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MOODY REALTY would like to express its appreciation to all who helped make 
the past year successful. We are celebrating our 69th year in business, 1956–2025. 
We thank everyone for your business and friendship through the years. We are truly 

blessed and thank you for the opportunity to serve you. 
We wish you and your family a warm and safe Holiday Season and a

Healthy and Prosperous New Year!
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Everybody celebrates the holidays in their own way. Some 
have a quiet day; others have big family galas, and then 
there’s this person with a gigantic Santa inflatible in the 
yard! Merry Christmas from all of us at PARIS! Magazine.

Now that the holiday season is 
upon us, I don’t want to miss a single 
twinkling moment!

Make the most of this magical 
time of year, starting with Around 
Our Town, which shines a light on 
the unique strengths that make 
every member of our community 
special and the willingness to help 
one another. 

If you’re ready to be amazed, Arts 
and Entertainment brings a little 
sparkle to your festivities with REZA’s 
Edge of Illusion, a show sure to leave 
your family wide-eyed and full of 
wonder. For those looking to plan 
their holiday adventures, the Calen-
dar of Events is packed with parades, 
performances, and plenty of Christ-
mas cheer.

Feeling festive at home? Home 
Sweet Home highlights the “Best Holi-
day Decor Trends of 2025”, perfect for 
transforming your space into a winter 
wonderland. And if you’re searching 
for the perfect present, In the Garden 
offers creative “Holiday Gifts for the 
Gardener” in your life as well as the 
Great Outdoors humorous take on 
your “Spousal Christmas List.”

Then, step inside the magic of the 
season with “Celebrate the Season at 
Paris Landing State Park,” where the 

lights, laughter, and local traditions 
come alive.

Hungry for something sweet? 
“Paris Cuisine” by River Byrd shares 
Wilma’s Sweet Christmas Legacy, 
a recipe story that’s as rich as the 
cookies themselves. Meanwhile, Rec-
ollections and Remember When take 
us back through cherished family 
memories and vintage Christmas 
photos — a perfect dose of nostalgia. 
To top that off, “Reminiscence” by 
Shannon McFarlin hits a sentimental 
note with “Our Sounds of Music”, cel-
ebrating Henry County’s numerous 
musicians from the past. 

And don’t miss our Spotlight on 
Sheila Wilson, who stitches memories 
into keepsake quilts — turning old 
T-shirts into treasured gifts that truly 
come from the heart.

Perfect for cozy reading by the 
tree or fireplace, grab a cup of cocoa, 
turn on your favorite carols, and 
enjoy this holiday issue of PARIS! 
Magazine.

Happy Holidays!

IT’S THE HOLIDAY SEASON!
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REMEMBER WHEN

FIRST IN LINE: Children and adults alike found it exciting to visit Santa in his little house on the courthouse square in Downtown Paris.

Circa 1966

Circa 1969

Memories From Christmases Past
Kindergarten pageant, 1949

We thank Pete Lackey for the use of his photo collection in this article. Through the years, he has accumulated photo nega-
tives and boxes of old photos, saving them for sake of local history. If you recognize yourself or family member, let us know on 
our Facebook page. 

ALL PHOTOS REQUIRE REPRODUCTION PERMISSION. 
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Work crews string Christmas decorations 
at the intersection of North Market and 
Washington Streets in 1963.

The Optimist Club Christmas trees sale was a great place to find the perfect one for your 
home. In the background is Motor Parts Company on 411 East Wood Street, circa 1969.

It’s hard to say what this little girl asked 
Santa to bring her for Christmas. It must 
have been a real doozy!

Choir members fill the Paris First United Methodist Church choir loft to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus with their annual Christmas cantata. 



All children love Christmas. 
I think it’s even more mag-
ical when there are several 
children to enjoy it with. 
But I do believe Grand-

daddy HT, Harvey Bowden, enjoyed 
it more than all us Parker children 
combined, especially if it snowed! 

HT would take all of the us kids 
out in the snow to hunt down a 
Christmas tree. We would pop corn 
and string it then decorate the tree 
all together. He was in his sixties in 
the 1970s and decades later was still 
chopping down trees every year to 
find the “perfect” one. 

He had a good eye for them. Each 
year his tree looked exactly the same 
as the year before. Not too tall, not too 

fat, but just right.  My older brother 
would say it  looked like a Charlie 
Brown Christmas tree, just to make 
us laugh. But it was much better than 
that. It almost touched the ceiling, but 
he always left room for an angel with 
wings to go up top. There was one 
more item always placed in the tree 
in my honor. Because I liked to climb 
everything as a child, even book-
shelves and hallway walls, Granddad-
dy HT would put an elf climbing in 
the tree that he named Jesse. 

HT would have us go into the attic 
and bring down an old solid wood 
table and bolt the four legs back on. 
We put three tables together end to 
end. But one table was round so HT 
cut a piece of plywood into a square 

shape to make it all fit and then cov-
ered them all with two or three table 
cloths. We had six Parkers and eight 
Bowdens at that table twice a year 
from the 1970s well into the 1990s, 
even more as the family grew. 

My youngest brother Sam was 
born in the 1980s so that made six 
Parker children. Billy and Anna 
Bowden would bring their two chil-
dren, Van and Christy. 

Van was like another brother to 
us Parkers and my sister Kathryn 
finally had another girl to visit with. 
Their grandparents, Jimmy and Ruby 
Bowden, would always attend. 

RE cooked a turkey and had so 
many other dishes that I can’t name 
them all. But I do remember the Hum-

RECOLLECTIONS

Bowden & Parker Family Christmas
In previous story installments, Jesse Parker has described his parents leaving California and 

returning to his father’s family farm in Henry County. The family lived in a basement house, built 
by his father and other relatives, on acreage near the present day shopping area on Highway 79.

By Jesse Parker, Jr.
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mingbird Cake. The first time I saw it, 
I was confused and asked Granddad-
dy, “Did she really use a humming-
bird in that cake?” Everyone laughed 
when he repeated loudly what I’d 
said. Then he teased my little sister. 
“Kathryn helped RE make that cake.” 

Kathryn smiled proudly. HT went 
on…“Kathryn put the eggs in, then 
Grandma took them out of the batter 
and cracked them for her!” Kat turned 
red and smacked HT on the shoulder 
lightly and said, “I did not!”  The entire 
family laughed again. 

As we grew into teenagers each of 
us children started buying or making 
presents for each other and for our 
parents, grandparents and cousins. 
The pile of wrapped gifts was huge af-
ter that and we began to see the true 
value of Christmas. It is not about 
receiving gifts. We learned there is 
much more joy in giving. I hope you 
and your family will remember and 
capture that feeling this holiday sea-
son. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and Christmas everyone!!

MyParisMagazine.com	 PARIS! For The Holidays 2025 7
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As the holidays approach, 
Paris Landing State Park 
offers a festive lineup of 
events for families, friends, 
and visitors of all ages. Nes-

tled along the scenic shores of Ken-
tucky Lake, the park and The Lodge 
at Paris Landing provide the perfect 
setting for making holiday memories. 
From craft fairs and holiday dinners 
to hikes and wildlife encounters, 
there’s something for everyone this 
season.

VENDOR FAIR – November 22 & 23, 9 AM – 6 PM
Kick off the holiday season with 

the Vendor Fair at The Lodge. Local 
artisans and vendors will showcase a 
variety of handmade goods, holiday 
décor, and unique gifts. Whether 
you’re searching for the perfect gift 
for a loved one or simply want to 
enjoy browsing local crafts, this fair is 
the place to be. Come early and enjoy 
a full day of shopping, treats, and 
holiday cheer.

THANKSGIVING DINNER – November 27
Celebrate Thanksgiving with a 

special feast at The Lodge. Indulge 
in a traditional Thanksgiving dinner 

featuring all the classic favorites, pre-
pared by our talented culinary team. 
Gather with family and friends in the 
warm and welcoming atmosphere of 
The Lodge and enjoy a holiday meal 
without the stress of cooking and 
cleanup.

DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING HIKE – 
November 28, 9:30 AM – 12 PM  at Camp 
Hazlewood

Burn off those holiday calories 
with the Day After Thanksgiving Hike 
at Camp Hazlewood. Guided by park 
rangers, this moderate hike is suit-
able for all ages and is a great way 

to explore the park’s natural beauty. 
Enjoy the crisp fall air, scenic trails, 
and a morning of outdoor adventure 
with family and friends. Don’t forget 
your hiking boots and water bottle!

SANTA NIGHT OF LIGHTS – December 11-14
Get into the holiday spirit at the 

Santa Night of Lights event. Guests 
of all ages can enjoy dazzling light 
displays and festive decorations. Cap-
ture memorable family photos, sip 
on seasonal treats, and embrace the 
magic of the season under the glow of 
sparkling lights. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER – DECEMBER 25, 1- 5 PM
Enjoy a festive Christmas feast at 

The Lodge. Our holiday dinner offers 
a menu of seasonal favorites, craft-
ed to delight every palate. Whether 
you’re celebrating with family, 
friends, or a special someone, The 
Lodge provides the perfect cozy set-
ting to enjoy good food, warm compa-
ny, and holiday cheer.

ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH – DECEMBER 31
Ring in the New Year with the 

Annual New Year’s Eve Bash at The 
Lodge. Celebrate 2026 in style with 

FEATURE

Warm yourself by the firepit at The Lodge 
while enjoying the scenery of Kentucky 
Lake.
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DJ Tom Evans, dancing, and a festive 
atmosphere. Guests will enjoy a night 
of entertainment, delicious food, and 
the perfect way to start the new year 
with friends and loved ones.

FIRST DAY HIKE – JANUARY 1
Kick off the New Year on the right 

foot with the First Day Hike at Paris 
Landing State Park. Join park rang-
ers and fellow nature enthusiasts 
for a guided hike through the park’s 
scenic trails. This annual tradition 

is a great way to start the year with 
fresh air, exercise, and a connection 
to nature. All ages and skill levels are 
welcome.

BIRDS OF PREY FEEDING – Every Saturday, 2 PM
Don’t miss the opportunity to see 

some of the park’s majestic birds 
of prey in action. Every Saturday, 
visitors can witness these incredible 
creatures during feeding time and 
learn fascinating facts from the park’s 
knowledgeable staff. This is a great 
activity for families, wildlife enthu-
siasts, and anyone curious about the 
natural world.

Paris Landing State Park and The 
Lodge invites guests to explore the 
full range of holiday and seasonal 
activities available. Be sure to check 
the park’s website and Facebook page 
for the latest updates, event details, 
and additional programs throughout 
the season.

Make this holiday season unforget-
table by celebrating at Paris Landing 
State Park, where nature, hospitality, 
and festive experiences come togeth-
er for memories that last a lifetime.

Indulge in a traditional Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meal with family and friends at 
The Lodge restaurant.

HAIR •  SKIN •  NAILS

www.NESTLEBEAUTYSCHOOL.COM

(731) 642.0792

NBS.PARIS.HOILDAYAD.qxp_Layout 1  10/10/25  1:52 
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As we unwrap the 2025 
holiday season, one thing is 
clear: festive decorating has 
never felt more personal, 
intentional, or artful. This 

year’s biggest design story isn’t about 
excess or minimalism — it’s about 
balance. 

Think vintage warmth meets mod-
ern polish, or nature’s palette with 
a glamorous twist. The new mood of 
holiday decorating is all about creat-
ing atmosphere — homes that glow, 
shimmer, and tell a story.

JEWEL TONES TAKE THE LEAD
Classic red and green are taking 

a graceful step back, making way 
for rich, romantic jewel tones. Think 
deep emerald, sapphire, and garnet, 
which feel luxurious yet grounded, 
especially when paired with antique 
gold or warm brass.

I call this palette “quiet opulence.” 
It’s moody without being dark — the 

kind of color story that looks right at 
home under candlelight. For a modern 
twist, mix in soft neutrals like mocha, 
olive, or champagne, which add depth 
without overwhelming the room.

NATURE, ELEVATED
This year, nature-inspired decor is 

less rustic and more refined. Picture 
handwoven garlands made from 
dried citrus and eucalyptus, elegant 
birch branches, and velvet ribbons 
tied around freshly cut greenery. The 
look celebrates imperfection, texture, 
and the serenity of the natural world. 
Your home should feel “collected”, not 
“constructed.”

THE RETURN OF MAXIMALIST MAGIC
Minimalism had its moment — but 

2025 invites us to layer, sparkle, and 
celebrate. Maximalism is back, but in 
an intentional, edited way. Oversized 
ornaments, cascading ribbon gar-
lands, and sculptural candleholders 

create drama without chaos. I suggest 
choosing one “statement element” — a 
bold wreath, a tiered centerpiece, or 
a dramatic tree topper — and building 
your decor around it. Balance is key: 
big gestures grounded by simplicity. 
It’s the art of going big gracefully.

RETRO REVIVAL
There’s something comforting 

about the past, and this season, 
nostalgia is back in style. Vintage-in-
spired ornaments, mercury glass, 
tinsel, and mid-century motifs are 
being rediscovered in fresh ways.

Picture a tree that feels straight 
out of a 1950s holiday card, but 
with a clean, modern edge. Metallic 
baubles, pastel ribbons, and heirloom 
figurines are making a comeback, 
often mixed with new designer 
pieces to create a “curated nostalgia” 
look. The best part? These pieces tell 
stories — sometimes literally, passed 
down through generations.

By Austin Hopper-Reed

HOME SWEET HOME
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THE PERSONAL TOUCH
Holiday decorating in 2025 is 

about heart as much as style. Custom-
ization is everywhere — from mono-
grammed stockings to hand-painted 
ornaments. Families are incorporat-
ing keepsakes and mementos, making 
decor deeply personal.

DIY is less about budget and more 
about creativity: handwritten gift 
tags, homemade advent calendars, 
or photos tucked into garlands. Each 
piece becomes part of your home’s 
story — a reflection of your people 
and your memories.

LAYERS OF LIGHT AND TEXTURE
Texture is the new luxury. Plush 

velvets, chunky knits, ribbed glass, 
and hammered metals add dimen-
sion and warmth. Mixing textures 
creates visual richness that feels 
inviting and tactile — even before the 
lights come on.

Speaking of light: smart illu-
mination is the quiet star of 2025. 
Programmable LED lights are re-
placing static bulbs, letting you shift 
from warm candlelight at dinner to 
sparkling brilliance for parties. You 

can find this technology ranging from 
Christmas light strands, to flameless 
taper candles.

GRAND ENTRANCES & OUTDOOR GLOW
Curb appeal counts — even in 

December. This year’s exteriors are 
going grand, with oversized wreaths, 
glowing arches, and draped garlands 
framing the front door. Indoors, 
staircases and mantels are getting the 
cinematic treatment too, layered with 
greenery, ribbon, and soft light. It’s 
not about excess; it’s about experi-
ence. Guests should feel the cele-
bration before they’ve even stepped 
inside.

Holiday decorating in 2025 is all 
about meaningful luxury — a mix of 
the tactile, the nostalgic, and the new. 
Homes are cozier, greener, and more 
personal than ever. Forget perfection. 
The most beautiful holiday spaces are 
the ones that feel alive — shimmering 
with light, layered with history, and 
filled with joy.

So this season, skip the trends that 
don’t speak to you and let your decor, 
quite literally, shine.

Will Jelks
CPA

LPL Financial Advisor

Abbey Waddey
LPL Operations 
Administrator

Michelle Conroy
AAMS, CKA

LPL Financial Advisor

Lisa French
LPL Operations 
Administrator

Beverly Neighbors
LPL Program Manager

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are 
offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. Commercial Bank & Trust and CBTC Investments are not registered as a broker-dealer or investment advisor. Registered representatives 
of LPL offer products and services using CBTC Investments, and may also be employees of Commercial Bank & Trust.  These products and services are being offered through LPL or 
its affiliates, which are separate entities from, and not affiliates of, Commercial Bank & Trust or CBTC Investments. Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:

Not Insured by FDIC or Any
Other Government Agency

Not Bank 
Guaranteed

Not Bank Deposits
 or Obligations May Lose Value

Local guidance you can count on.

cbtcinvest.com

(731) 641-9333

Picture a tree that feels straight out of 
a 1950s holiday card, but with a clean, 
modern edge.



Most people own at least 
one T-shirt. It’s a common 
staple in daily wardrobes 
and often commemorate 
special events like concert 

tours, destination spots, or charitable 
causes. But hiding in the bottom of 
a dresser, sometimes forgotten, are 
those shirts that are impossible to 
throw away; the ones that hold spe-
cial meaning to its wearer. 

For six years, Sheila Wilson of 
Springville has been lovingly fashion-
ing those keepsake shirts and giving 
them a new life in the form of a mem-
ory quilt. It all started when her old-
est granddaughter, Caroline Singleton, 
graduated high school. She wanted 
to get her a quilt made from all the 

shirts her granddaughter wore during 
her seven years of playing basketball 
in middle school and high school.

“I set up a time to meet with a lady 
about making the quilt. When she 
found out I had already cut the shirts 
out, she said she couldn’t make it.  Of 
course, I am devastated,” said Wilson. 
“I learned a lot about quilting from 
my mother, so I thought, ‘I can make 
that.’ I got onYouTube, found sewing 
instructions, and made the quilt 
myself. She and her mother had tears 
in their eyes when they first saw the 
quilt. It was priceless.”

But Wilson didn’t stop with the 
one quilt that year. “There were three 
girls who played ball with Caroline 
all through those years, so I wanted 

to give them a graduation gift, too. 
They were all good friends, so I asked 
their moms to get me their shirts and 
I made each a quilt, too. 

“Then, I had a nephew who was 
also graduating that year, and I de-
cided to make him one. You wouldn’t 
think a guy would care that much 
about a quilt, but he was so touched 
and loved it so that he used it as his 
bedspread throughout four years of 
college. He’s now in medical school 
and uses it on his bed there. When 
he comes home to visit his family, he 
brings the quilt and sleeps under it. 
This absolutely warms my heart.”

