing mix
Peanut oil for frying
Buttermilk ranch dressing (for dipping)

INSTRUCTION:
Boil chicken until tender and easily shredded. Shred chicken and add to a medium bowl, add mozzarella cheese and half of the dry 
ranch packet, then add enough buffalo sauce to coat well. Add about a tablespoon of chicken mixture to middle of an egg roll wrap-
per. Dip the edge of a paper towel in water and go around all edges of the wrapper, then fold it like an envelope. Either deep fry at 350 
degrees for a couple minutes until they are nicely browned and crisp, or fry in a couple of inches of oil in a cast iron skillet, turning to 
brown all sides. Serve with buttermilk ranch dressing for dipping.

HOT CORN

INGREDIENTS:
3 7-ounce cans white shoe peg corn, 
drained
1 8-ounce package cream cheese, 
softened
1 stick butter, melted
Salt and pepper, to taste
Jalapeno peppers, sliced

INSTRUCTION:
Mix all ingredients together. Pour into a 
casserole dish and bake at 375 degrees 
for 25 minutes or until heated through. 
The more jalapenos you add, the hotter 
the dish is. Also, topped with shredded 
cheese is delish.
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www.whiteand associates.net
200 W. Washington Street

Paris, TN
642-5132

White & Associates
I N S U R A N C E

AUTO • HOME • LIFE •  BUSINESS • HE ALTH • GROUP

 
IN-STORE JEWELRY REPAIR

— Service with Quality & Experience —
New & Pre-Owned Jewelry • Gold & Silver• Watches

WE BUY SCRAP GOLD!
114 N. MARKET STREET • PARIS, TN 38242 • (731) 642-0881

HENRY COUNTY MONUMENT WORKS
Designers and Builders of Monuments, Statuary and Mausoleums

1203 Dunlap Street • Paris, TN 38242 • (731) 642-2885
Located next to Maplewood Cemetery  • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Needlework • Decorating & Limited Editions
Memorabilia • Family Photos • Puzzles

2333C Lakeway Circle, Suite 3
Paris, TN 38242  •  731.644.9314

Frame Makers, Inc.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING
OWNER: JOANN REAVES

Serving Paris & Henry County Since 1984

SOUTHWEST BREAKFAST CASSEROLE

INGREDIENTS:
1 package hot Italian sausage, casings removed
½ sweet onion, minced
1 green bell pepper, minced
2 cans Rotel, undrained
8 fajita size flour tortillas, torn into pieces
2 cups shredded colby jack cheese or cheddar
6 eggs, beaten
1 ½ cups milk
1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoonful garlic powder
¼ - ½ teaspoonful cayenne pepper, optional

INSTRUCTION:
Cook sausage, pepper and onion in a skillet, breaking sausage into small crumbles 
and cook until vegetables are soft and sausage is cooked through. Drain fat if needed. 
Return sausage mixture to pan and add Rotel. Reduce heat to medium-low and cook 
until the liquid has been reduced, about 10 minutes. Remove from heat. Whisk together 
the eggs, milk and seasonings until combined. In a 9×13-inch dish layer half the tortilla 
pieces to cover the bottom. Top with half the sausage mixture then half the cheese, 
and repeat layers one more time. Pour egg mixture over the entire casserole. Cover 
and refrigerate overnight. The next morning, preheat oven to 375 degrees and remove 
casserole from the refrigerator. Bake covered for 25 minutes, then remove foil and bake 
an additional 5 to 10 minutes, until cooked through and bubbling around edges.