Her daughter Sheri posted photos 
of all the quilts on Facebook, word 
spread quickly about her mother’s 

By Karen Geary

Shelia Wilson’s first T-shirt quilt for 
granddaughter Caroline Singleton.

SPOTLIGHT
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handiwork, and Wilson started receiv-
ing phone calls from folks wanting 
their own quilts.

“I have to pace myself. I don’t take 
too many orders at one time. I usually 
have a couple of them in the works 
at one time.” Wilson has a quilt frame 
set up in her living room and can pro-
duce a queen-size topper that equals 
a full-size bedspread. It usually takes 
her 10 to 12 days to sew one quilt.

She estimates she has made 125 
quilts over six years. Last year, she 
made 29 coverings and 24 so far this 
year. “I love making the quilts. I’m the 
kind of person who has to be busy; 
it’s kind of like therapy for me.”

T-shirt quilts aren’t the only type 
of quilts Wilson makes. “I make 
‘grandfather quilts’, too. Folks bring 
me their grandpa’s old shirts – work 
shirts, office shirts, old flannel shirts – 
or shirts their father or husband had. 
They tell me how those items brought 
back such good memories of their 
loved one. I feel honored to preserve 
those feelings for them.”

And like most artisans, it’s not 
only about the art but the experience 
for Wilson. “I loved the feeling of 
watching the emotional reactions of 
mothers, daughters, and granddaugh-
ters when they see their quilt for the 
first time. When they cry tears of  
joy, I cry right along with them.” 

From simple pieces of cloth from 
bygone days, Sheila Wilson is stitch-
ing together the fabric of each special 
person’s life, one memory at a time.

Some of Shelia Wilson’s creations: An extra length quilt for grandson, Will Singletoon,
a grandpa quilt made for Rachel Brandon, and nephew Clay Durham relaxing under his
quilt that went to college with him. Wilson has sewn approximately 125 quilts in six years.
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From 0 to 100, in this case it’s 
not describing the accelera-
tion of a sports car or a quick 
change in someone’s emotional 
state. This describes the age 

range of patients Dr. Scott Whitby 
treats on a daily basis. 

For nearly three decades, Dr. Scott 
Whitby has cared for generations of 
families, sometimes literally. His path 
through medicine wasn’t conven-
tional, but it was intentional, guided 
by curiosity, compassion, and a 
belief that good medicine is as much 

about listening as it is about science. 
When asked about how it all began, 
Dr. Whitby smiles. “I was drawn to 
medicine because I loved science, but 
I also loved people,” he says. 

“Internal medicine was about 
adult health. Pediatrics was about 
children. I found the combined spe-
cialty, Med-Peds, and it just clicked.” 
The five-year Med-Peds program alter-
nated between internal medicine and 
pediatrics every six months, offering 
the best of both worlds. “It let me do 
what I wanted, take care of the whole 

family,” he says. “I’ve been doing that 
now for 30 years.”

Early in his career, Dr. Whitby 
approached medicine with scientific 
precision. “Everything was black and 
white,” he admits. “You had a prob-
lem, you followed the protocol, and 
you got a result.” But over time, he 
learned that real life doesn’t always 
fit the textbook. 

He tells the story of a 90-year-old 
woman suffering from hip pain. “By 
the book, surgery was the wrong 
answer. But she told me, ‘I can’t live 

A Physician’s Journey Through Medicine, Mentorship, and Meaning

HEALTHY IDEAS

“They keep me young, and honest,” says Dr. Scott Whitby. Third and fourth-year medical students from Lincoln Memorial University are 
a part of the Medical Student program at WTH-Henry County Hospital and they find a mentor in Dr. Whitby.

By Laura Davis
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like this.’ So, I called our orthopedist, 
and he operated. She’s now pain-free 
and happy.’ The textbook is the easy 
part. People are the hard part, and 
the best part.”

The third and fourth-year medical 
students who are a part of the Med-
ical Student program at WTH-Henry 
County Hospital find a mentor in Dr. 
Whitby who values honesty over 
perfection. “They keep me young, and 
honest,” he says. “You can’t fake an 
answer; they’ll call you on it. Every 
class is different, and I love that.” He 
still keeps in touch with many former 
students, including one who recently 
reached out from South Carolina. “We 
talked for two hours about her new 
job. I’ll keep up with her forever,” he 
says. “That’s the best part, watching 
them grow.”

Linda Burks is the Director of 
the Medical Student program at 
WTH-Henry County Hospital. She 
coordinates the education program 
that connects Lincoln Memorial 
University with WTH-Henry County 
Hospital, balancing academic rigor 
with a sense of belonging. 

“The curriculum for rotations is 
set by LMU,” she explains. “But the 
didactics-the lectures and discussions 
we hold here. I create and adjust 
each year to fit what works best.” Dr. 

Whitby leads lectures every Monday 
for the students.

Asked what lessons he hopes 
his students take away Dr. Whitby 
doesn’t hesitate. “Meet people where 
they are. Take their problems seri-
ously. And don’t be afraid to say, ‘I 
don’t know.’ Medicine isn’t about 
pretending to have all the answers, 
it’s about helping people as best you 
can, together.”

Few stories illustrate that philos-
ophy better than the day one of his 
students, Dylan, showed him a photo. 
“He told me, ‘This is you holding me 
the day I was born,’” 

Dr. Whitby recalls. “I was his doc-
tor at birth, and now he’s becoming 
a doctor himself.” It’s a moment that 
still humbles him. “There are prob-
ably only three pictures of me ever 
holding a baby in the nursery. That 
one came full circle.”

That wasn’t an isolated case. “Now 
I’m caring for the babies of my former 
patients,” he says. “I never imagined 
I’d see that. It’s happening all the 
time now.” He laughs, thinking of 
names and faces that have grown up 
under his care. “It’s wonderful. I knew 
someday it would happen, but I didn’t 
expect how emotional it would be.”

Despite his optimism, Dr. Whitby 
worries about the changing landscape 

of medicine. “The biggest challenge 
for the next generation is the inter-
net,” he says. “People used to come in 
saying, ‘My stomach hurts.’ Now they 
come in saying, ‘I have pancreatitis’ 
and they don’t. You spend half the 
visit un-teaching misinformation.” 

He also sees the rise of vaccine 
hesitancy as a serious threat. “Until 
people see diseases like polio again, 
they won’t realize the risk. I just hope 
it doesn’t take that to change minds.”

At 60, Dr. Whitby feels a peace he 
didn’t expect. “Technically, I could 
retire,” he says. “But I’m the best I’ve 
ever been at what I do. I love my 
patients, I love teaching, and I like 
who I am right now.” He credits that 
contentment to both professional 
growth and personal faith. 

“Music, faith, and reflection have 
given me new purpose. I used to 
think 17 was the best age, but I think 
60 is better.” “It’s good to be 60. I like 
who I am, what I do, and where I 
am.” For Dr. Whitby, the full circle of 
medicine isn’t just about longevity, 
it’s about legacy. 

From newborns to future physi-
cians, from textbook learning to life’s 
gray areas, his career is a testament 
to curiosity, compassion, and the 
courage to say, ‘I don’t know, but let’s 
figure it out together.’

Dr. Whitby was humbled to find out his current student was birthed by him years ago. “I was his doctor at birth, and now he’s becoming 
a doctor himself...That one came full circle. Now I’m caring for the babies of my former patients.”
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On Thursday, October 2, of 
this year, Tara Hargrove, 
owner of Southside Café 
was presented a Certificate 
of Special Recognition 

signed by Tennessee Governor Bill 
Lee in conjunction with National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month (NDEAM). 

This October marked the 80th 
anniversary of NDEAM, which is 
described by the U.S. Department of 
Labor as “an annual recognition of 
the positive impact of people with dis-
abilities in the American workforce.” 

A big part of that is celebrating the 
businesses who provide employment 
for individuals with disabilities. Since 
this past July, Southside Cafe has 
been the workplace of Kyle Stanton, a 
2024 graduate of Henry County High 
School. Kyle is thriving in a positive 
and supportive work environment.

But let me back up a bit and pro-
vide a unique perspective on Kyle’s 
journey to employment at Southside 
Cafe – that of his mother. Somewhere 

between 15 and 18 months, Kyle 
stopped much of the baby chatter we 
had grown to love. Other behaviors 
changed, and several developmental 
milestones came quite later than 
anticipated. Over time, we grew to un-
derstand that Kyle has ASD (Autism 
Spectrum Disorder) which created 
difficulties in learning, coordination, 
and overall strength. Thankfully, 
shortly after Kyle’s fifth birthday, his 
language began to re-emerge.

Kyle’s years at Lakewood School 
and HCHS were mostly quite happy. 
A good balance was struck between 
the expectation of learning and the 
accommodations needed for his 
peace and success. Some good friends 
helped him navigate the challenges of 
adolescence, and then suddenly, we 
had a graduate. What do we do now? 
Enter the TRC. 

The Community Services Unit 
(CSU) at the Tennessee Rehabilitation 
Center in Paris is part of the State of 
Tennessee Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services. They help assess abilities 

and interests, they help their clients to 
gain work skills and experience, and 
they help prepare their clients to nav-
igate a world where being different is 
hard. Another function of the TRC is 
reaching out to potential employers 
to create employment inroads for an 
individual with a disability. Perhaps 
we should take the focus off of the 
“dis” when referring to ability, and say 
individuals with differing abilities. 