SAM’S SALSA

INGREDIENTS:
2 14.5-ounce cans petite diced 

tomatoes, drained
1 16-ounce jar sliced jalapeños, drained
1 tablespoon minced garlic
¼ cup lemon juice
1 large onion, quartered
Salt and pepper, to taste

INSTRUCTION:
Place all ingredients into a blender and 
blend to desired consistency. Serve 
with chips and enjoy. Cook’s note: If you 
want a thicker salsa you can add a can 
of tomato paste.
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JUST FOR FUN
ACROSS
3.	 Nathan Hart’s economic development firm. 
6.	 Fastest growing woody plant
8.	 DREAM. WORK. ________ . 
9.	 Preschooler Cruz Berteau thinks “Love is ________ .” 
10.	 New radio station for Helping Hand
11.	 Captured ________ : A Photography Show
14.	 700 miles southeast of Miami, Florida
15.	 You never knew who would be listening 
	 on the ________ line. 
16.	 New store on court square: The ________ Cypress 
17.	 Founding member of the Paris Medicine Company

DOWN
1.	 Best place to see the stars in the winter. 
2.	 #quiltsfor________ . 
4.	 They operated the Whitlock Telephone Office. 
5.	 One hot side dish:  ________  ________
7.	 Type of piano at KPAC
8.	 Henry County ________ School
12.	 85% of all plant life is found in the ________ . 
13.	 Real estate agent at Landmark Realty. 
14.	 She taught voice and piano lessons. 
15.	 Type of necklace featured at Moon’s Jewelry & Repair
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DINING GUIDE

ACE’S RESTAURANT*
1516 East Wood Street, 731-644-0558

ANN & DAVE’S 
2613 East Wood Street, 731-641-1334

B & D’S *
125 Cypress Road, Buchanan, 731-232-8300

BIG ED’S BURRITO
1055 Mineral Wells Ave., 731-404-4000

BLUES LANDING RESTAURANT *
130 Tate Dr., Buchanan, 731-407-4926

CARMACKS FISH BARN
2165 Highway 140 N, Cottage Grove 
731-782-3518

EL ANTOJO MEXICAN GRILL *
105 S. Brewer Street, 731-924-4111

EL VALLARTA MEXICAN RESTAURANT *
1113 Mineral Wells Avenue, 731-642-3626

EL VAQUERO MEXICAN RESTAURANT *
600 Spruce Street, 731-641-0404

EAGLE’S NEST MARINA * (seasonal)
500 Eagle Nest Road, Buchanan, 731-642-6192

4-WAY GRILL
6121 E. Antioch Road, Springville, 731-641-0100

GOLDEN DRAGON CHINESE RESTAURANT
114 West Washington Street, 731-644-3288

HONG KONG CHINESE RESTAURANT *
1021 Mineral Wells Avenue, 731-644-1810

HUDDLE HOUSE
1502 East Wood Street, 731-644-1515

KENNY'S MEAT MARKET
Highway 79 South, 731-644-1123

LAIRD’S BBQ
77 W. Main Street, Puryear, 731-247-3060 

MEO MIO'S SPORTSMAN GRILL *
14275 Hwy. 79N, Buchanan, 731-924-5060

MISO JAPANESE RESTAURANT*
915 Mineral Wells Avenue 
731-704-6030 / 731-407-6029

MOUSTOS PASTA-GRILL (Opening Soon)
1305 East Wood

OAK TREE GRILL (seasonal)
785 Buchanan Resort Road, Springville, 
731-642-2828 

OISHII JAPANESE HIBACHI 
STEAKHOUSE *
1055 Mineral Wells Avenue, 731-642-7778

THE OLIVE PIT *
905 Mineral Wells Avenue, 731-642-5030

PARIS LANDING STATE PARK INN *
400 Lodge Road, 731-642-4311

PRATER’S TATERS
1055 Mineral Wells Avenue, 731-642-7224

SOUTHSIDE CAFE
1875 Highway 69 S, 731-407-4694 

SPANKY'S COUNTRY KITCHEN
9505 Hwy 641N, Puryear, 731-247-5527

STEAK ’N SHAKE
1036 Mineral Wells Avenue, 731-407-7341

TAKE ME BACK CAFE
302 West Wood Street, 731-642-1952

THE BREAKERS MARINA & GRILL * 
(seasonal) 
526 Shamrock Road, Buchanan, 731-232-8299 