Indeed, Kyle has many strengths. 
We are thankful for a cheerful, empa-
thetic, “will-do” kind of a guy. He likes 
to communicate with other people, 
has a good sense of humor, and likes 
to be helpful. As mom, however, wor-
ries about the “can not’s” often loom 
larger than the hopes of the “can’s.” 
Again, the TRC worked as an objec-
tive and positive force in developing 
those “cans” into marketable skills. 

Through one-on-one communi-
cation, experience volunteering at 
different places, and employability 
coaching, the CSU staff developed a 
good idea of Kyle as a potential em-

Taking The “Dis” Out Of “Disabilities”
By Rhonda Stanton

AROUND OUR TOWN
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ployee. When Kyle’s marvelous CSU 
Career Training Coordinator, Molly 
Harris, reached out to Southside Café 
about him potentially volunteering to 
gain experience, the door opened. 

Management at Southside was also 
open to the idea of letting him focus 
on the things he CAN do, and he took 
off. A few weeks later, Kyle had a for-
mal job interview at Southside, and 
he was hired as an assistant server. 
The CSU then helped Kyle study for 
and successfully pass his ServSafe 
Food Handler’s examination.

Southside Cafe asks Kyle to submit 
his availability electronically, clock in 
and out electronically, and to keep up 
with his schedule, work clothes, and 
shift responsibilities. He has devel-
oped a great rapport with many cus-
tomers, and patrons often ask about 

him when he is not at work. He is 
learning many new skills, and he says 
that Tara and the staff are great. As a 
young man with ASD, he is again in a 
position between learning to manage 
expectations and knowing how to 
advocate for himself when he needs 
some support. We are thankful.

I hope as a community we can 
give special recognition to Southside 
Cafe and ALL employers who choose 
to see potential employees for their 
strengths. I also want to give special 
recognition to the work of the Ten-
nessee Rehabilitation Center and 
other community partners who have 
helped MANY community members 
with special needs or a disability to 
find employment. 

Blessings! – Rhonda Stanton, a.k.a. 
Kyle’s Mom

Samantha Wainscott, CSU Business Employment Consultant, presents Tara Hargrove, 
owner of Southside Cafe, with a certificate of appreciation from the state of Tennessee for 
hiring individuals with disabilities. Molly Harris, CSU Career Training Coordinator, looks on 
with Kyle Stanton who found employment through Tennessee Rehabilitation Services.
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CELEBRATE THE SEASON
Wishing you and yours peace, joy, and 
hope this holiday.

Pete Piskos, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
331 Jim Adams Dr, Suite C
Paris, TN 38242
731-642-4164

Brian G Tusa, CFP®
Financial Advisor
101 East Wood St
Paris, TN 38242
731-644-1466

Matt Spellings
Financial Advisor
1205 E Wood St, Suite A
Paris, TN 38242 
731-642-8424

Sam McDaniel
Financial Advisor
331 Jim Adams Dr, Suite C
Paris, TN 38242
731-642-4164

18 PARIS! For The Holidays 2025  	 MyParisMagazine.com



SHORTBREAD
CHRISTMAS COOKIES

Makes 12-15 cookies

INGREDIENTS
•  1 cup salted butter, softened to 
    room temperature 
•  2½ cups all-purpose flour
•  ½ cup sugar
•  ½ tsp colored sugar or sprinkles 
    per cookie

INSTRUCTIONS
 1.  Cream the room temperature 
butter. Gradually add sugar and 
while mixing on low. 
2.  Scrape bowl down and add 
the flour while mixing on low. 
Scrape down again and mix until 
combined.
3.  Roll out on lightly floured  
surface to ⅛ inch to ¼ inch thick 
and cut with cookie cutter. 
4.  Transfer shapes to prepared 
cookie sheet and allow 2 inches 
around each cookie.
5.  Preheated oven to 350° F. 
Bake for 9-11 minutes or until 
slightly brown, not dark, on 
edges. (Time may vary due to 
cookie thickness.) Sprinkle with 
sugar or decorations immediately 
upon removing from the oven.
6.  Cool cookies on the cookie 
sheet before moving to rack to 
cool completely.
Optional: Instead of adding sug-
ars or sprinkles after baking, skip 
step and frost cookies with your 
favorite icing and decorate.

Every December, Wilma Mc-
Lauchlan’s kitchen became 
the heart of Christmas magic. 
She ties on her apron, gathers 
her well-worn recipe cards, 

and begin what her family lovingly 
called “Wilma’s Cookie Marathon.” By 
the time she’s done, the counters are 
lined with trays of sweet creations, 
ready to delight family and friends.

Last year, Wilma outdid herself. 
With a twinkle in her eye, she an-
nounced to everyone, “I’m officially 
done for the year!” The final tray was 
a masterpiece of sugary delights:
•  Snickerdoodles, golden and warm 
with their cinnamon-sugar coating 
brought a comforting sweetness remi-
niscent of childhood snow days.
•  Mexican Wedding Cookies, 
perfectly round and dusted with 
powdered sugar looked like little 
snowballs on the tray.
•  Cream Cheese Kolacky Cookies, 
with jewel-toned centers of fruit 
filling were as delicate as they were 
delicious.
•  Scottish Shortbread Cookies, 
buttery and crisp were a nod to her 
grandmother’s heritage and a family 
favorite.
• Italian Tea Cakes, crumbly and 
nutty were the perfect pairing for 
steaming cups of coffee served on 
Christmas morning.
• Cutout Cookies, shaped like stars, 
snowflakes, and Christmas trees were 
lovingly decorated with icing and 
sprinkles by her grandchildren.
•  MeeMaw’s Everything But The 
Kitchen Sink Cookies packed with 

chocolate chips, nuts, and a dash of 
coconut, were a family recipe she had 
perfected over the years.
•  Cool Whip Cookies, soft and 
cloudlike, added a modern twist to 
her traditional lineup.

Wilma didn’t stop at cookies. 
There were also rich Buckeyes, the 
peanut butter-chocolate confections 
that never lasted more than a few 
minutes, and creamy Chocolate 
Fudge, cut into perfect squares that 
melted in your mouth.

Every cookie and treat carries a 
story, a memory, or a little piece of 
her heart. When the trays are ready, 
Wilma packs them carefully and de-
livers them to her neighbors, friends, 
and family. Mrs. Thompson down the 
street received a box to remind her 
she wasn’t alone during the holidays. 
Each of her grandchildren each got 
their favorite cookies to take home, 
although they may devoured the 
treats on the spot.

Christmas Eve was the grand fi-
nale with everyone gathered around 
her dining table, sharing laughter, 
stories, and, of course, Wilma’s cook-
ies. As her family reached for sec-
onds or thirds, Wilma smiled know-
ing that her labor of love wasn’t just 
about baking, it was about bringing 
people together.

“Next year,” she teased, “I might 
add a new cookie to the mix.” The 
groans and cheers from her family 
filled the room, only proving that 
Wilma’s cookies aren’t just a yearly 
tradition – they were the essence of 
Christmas itself.

Wilma’s Sweet Christmas Legacy 
By River Byrd
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INGREDIENTS
•  3½ cups of all purpose flour	 •  1 tsp vanilla
•  1 tsp cream of tarter	 •  1 cup of Rice Krispies
• 2 sticks of salted butter	 •  1 cup of unsweetened coconut
• 1 cup light brown sugar	 •  1 cup of old fashion oats
•  1 cup of granulated sugar	 •  8 oz. bag of toffee bits
•  1 cup of vegetable oil	 •  12 oz. bag of white chocolate chips
•  1 egg	 •  Peppermint chips (optional)

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Cream butter until fluffy, add the sugars, vegetable oil, vanilla and egg
2.  Sift together flour and cream of tartar.
3.  Add 1 cup at a time to butter mixture, fold in and mix after each ingredient: oats, 
     Rice Krispies, coconut and toffee bits.
4.  Roll into 1-inch balls. Bake at 350° F for approximately 10 minutes, just until slightly brown.
5.  While cookies cool, melt white chocolate and frost half of the cookie and top with peppermint chips (optional).

WE HAVE ALL YOUR

HOLIDAY NEEDS 
COVERED!

Choice Beef & Poultry • Fresh Vegetables & Fruit
Deli Trays & Cheeses • Fruit Baskets & Baked Goods

Gift Cards Available

to all our customers!
From the Crew at IGA

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM

2500 E. WOOD STREET • PARIS, TN
731.641.8822

www.tvcc.us

Join us beginning
November 30th

and discover how!

STEPHANIE J. WARDLAW, D.V.M.
Specializing in Small Animal Medicine and Surgery

2701 East Wood Street  •  Paris, TN  •  731-644-9933
Celebrating the

Importance of Pets!

MeeMaw’s Everything But The Kitchen Sink Cookies

Wilma’s famous Christmas cookie tray
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JUST FOR FUN
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ACROSS

1.  Local barbershop singers
3.  One of Steve McCadams’ gift ideas
8.  Realty company celebrating 69 years
9.  Low energy Christmas tree illumination
11.  Trusted professional who supports and guides students
14.  What animal pulls Santa’s sleigh?
18.  Facts make a ________
19.  Jesse Parker’s grandma baked this type of cake
21.  Another name for Jolly St. Nick
22.  The ________ at Paris Landing State Park
23.  Your father’s father, informal

DOWN

2.  November holiday to remember our many blessings
4.  Big Band musical conductor
5.  He works at Southside Cafe
6.  John Watkins suggested this as a Christmas gift
7.  She bakes lots of Christmas cookies
10.  She received a certificate of appreciation recently
12.  Shelia Wilson makes a lot of these
13.  Prosper ________ Group
15.  Wreaths, ornaments, tinsel are all holiday ________
16.  Saying “Everything but the ________  _________”
17.  Local doctor, Scott ________
20.  ________ Edge of Illusion



FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

313 North Poplar St.
731-642-5074

www.fbcparis.org

Check our website
for service times

and other activities

Leading people to faith 
and growth in Christ

WIMBERLEY 
DYER AGENCY

LLC

White & Associates
I N S U R A N C E

www.whiteandassociates.net

200 W. Washington Street
Paris, TN

642-5132

AUTO • HOME

LIFE • BUSINESS

HEALTH • GROUP

1507 East Wood Street • Paris, TN
731-642-0515

www.landmarkrealtytn.com

ELLEN NEESE ADAMS
Real Estate • Title Services

Contracts and Transactions
Business and Corporate Law

N E E S E
LAW  F I R M

208 East Wood Street Phone 731-642-2188
Paris, Tennessee 38242 Fax 731-642-2184
www.neeselaw.net Title Dept. 731-642-2189
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It is no secret that one of Branson’s 
top shows for the last several 
years has been REZA: Edge of Illu-
sion. What a great surprise it was 
when REZA’s team reached out to 

us at Krider Performing Arts Center 
and asked if they could bring the 
show to Paris! After a bit of chatting, 
the date of Saturday, November 15, 
was selected. 

It just so happened that my family 
had a scheduled Branson visit in 
October, so with excitement and cu-
riosity, we attended the show. Wow! 
This was not a “basic” magic show, 
and there were no rabbits being 

pulled out of hats. From the pre-show 
music that created a concert-style 
feel and definitely stirred up excite-
ment to mind-blowing illusions, this 
fast-paced Las-Vegas level production 
kept us on the edge of our seats. 

How does a young man become 
such an amazing illusionist? It all 
started with a magic show at his 
South Dakota school, when 6-year-old 
Reza (his real name) became fasciated 
with the art of magic. He got his first 
magic kit at age seven, and the rest, 
as they say, is history. 

 With his innovative style, REZA 
has been featured on reality TV 

shows in 31 countries, including ap-
pearances on A&E’s “Duck Dynasty” 
and The CW’s “Penn & Teller: Fool Us.” 
He’s toured the world with over 1.5 
million tickets sold globally. Audienc-
es can expect to witness incredible 
feats and unimaginable illusions 
designed for the best possible use of 
the KPAC stage! 

 REZA’s magic is more than a 
performance; it’s an experience. 
Blending state-of-the-art production, 
sharp comedic timing, and countless 
moments of audience interaction, 
he creates a show that is immersive 
and inspiring. His ability to connect 

By Rhonda Stanton

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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with audiences on a personal level 
elevates his art to something truly 
extraordinary.

 Fresh, dynamic, and endlessly 
entertaining, REZA’s latest produc-
tion, Edge of Illusion, has earned 
him prestigious accolades, including 
“Magician of the Year.” Intriguing and 
captivating, REZA is not just a magi-
cian — he’s a world-class entertainer! 
We hope you see REZA: Edge of Illu-
sion at Krider Performing Arts Center 
on November 15. Tickets are on sale 
at KriderCenter.com, but if not, don’t 
miss the opportunity on your next 
trip to Branson!

Rhonda Stanton is the General Manager of 
Krider Performing Arts Center.

Right: Rhonda Stanton experienced the 
outstanding REZA: Edge of Illusion show 
while on vacation in Branson, Missouri, 
with her husband, David and son, Kyle.

Orr Investment Management

Jamie Orr, Financial Advisor
jamie.orr@lpl.com

849 Volunteer Drive, Suite 7  |  Paris, TN 38242  |  731-642-0003

1208 Edwards Street  |  Union City TN 38261  |  731-599-9600

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC.
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One thing has stayed con-
stant in the history of 
Henry County: Music has 
played an integral part of 
our history since the very 

beginning. Henry Countians know 
what it’s like to tap our toes and clap 
our hands. And the coolest cats know 
how to snap their fingers to the beat. 

We’ve been surrounded by world-
class musicians and the sounds that 
Henry County has heard over the 
decades has mirrored the changes in 
music beginning with old-fashioned 
fiddle music, country and western, the 
Big Band sounds during World War II 
when Camp Tyson was located here, 
blues, gospel, rockabilly, rock and roll 
– you name it, we’ve heard it here.

Some of our musicians have been 
famous, such as Hank Williams, Jr., 
and Jackie DeShannon. Some have 
attained regional fame, such as Bun 
Wilson. Our musicians have also 
included Sheriff Alvis Wall and his 

mean fiddle; Big Band leader, Tom 
Lonardo, who came to Paris when he 
was stationed at Camp Tyson; and 
gospel groups such as the Golden 
Voices who performed every Sunday 
on local radio WTPR and which some 
people still remember.

We had enough musicians to go 
around that we had community bands 
in the early 1900s, and in one case, 
even a little-bitty neighborhood band.

The Cottage Grove Band was one 
of those community bands, and they 
were much in demand for picnics, 
fairs and ice cream suppers. Accord-
ing to a newspaper article, the band’s 
first performance was the Fourth 
of July Picnic in 1907 in Sedalia, Ky. 
The event drew some 5,000 people 
and was sponsored by the Woodmen 
of the World (That’s what the article 
says, so don’t blame us if that’s an 
exaggeration.)

OK Cole was the manager of the 
band. George Shankle of Gleason 

was the band director. Dr. James E. 
Brady, who just happens to be the 
great-grandfather of the author of this 
piece, was in the band, playing alto.

Here is a list of the members and 
the instruments they played:

Bottom row, left to right: Barton 
Pullen, snare drums; Will C. Rainey, 
solo coronet; Ben Hendrix, bass drum 
absent from the photo because his 
father had died (according to the 
caption).

Second row: Yancy Morris, second 
coronet; Carl Speight, third coronet; 
OK Cole, solo coronet; Fred Roan, solo 
coronet. Back row: Clarence Martin, 
alto; Dr. Brady, alto (my great-grand-
father); Rice Bowden, baritone; Will 
F. Austin, trombone; George Shankle 
of Gleason, band director; and Bob 
Williams, E flat bass; and Sid Austin, B 
flat bass.

There were several venues for 
local musicians over the years, 
including the studios of WTPR which 

By Shannon McFarlin

REMINISCENCE

COTTAGE GROVE 
BAND

ARROW RANCH
GANG ALVIS WALL

STRING BAND

GOLDEN VOICES
SINGING GROUP

THE
PARISITES

KEN CASTLEMAN & THE CASTLEITES

PARK STREET 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORCHESTRA
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broadcast live performances. This 
was when WTPR was located on the 
second floor over the Luckey’s Hard-
ware Store. Another popular venue 
was the old City Auditorium on Rison 
Street where Elvis and Jerry Lee Lew-
is once also performed.

Through the years, Henry Coun-
tians enjoyed music by the Circle 
Arrow Ranch Gang, which underwent 
different name changes, but their tal-
ent always remained the same. Ruby 
Hollingsworth, Bun Wilson, Roe (Slim) 
Hollingsworth, David Simmons, and 
Billy Joe Wall. The photo of the ‘Gang’ 
shows them performing on WTPR 
around 1946 in a show sponsored by 
Western Auto.

Another well-known musician 
who played for several local groups 
was Alvis Wall, former sheriff. In 
the 1940s, he had a string band. The 
photo of the group was made at the 
old City Auditorium on Rison Street. 
In the photo of his band, members 
are: standing from left Alvis Wall, Bun 
Wilson and Doc Richardson; seated 
Bob Pierce and Zera Brannon.

Camp Tyson brought soldiers who 

were also musicians to Paris, includ-
ing Tom Lonardo who was the leader 
of a Big Band that performed all over. 
Cal Orris, who was a singer with 
Lonardo and J.H. Harden, who formed 
the Golden Voices singing group, was 
principal of the Henry Co. Training 
School. The Golden Voices were very 
popular and also performed live on 
WTPR Radio. 

In photo, taken in 1963, are from 
left: Harry D. Cowan, Nell Jean Diggs, 
Elizabeth McClain, Pearlie McClain, 
Ever Lee Diggs and J.H. Harden.