THE FRESH MARKET RESTAURANT *
2255 East Wood Street, 731-644-1900

T-N-T PIZZA
14244 Hwy. 79 N., Buchanan, 731-642-2246

TOM’S PIZZA & STEAK HOUSE
2501 East Wood Street, 731-642-8842

TROLINGER’S BBQ
2305 East Wood Street, 731-642-8667

UNCLE BILLY’S DOWNTOWN EATERY
200 S Market Street, 731-407-9277

WOODY’S HAND-TOSSED PIZZA *
849 Volunteer Drive, Suite 10, 731-641-2222 

YODER'S COUNTRY STORE
75 Anderson Rd, (731) 644-7535

There’s no shortage of delicious local dining in our area 
Please peruse our restaurant guide and drop in for a meal. *Beer and/or other alcohol available.

Six Screens
H H H

Latest Releases

InfoLine:
642-7171

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN

PARIS CIVIC CENTER
Cutting Edge Fitness Equipment

Indoor Pool
Walking Track

Certified Personal Trainer

650 Volunteer Drive, Paris
www.parisciviccenter.org
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Whether you’re buying or selling, finding 
the right home for you and your family 
can be a challenge. That’s why it helps to have 
someone who knows the market and 
every step of the home-buying process.
Moody Realty has been helping people 
become proud homeowners since 1956. 
Put our expertise and experience to 
work for you.

TOMMY MOODY 
Principal Broker 

731-336-5842 
tommymoody@wk.net

BILLY FUCHS  
Realtor  

731-336-4116   
billyfuchs@wk.net  

BILL MOODY 
Broker 

731-336-8728 
billmoody@wk.net 

MARY ELLEN BLANTON 
Broker/Office Manager 

731-642-5093 
mblanton@wk.net 

WENDY CASEY 
Realtor 

773-744-8410 
wendycasey@wk.net 

RICK MOODY 
Broker 

731-336-9077  
rickmoody@wk.net  

CARRYE JACKSON 
Broker 

731-707-1590 
carryemoody@wk.net 

PATRICK ROSS 
Realtor 

731-415-0648 
spinnerbait75@yahoo.com 

TERI EDWARDS  
Realtor 

731-336-9100 
teriedwards@aeneas.net 

GINGER FORRESTER 
Realtor/Accounting Mgr 

731-642-5093 
tommymoody@wk.net 

JENNIFFER TOWNSEND  
Realtor/Staff
731-642-5093  

jtownsend@wk.net  

RUSTY FARMER 
Realtor 

731-336-9184  
rustyfarmer@wk.net  

JERRY GAYLORD  
Realtor 

731-336-1512    
jerrygaylord@wk.net 

DARIUS HASTINGS   
Realtor 

731-336-3255     
dhastings@wk.net

MARK JOHNSON   
Broker 

731-336-3702     
johnsonslogic@gmail.com

Buy or sell through us 
and use our van FREE!

410 TYSON AVENUE • PARIS, TN  38242 

731-642-5093
 info@moodyrealty.com • www.moodyrealty.com



There was a time when Henry Countians who were in need of a top-notch 
orthopedic specialist or physical therapist were forced to travel far from home. 
It was inconvenient and expensive.

In 2000, Dr. Blake Chandler became the fi rst Henry Countian to return home and 
begin practicing orthopedic surgery. In 2015, Dr. Kyle Stephens became the second. 
Soon, Dr. Chandler, Dr. Stephens and physical therapists Shannon Osbron and Ben 
Glover joined forces to become West Tennessee Bone and Joint Clinic and Physical 
Therapy-Paris. 

This joint eff ort from your hometown professionals brings new meaning to the 
familiar phrase, Be Local, Stay Local – excellent orthopedic and rehabilitation care.

BLAKE CHANDLER, 
M.D.

KYLE STEPHENS, 
D.O.

SHANNON OSBRON 
Physical Therapist

BEN GLOVER
Physical Therapist

For more information or to schedule a 
CLINIC APPOINTMENT:

1004 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, PARIS, TN
731-644-0474.

For more information or to schedule
PHYSICAL THERAPY: 

1006 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, PARIS, TN
731-407-4738