We have musicians who we’ve 
seen marching down the street as 
band director and who have played 
for various local groups, such as 
Martin Paschall, who still has been 
known to share a tune or two. One 
of the groups he was in was known 
as Ken Castleman and the Castleites. 
In photo are (from left) Alton Doster, 
Kenneth Castleman, Martin Paschall, 
Curtis Mayo and Laudell Beasley.

The Parisites were one of West 
Tennessee’s most popular barbershop 
quartets. In the photograph, from left, 
is Doug Braden, Carl Orris and Jerald 

Sykes; and seated Allen Benson.
We can thank all those people, and 

more, for the sounds of music that 
have blessed all of our lives. From 
fiddlers to dobro players and cloggers, 
we’ve had it all and we still do — drop 
in at the Paris Civic Center every 
Tuesday around 5 pm and you’ll hear 
good music by local musicians.

And please don’t forget the itty- 
bitty bands, too. If you can indulge 
the author of this article, she will 
share with you a photo of her grand-
mother’s Park Street Neighborhood 
Orchestra, which used to play and 
sing at the City Auditorium and other 
local venues. 

Ellie B. Snow was a long-time 
music teacher, and for quite awhile, 
she had a neighborhood band which 
consisted of Gerald Small, K.B. Hum-
phreys, Jr., her daughter Jeannette (on 
drums in photo), Amanda Wright, and 
Dorothy Small. The group also had 
talented singers, including her daugh-
ter Jeannette and neighbors Mary 
Alice, John, and Bobbie Jean Burton.

As can be said: our hills are alive 
with the sound of music.
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507 W. WASHINGTON STREET
P.O. BOX 158  •  PARIS, TN  38242

Phone:  731-642-1441   Obit. Line:  731-644-2896 
www.mcevoyfuneralhome.com

McEVOY
FUNERAL

HOME
INC.

Serving Paris & Henry County 
Since 1901

Pre-Need Counseling
available at your request

TWIN LAKES DENTAL ASSOCIATES
QUALITY FAMILY DENTAL CARE

Offi  ce Hours: Monday thru Friday by Appointment
Member of the American Dental Association

Derek Y. Jones, D.D.S., P.C.
Andrew S. Troutt , D.D.S., F.A.D.I.A.

Bayli Phillips Hedges, D.D.S.

405 Tyson Avenue, Suite A • Paris, TN 38242
(731) 642-2244

216 Hwy. 641 • Camden, TN 38320
(731) 584-2299

Derek Y. Jones, D.D.S., P.C.
Andrew S. Troutt , D.D.S., F.A.D.I.A.

Bayli Phillips Hedges, D.D.S.

Lauren Ballard May, O.D.
Optometrist

1416 East Wood Street • Paris, TN
731-642-1450

Eye Exam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $69
Established Contact
Lens Exam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $99
New Contact Lens
Exam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $129 
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PARIS
INSURANCE AGENCY
BILL JELKS • ANDREW JELKS
203 W. Wood Street | Paris, TN

731-642-0673 • Fax 731-642-0101

CHURCH SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER 30 – Hanging of the Greens

Zechariah’s Song
DECEMBER 3 – Advent Walk

DECEMBER 7 – Cantata
DECEMBER 10 – Gingerbread Houses

DECEMBER 14 – Mary’s Song
DECEMBER 17 – Choir Performance
DECEMBER 21 – The Angels’ Song

DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols
DECEMBER 28 – Simeon’s Song
JANUARY 4 – Epiphany Sunday

JOIN US FOR THE



Comprising the annual Christ-
mas list for the lady of the 
house – hereafter referred 
to as “Upper Management”– 
requires a lot of time and 

careful effort for both recipient and 
giver. It’s a tedious task. Not meant to 
be taken lightly.

However, many outdoorsmen 
I know greatly underestimate the 
importance of the so called “annual 
report.” They fail to realize the merits 
and just how influential said gestures 
have on long range planning!

Some of the blame is associated 
with timing. The holidays arrive right 

in the middle of duck, deer, and rab-
bit seasons which are further associ-
ated with muddy boots, wet dogs, and 
sleep deprivation.

That’s no excuse, which Upper 
Management is quick to point out, 
but it explains, to some degree, the 
thought process from my fellow 
members of the great outdoors. 
After early wake-up calls in the cold, 
some of us display that deer in the 
headlights look during late afternoon 
arousal attempts.

Gift giving expresses love and 
appreciation. What’s hidden beneath 
the tree, disguised behind beautiful 

bows and elegant wrapping paper, 
speaks volumes as to the monumen-
tal matrimonial journey.

 Once the big day arrives and 
presents are ripped open to reveal 
their true identity, the bond is tru-
ly revealed between the giver and 
taker. Months of meticulous shopping 
sprees, plus thumbing through the 
endless catalogs pages that arrive in 
the mail and multiply like dropped off 
cats, is a tough task. And then there’s 
the never ending internet search.

It’s a chore not for the faint of 
heart. Many sportsmen I know fold 
under the weight and pressure of 

By Steve McCadams
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seeing it through to the end. For that 
reason I’ve compiled a few helpful 
hints for my fellow man that might 
help cushion the blow once the holi-
days descend and the weight of it all 
comes crashing down.

Juggling the responsibilities and 
priority status of the spousal Christ-
mas list has been known to have 
repercussions requiring repayment 
throughout the year in weekly and 
monthly installments. Odds of a bal-
anced budget are unlikely.

After decades of on-the-job-train-
ing, I submit a list of items that might 
extend the marriage and help pave 
the way for a prosperous year ahead. 
Wise are the guys who plan ahead, 
avoiding conflict and endless innuen-
dos that can surface at most anytime.

Upper Management has the repu-
tation of selective memory. The recall 
mode is always active! 

In order to keep my fellow out-
doorsmen out of the dog house, 
which is where Upper Management 
has threatened to relocate the dog’s 
owner, consider these items on her 
Christmas list this year:

1.  PAIR OF INSULATED CHEST WADERS, Size 11
Mossy Oak camouflage pattern. They 
will keep her feet warm and dry 
when working the muddy flower 
beds. Sometimes it’s brutal out there!

2. GORE TEX RAIN SUIT, Size Large
One never knows when it will rain 
so if she’s mowing the yard and 
those pop-up showers descend out of 
nowhere best to be prepared. Dou-
bles as jacket that can be worn at 

book club. Camouflage is the color of 
choice these days.

 
3.  10-FOOT TWO PIECE GRAPHITE ROD, 
      Medium Action
Great for dusting and reaching those 
high spider webs in the corners of the 
house. Much safer than ladder. Light 
and easy to hold. Remember, always 
be concerned about spousal’s safety. 
When not in cleaning mode, rod dou-
bles as fishing pole and can be used 
to twitch small feather crappie jig, 
detecting those light strikes.

 
4.  CASE OF 12-GAUGE STEEL SHOT,  Size #4
Good choice for armadillo control as 
the varmints have dug up the param-
eters of flower beds far too long and 
destroyed landscaping. Gift also dou-
bles as good choice for duck shells so 
owner can shoot something for the 
spoiled retriever to fetch.

5.  NICE GAS OPERATED AUTOMATIC SHOTGUN, 
      12 or 20-Gauge 
Great for ridding the yard of armadil-
los. Also doubles as a great duck and 
dove gun. Multiple use is wise use of 
resources. Preferably in a camouflage 
non-glare finish.

6.  DECOYS!
Ducks or geese will work. They are 
great for Christmas decorations on 
mantles and tables when sporting a 
red ribbon. Never go out of style. Pre-
fer the foam filled ones from Higdon 
as they double as great additions to 
any waterfowler’s hunting spread. 
Can’t EVER have too many decoys 
around the plantation house!

7.  FISHING TACKLE
There’s always room in the tackle box 
for a few more lures. They also dou-
ble as nice ornaments on the tree. In 
the event she wants to go fishing, she 
needs to have the right lure to catch 
big fish! This would help address the 
“not more fishing stuff” conversations 
when boxes are left on the doorstep 
from Bass Pro Shop.

8.  PAIR OF HIGH TOP MUCK BOOTS
Great for chores around the yard, es-
pecially in wet grass or raking leaves. 
Also doubles for working the retriev-
er around muddy ponds and lakes, 
rabbit hunts etc. Also, size 11.

9.  DUCK AND GOOSE CALLS
Excellent choice for stocking stuffers. 
Can have further application to signal 
when supper is ready in case dog’s 
owner (and dog) has succumb to naps 
out of earshot but near heated fire-
place guarding sofa from uninvited 
intruders.

10.  PAIR OF POLARIZED SHOOTING GLASSES
Known to cut the glare during plant-
ing of spring shrubs or watering the 
lawn on hot and humid summer days. 
Can also double as vital accessory in 
the duck blind and out on the shoot-
ing range.

 I could go on, but by now, you’ve 
gotten the drift on how to address the 
daunting quest. And all this time you 
thought she was hard to shop for! Just 
remember to purchase top quality 
stuff. After all, her health and safety 
are of the utmost importance.

Follow this path and these timely 
tips for a long and fruitful future. 
Upper Management will keep you 
around a few more years due to im-
measurable company loyalty! 

Steve McCadams is an avid sportsman, hunting 
and fishing guide, and talented outdoors writer. 
His email address is stevemc@charter.net.

You can’t ever have too many decoys around during the holidays!
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1116 VOLUNTEER DRIVE  •  PARIS,  TN
WALK-INS WELCOME  •  MONDAY-FRIDAY: 7 AM - 5 PM  •  SATURDAY 8 AM - 12 PM

EMERGENCY SERVICES for our customers provided 24/7/365 days a year!

BIG or SMALL…WE TREAT THEM ALL!
LARGE/SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE & SURGERY

STATE-OF-THE-ART LABORATORY EQUIPMENT  •  GROOMING & BOARDING
FLUOROSCOPY • ORTHOPEDIC SX • SPINE/DISC SX • I-THERM • LARGE ANIMAL TILT TABLE

BOVINE EMBRYO TRANSFER LARGE & SMALL ANIMAL ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION • VET-STEM • ULTRASOUND
DENTISTRY • RADIOLOGY • INTERNAL MEDICINE WELLNESS PROGRAMS • SENIOR CARE • PRIVATE CREMATION

731-642-5699 or 731-642-6909 
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Holiday time again. You 
either love it or hate it. For 
some, it’s the most wonder-
ful time of the year with 
nonstop holiday parties, 

lots of food and beverages, shopping 
for that perfect gift, and some much- 
appreciated rain and cooler weather. 
For others, it’s having to go to all 
those nonstop parties, absolutely too 
much food and beverages, having to 
actually shop and worry whether you 
be able to find that perfect gift, and 
all that depressing wet and cooler 
weather. Like I said, you can either 
love it or hate it.

Regardless of your take on the sea-
son, it’s still a great time to celebrate 
all that we have to be thankful for. 
And one way of showing your appre-
ciation for the season is in giving gifts 
to those we love (or maybe just like, 
or maybe even just those we want 

to impress). Now my wife can attest 
to the fact that I might be the worst 
gift-giver in the history of gift-giving. 
It’s not that I don’t like the “idea” of 
finding a great gift; it’s the fact that I 
get so caught up and flustered by so 
many choices that I rarely decide on 
anything in a timely manner and end 
up just picking up anything I possibly 
can a day before the big event. 

But fear not, I’m going to give you 
a cheat sheet on some great gift ideas 
for that experienced gardener on 
your list, or maybe those on your list 
that are just “garden-curious”.

Let’s start with the obvious garden 
gift, a great plant. Now I realize that 
it is late Fall or Winter when you’re 
reading this, but there are still some 
fantastic choices out there. As long 
as the ground isn’t frozen, there is 
still plenty of time to plant a tree or 
shrub. So why not a “legacy” gift of a 

shade tree like a beautiful oak or ma-
ple or our state tree, the tulip poplar. 

Maybe it’s a great evergreen like a 
holly or arborvitae that can double as 
a Christmas tree before moving it to 
the yard. If you’re looking for a small-
er gift, the selection of houseplants is 
almost endless. I know everyone is 
probably thinking only of poinsettias 
or Christmas cacti, but what about a 
nice bonsai? Or you certainly can’t 
go wrong with a beautiful orchid in a 
decorative planter!

Now I think most people already 
know, but I’m a sucker for garden 
gadgets and tools. And it doesn’t 
always have to be cutting edge tech-
nology. Sometimes the tried-and-true 
tools make the best gifts. Whether it’s 
a quality pair of hand clippers (Felco 
is still my favorite), a nice hand trow-
el with a comfortable grip (the Gar-
den Works Soil Scoop tops my list), or 

IN THE GARDEN

By John Watkins
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maybe even a new shovel for those 
bigger planting jobs, having the right 
tools always makes the job easier. 

To be honest, a few years ago I 
wouldn’t have given a plug nickel for 
a battery-powered garden tool, but 
technology has come a long way in 
that department. These days a bat-
tery-powered blower, string trimmer, 
and even some of the mowers have 
enough “oomph” to power through a 
day’s work. Plus, they’re so much bet-
ter for the environment that you can 
feel good about yourself while getting 
the job done.

Finally, let’s not forget the impor-
tance of looking good and dressing 
the part for comfort and safety while 
you’re spending the day in the gar-
den. Maybe a nice pair of gardening 
gloves that can stand up to the rigors 
of digging in the dirt or pruning back 
those unruly shrubs. 

As I get older, I am coming to the 
realization that a good garden hat is 
worth its weight in mulch to protect 
your skin from those harmful UV 
rays. (I swear, I don’t ever remember 
the top of my head getting sunburned 

when I was younger. Must be global 
warming!) 

I’m not even embarrassed anymore 
by needing either some knee pads or 
maybe a foam cushion to kneel down 
on when I’m planting or weeding. I 
can also highly recommend a good 
pair of safety glasses if you’re going 
to be string-trimming, mowing, or 
blowing. And I’m not talking about 

those clunky, old-fashioned goggle 
looking things. I want the designer, 
wrap-around, polarized models that 
make you look like the Joe Cool of the 
neighborhood garden gang.

Sure, there are more garden 
gadgets out there than I could ever 
mention in this short list, but even 
the savviest gardener still needs the 
basics. So don’t be like me and wait 
until the last minute this year to get 
the perfect gift for the gardener in 
your life. 

Although I still don’t think that the 
car air freshener with the likeness of 
Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce is the 
worst gift I could come up with at the 
last possible moment!

Happy Holidays to one and all.

Scroll on over to Facebook or 
Instagram and check out some of my 
social media posts. You can find me at 
“jwdigginginthedirt”, bringing some 
wit and wisdom to a garden near you.

John Watkins is grounds director at Discovery 
Park of America and resides in Henry County.

A good garden hat is worth its weight in 
mulch to protect your skin from harmful 
UV rays.
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VENDOR FAIR – NOVEMBER 22 & 23 • 9 AM TO 6 PM
Local artisans and vendors will showcase a variety of handmade goods, holiday 
decor, and unique gifts. Come early and enjoy a full day of shopping, treats, 
and holiday cheer.

THANKSGIVING DINNER – NOVEMBER 27
Indulge in a traditional Thanksgiving dinner featuring all the classic favorites, 
prepared by our talented culinary team. 

DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING HIKE – NOVEMBER 28 • 9 AM to Noon 
Guided by Park Rangers, this moderate hike at Camp Hazlewood is suitable for 
all ages and is a great way to explore the park’s natural beauty. 

SANTA NIGHT OF LIGHTS – DECEMBER 11-14
Guests of all ages will enjoy the dazzling light displays and festive decorations. 
Capture memorable family photos, sip on seasonal treats, and embrace the 
magic of the season. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER – DECEMBER 25 • 1 -5 PM
Our holiday dinner offers a menu of seasonal favorites, crafted to delight every 
palate, in a cozy setting perfect for friends and family.

ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH – DECEMBER 31
Ring in the New Year and celebrate in style with DJ Tom Evans, dancing, and a 
festive atmosphere.

FIRST DAY HIKE – JANUARY 1
Kick off the New Year on the right foot with the First Day Hike led by park 
rangers and fellow nature enthusiasts through the park’s scenic trails. All ages 
and skill levels are welcome.

BIRDS OF PREY FEEDING – Every Saturday at 2 PM
Visitors can witness these incredible creatures during feeding time and learn 
fascinating facts from the park’s knowledgeable staff.



36 PARIS! For The Holidays 2025  	 MyParisMagazine.com

FACES & PLACES

Meredith, Misty and Madison Perritt, along 
with Audrea Abbott had a girls night out in 
matching pajamas to watch the new release, 
“Regretting You”, at the Parisian Theatre. 

Eric Long of the Paris Police Department, was honored 
with gifts and well wishes for his 30 years of service as a 
police officer. Thank you Officer Long!

Paris Lakeway Kiwanis club member, John Selby, is busy handing Elena 
Craig several carryout orders at their annual Mexican Dinner at the Paris 
Convention Center.

Couples Bridgette Huckaba and Warren Newcomb, 
along with Jared and Kaitlyn Cotton, had the time of 
their lives traveling through Japan for two weeks. 

Pam Conger, the Wicked Witch of Paris, and her evil assistant, Rick Conger, 
had “wascawwy wabbit” Marsha Banasiewicz by the ears at this year’s 
Spooktacular at Eiffel Tower Park.
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Pick up your copy at one of these locations:

All Temp Heating & Cooling • Coast To Coast Tinting

E&W Electrical Solutions • Edward Jones • Foundation Bank

Joe Mahan Ford • Orr Investment Management

Moody Realty • Paris-Henry County Chamber of Commerce

Peppers Automotive Group • The Lodge at Paris Landing State Park 

West Tennessee Bone & Joint • West Tennessee Healthcare Paris

Abby Grace Alton is overjoyed holding her 
new blessing, Cruz Alton Eddings, born 
October 7. 

Left: Sarah Davenport posed with her sweet 
pup, Scarlet, at the weiner dog races held at 
Paris Station. Scarlet was all dressed up for 
the costume contest. 

Right: Inman School has had a new visitor 
trying to get in and peeking through the 
classroom windows for a few weeks now. 
Does that gobbler not know what time of 
the year it is?

It was a sweet moment when Pat McElroy 
held her first great-granddaughter, Indie 
Grace McEloy, daughter of Jake and Katie.

Left: Quota president Cheryl Wilson and 
her husband Mike ham-ed it up at the 
club’s annual hog killin’ dinner. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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NOVEMBER 6 - A delicious yearly 
tradition known as the Carl Perkins 
Center Pancake Day will be at First 
Baptist Church, 7am-7pm with all-you-
can-eat yummy pancakes and sausage. 
Tickets are $12 at the door. Call 731-
642-8455 for more information.

NOVEMBER 6 - Lifeline Blood 
Mobile is open from 12-6pm at First 
United Methodist Church. Call Dan 
Rogers at 731-427-4431 for more 
information.

NOVEMBER 7-9 - It’s beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas in festive 
Downtown Paris! Candlelight Open 
Houses are Friday and Saturday 
10am-8pm and Sunday from 1-4pm. 
Call 731-642-3431 for information.

NOVEMBER 8-9 - Get a jump on hol-
iday gifts! Stop by the Christmas In 
Paris Shopping Extravaganza that’s 
grown so much that it will be at the 
Paris Convention Center and also at 
the Henry County Fairgrounds. Satur-
day 9am-5pm; Sunday 12-4pm. Free 
admission! For more information, 
please email christmasinparistn@
yahoo.com or find them on Facebook.

NOVEMBER 11- Veterans Day. 
Thank a veteran for their military ser-
vice today. Be sure to watch for local 
celebrations around town.

NOVEMBER 15 - Head over to KPAC 
for an exciting night with REZA 
performing the Edge of Illusion 
audience immersive production. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
kridercenter.com.

NOVEMBER 16 - Operation Christ-
mas Child Packing Party at First 
Baptist Church starting at 1:30 pm. 
Kick off the holiday season by giving 
back. For more information contact 
Scott at 731-642-5074.

NOVEMBER 19-20 - Henry County 
FCE Club presents the annual Home-
maker’s Holiday in the Enoch Build-
ing at the fairgrounds from 3-6pm on 
the 16th and 10am-1 pm the 17th. On 
Thursday, be sure to come hungry. 
They’re serving soup and sandwiches 
from 11am-1 pm! Lots of goodies to 
buy. For more information, contact 
Michele Atkins at 731-642-2941.

NOVEMBER 24-December 14 - The 
annual Festival of Trees will be on 
the square in Downtown Paris! Locat-
ed at The Old 5 & 10 Event Center at 
110 W. Washington Street. Call 731-
642-3431 for more information.

NOVEMBER 26-28 - Thanksgiving 
Break for city and county schools

NOVEMBER 27- Thanksgiving 
Day. Spend time with loved ones as 
you celebrate all that we have to be 
thankful for.

NOVEMBER 28 - It’s North Pole 
Family Fun Day from 10am-2pm in 
Downtown Paris today. Enjoy Santa, 
Rudolph and the Elves rolling in on a 
fire truck, craft booths and more. For 
more information, call 731-642-3431.

NOVEMBER 30 - Join the fine folks at 
Paris First United Methodist Church 
for the 1st Sunday of Advent and 
the traditional “Hanging of the 
Greens” at 8:30am and 10:30am. For 
more information call, 731-642-4764.

ONGOING 
HOLIDAY EVENTS

VISIT WITH SANTA - Stop by 
and let Santa entertain your wee 
little guests at his gingerbread 
house in Downtown Paris on the 
square November 28–December 
17 on Saturdays from 10am-2pm 
and Sundays from 2-4 pm.
 
PLAY INSIDE - The Paris Civic 
Center has an indoor pool, track, 
weights, and fitness machines. 
Pay by the visit or become a 
member. Located on Volunteer 
Drive. Call 731-644-2517.

QUOTA CLUB ANNUAL 
PECAN SALE - Beginning in 
November, these delicious pe-
cans are up for grabs! They also 
offer specialty pecans such as 
dark chocolate, milk chocolate, 
cinnamon and glazed. Stop by 
Commercial Bank, First Bank, 
Security Bank, or Paris Family 
Chiropractic to purchase them. 
For more information, call Dr. 
Elizabeth Craig at 731-642-3761.

POPCORN ANYONE? - It’s 
time for holiday movies! En-
joy a night out at the Parisian 
Theatre with nightly shows on 
six screens and matinees on 
Saturday and Sunday. For more 
information and movie sched-
ules, call 731-642-7171.

NOVEMBER



PARISIAN
THEATRE
Where Hollywood 

meets Paris!
SIX SCREENS

JIM ADAMS DRIVE • PARIS, TN

InfoLine: 731-642-7171
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RESTORATION
SERVICES

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING

AIR DUCT CLEANING
Call The Professionals!

642-1111
1-866-342-2121

DECEMBER 3 - Participate in the 
Candlelight Advent Walk to church-
es in Downtown Paris starting at 6pm. 
For more information, call 731-642-
5074 or 731-642-4764.

DECEMBER 4 - Take time out of your 
busy schedule to give back. Visit the 
Lifeline Blood Mobile at First United 
Methodist Church, 12pm-6pm. For 
more information, contact Dan Rogers 
at 731-427-4431.

DECEMBER 5-7 – Live Nativity at 
New Harmony Baptist Church from 
6-8 pm each night. Remember the 
reason for the season and start it off 
right with a beautiful drive through 
this community treasure. For more 
information, call 731-593-5276.

DECEMBER 6 - Inman Middle School 
PAC is hosting the 10th Annual 
Mistletoe Market in the Inman gym 
with over 25 booths with local small 
businesses and crafters from 10 am- 
4pm. This would be a great place to 
do some early Christmas shopping 
and find those one-of-a-kind gifts. For 
more information, call 731-642-8131.

DECEMBER 7- Support the youth of 
Henry County as the KPAC Young 
Artists HarmoniX acapella group 
and the Vocal Express, present their 
Christmas Concert at the KPAC. To 
learn more, call 731-644-2517.

DECEMBER 8 - For fun galore, check 
out the Holly Jolly Electric Parade 
at 5pm. Awards include Clark Gris-
wold, Golf Cart, Cutest Critter, and 
Best Decorated. For details and entry 
information, contact downtown-
paristn@gmail.com.

DECEMBER 13 - Get in the holiday 
spirit by listening to the elite group 
of singers from HCHS in Christmas 
with the Madrigals. Starts at 7pm at 
the KPAC. For more information, call 
731-644-2517.

DECEMBER 14 - The Paris -Henry 
County Community Concert Band 
will play at 2:30pm featuring Christ-
mas music and guest artist, Charles 
Lewis. Tickets: $8 in advance and can 
be purchased from a band member 
or at The Closet Consignment store 
downtown. $10 at the door. For more 
information, contact 731-644-2517.

DECEMBER 17- First Baptist 
Church’s Candlelight Communion 
Service in the sanctuary at 6pm. Ev-
eryone is welcome. For more informa-
tion, call 731-642-5074.

DECEMBER 22- JANUARY 6 - Joyeux 
Noel! Winter Break for the kiddos in 
all schools!

DECEMBER 24 - Christmas Eve 
Services are held at many area 
churches. Programs include carols, 
special music, Christmas messages 
and communion. Call local churches 
for information.

DECEMBER 25 - Wishing you and 
yours a blessed Merry Christmas!

JANUARY 1 - HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
It’s time to make those resolutions for 
2026. 

 

DECEMBER
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SANTA COMES TO TOWN!
Santa arrives on the fire truck at 10 am 

on the Court Square for 

North Pole Family Fun Day!
He will begin visiting with all the boys and girls 

in his house in front of the Court House.
Rides and activities are planned 

November 28 • 10 am–4 pm
Santa will be in his house every weekend 

until December 17
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm, Sunday 2 - 4 pm

Holly Jolly Electric 
Christmas Parade

Monday, December 8 • 5 pm
To participate, contact

 downtownparistn@gmail.com

Festival of Trees
November 24 – December 14 

Old Paris 5 & 10 Event Center
110 W. Washington Street

Monday-Friday 12 noon-3 pm; 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

REMEMBER TO

Shop Local!
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Sponsored by



As the holiday season is upon us, our thoughts turn gratefully 
to our patients who have trusted us with their care and treatment. 

It is in this spirit that we say Thank You  and send best wishes 
for a Happy Holiday and New Year!

We offer general orthopedic surgery services to treat a wide variety of injuries and underlying 
conditions. We also offer on-site physical therapy and sports rehabilitation to restore function 

following an orthopedic injury or surgery, as well as interventional pain management.

WTBJC.COM

BLAKE 
CHANDLER, 

MD

KYLE 
STEPHENS, 

DO

SHANNON
OSBRON, 

PT

ASHLEIGH
MILLER,

PT

CLAY 
NOLEN, 
FNP-BC

TYLER
WARBRITTON, 

PA-C

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY
1004 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, PARIS, TN

1003 EAST REELFOOT AVENUE #4, UNION CITY, TN
3493 VETERANS DRIVE NORTH, SUITE D, HUNTINGDON, TN

For information or to schedule an appointment, call 

731-644-0474


